Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of October 15, 2008

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson, Tim Bauman and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Review of the minutes of the meeting of October 1, 2008.  Amended to change master plan to open space plan and mark the section about 1301 Ashby State Rd as a project in Fitchburg and change to correct Rick Muehlke’s name. Unanimous acceptance.

Treasurer’s Report:  $737.50 for NOI for limited project driveway on Jones Hill Rd.

Correspondence: 

NOI - Limited project gravel driveway on Jones Hill Road submitted by Ross Associates. The project appears to be missing a replication plan and a planting list.  Missing abutter map – just have a list that may, in fact, be missing as we only have one page and it appears to be missing the 2nd page and map.  Hasn’t advertised.  The only way they qualify for a limited project, is if they have a cutting plan – so that needs to be submitted as well.  Tim will notify the applicant of missing items.

NRWA - annual meeting announcement, Nov 7th

Beaver problems on Whitney Road at the house of Karl Stuedel will be brought before the Board of Health.

Notice from DCR for Mt. Watatic snowmobile agreement meeting scheduled for 10-5-08. Roberta has replied with a suggestion for a change in date as the date conflicts with Ashby Conservation Commission meetings.

Paul Grimes has sent an email to the Commisson suggesting that a draw-down for weed control at the Ashby Compensation Reservoir be permitted.  He included a copy of email to Judy Judge, Fitchburg Water Dept., and a MA COLAP article for consideration.  Tim will respond to indicate that there needs to be an application for such action.

Old Business: 

Charlene Cote came to inquire about status of OOC.  She now has a buyer for the property on Old Wilder Rd (discontinued).  She will submit a request for an extension in writing for 3 years.  Cathy emailed the form to her.

Request for site visit for Erickson Road from Chris MacKenzie. Extensive beaver activity puts the blue flagging in question.  He will submit an NOI.  Roberta will email him the pictures from the site visit that show the flagging now in the water due to the beaver activity.

Certificate of Compliance  requests from D & D Civil Design Group, Form 8A, for Dermody, Lots 1 & 2, Jones Hill Road.  Waiting for new NOI’s for the work to be done on the individual houses before issuing COC.

We are still waiting for a response from Lawrence Allard, 826 Turnpike Road in response to a letter sent by the Commission over a month ago.

Following the sign off on the septic system on the Terkanian property on Erickson Rd, there has been no further action.  Because of the proximity of wetlands, there will be an NOI required for the construction of the driveway.

A negative Determination for bridge crossing project of Willard Brook at the entrance to 4H Camp Middlesex was issued. Heidi Messing advertised for tonight and we have received proof of advertising.

Further discussion on the Request for Determination for construction of snow 
mobile trails on the Mt Watatic Reservation.  It  appears that detailed plans must be submitted for construction that will take place in wetlands or within the 100 ft buffer to wetlands in order to make the application complete.   Need to set up a site visit to ensure that there is full understanding of what will be done, where and how.  Roberta will invite Mel and any other members of the club and Ed Tourkelette, since he will be supervising the project.

MA Fish & Wildlife - New Priority Habitat & Estimated Map of Rare Species effective Oct. 1 2008 have been properly displayed behind the meeting table in the Land Use Room.
The Fitchburg Conservation Commission failed to notify us about when a site visit would take place on Taylor Road/Ashby State Road to view an erosion problem and possible clearing that violates EPA laws about size of a clear cut.

Al Futterman calling for an up-dated copy of our agreement to hold CRs on Phase II of SMP Project letter. Chair submitted with this month and new addressees for Michael Fleming, project head.  Motion made and seconded to update the agreement to hold CR’s for the Southern Monadnock Plateau Project. Unanimous approval.

New Business:   None.

Hearings:  None

Hearings Scheduled: 

November 5, 2008 at 8:00 pm, Ross Associates, Limited project gravel driveway Jones Hill Road.

Report on Site Visits: 

Saturday Oct. 4: Jewett Hill Lots 8 & 9; Bruce Adams The current replication that filled a portion of the wetland by constructing a raised berm in which he planted blueberry bushes is unacceptable since it is not a wetland environment or a replication.  It was suggested that the berm be leveled and the bushes moved to the dry edges, randomly, with wetland mix spread to within 3' of each bush.  A berm culvert should be left between the wetland and the outlet to allow only the excess water to flow out, not to drain the area as currently set up.  A Certificate of Compliance will require 2 full growing seasons to have passed before being issued.  That would be fall of 2010 at the earliest.

The first culvert under the driveway seems to be flowing properly; the second culvert has water mainly flowing under, not thru the culvert. The proposed house lot is outside of any wetland resource areas. Cathy and Roberta.

Oct. 4: Bernhardt Rd; Tax Title land Lots 77 & 80  The property is very wet, with standing water, bull rushes, etc.  It appears to be too wet for a house, let alone a septic system or leach field.  Our assessment will be forwarded to the Land Use Agent. Cathy and Roberta.

Sept.28: Despres preconstruction visit showed the silt fence is dug-in fine. Need to re-apply some staples where it was torn off the stake.  The cut-up pine tree remains between the silt fence and the wetland where nothing was to be but appears to have “landed” there before the silt fencing went up.  Owner plans to burn it during sugaring thus removing all from the area. The pine stump remains which is good for the stability of that mound.  Cathy


Site Visits Needed:


Jones Hill Road, Dermody. – postpone until receive NOI’s.

Limited project gravel driveway Jones Hill Road, Ross Associates. Call Kevin with a date and time.  Oct 25th

Mt. Watatic proposed snow mobile trails. Roberta will contact Mel and Ed to see when they are available.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:51pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

