Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of September 16, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:37 with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson, Mike Harrison and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of September 2, 2009 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Expenditures: 18.49 for the paper for the Baseline Reports for the Forest Legacy Program. $262.50 received into the WPA account from an NOI.

Correspondence: 

The Commission received a notification of an upcoming Trek Sturbridge  - a Forest Stewardship Walk in Sturbridge, MA on Saturday, 9-19-09 (9:00 to noon) a chance to share and learn about the initiating and administering Forest Stewardship Plans.

Jack Jackson approved the Cutting Plan for 531 Mason Rd –Sutton-Brown owner. 

NOI received from Northland Eng. for septic system on lot #2 Mayo Road.  Need a site visit.

On Saturday, September 19th from 8 to 10 PM, the Ashburnham Conservation Trust (ACT) will present the Jonathan Edwards Trio at the Oakmont Regional High School.

Understanding and Preparing for Chapter 61 Right of First Refusal Opportunities. Mt.WCC, Thursday, 9-24-09, 6:15 PM.

Massachusetts Slow Growth Initiative sent an initiative petition to repeal chapter 40B.  No action.

Cutting Plan from Yoon on New Ipswich Rd. Cutting is in the Rare Species Habitat.  Roberta will contact Jack Jackson to voice concern about rare species habitat.

Reminder: Bernhardt Rd. bridge replacement – meeting on Wed, Sept 23, 2009 @7:00pm in Selectman’s meeting room.

Reminder: Roudenbush Community Center, Inc. and Grant Writing USA grant writing workshop in Westford, October 8-9, 2009. 

Reminder: A one day discussion/seminar on the siting of wind power generation.  October 6th (Tuesday) in Leominster.  Discussion about sponsoring registration ($35) for one member to attend. Motion made and voted unanimously in favor.  Cathy will attend.

Old Business:
 

Conservation Commission and the Land Use Agent request to appear before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the value of Open Space along with an update on the Ashby Open Space Plan. We are on the agenda for Oct. 28th.
Packard Baseline Report letter of Conveyance.  The Baselines conveyed to the Ashby Conservation Commission filed with the Town Clerk and will be kept in the safe.

Fitchburg’s Land Management Committee met on Sept 15th.  Wasn’t well attended because it wasn’t well advertised and/or reminders were not sent. The Committee was originally still thinking about opening up the reservoir to fishing. Then Cathy presented information about the loons and information from Paula about negative impact of fishermen on loons.  The Committee ultimately decided to hold off on opening up the reservoir to fishermen pending meeting with a representative from DFW who has information about loons.  Will schedule next meeting when there is a person from DFW who can attend – 3rd week in October.


Chair wrote a letter to Bill Davis regarding the replacement of the culverts on Jones Hill Road to inform him that a NOI would be required for this work.  The Commission received an NOI from Bill and the Chair will work with him to complete and submit.  The Highway Department already has the culvert, so the chance for a flat bottom or open bottom culvert is not there.
No response from Ashburnham ConCom regarding Joint meeting.  Cathy will contact about the possibility of meeting on the 30th.

Mayo Road: It’s a “fen”, which is rare in this area.  Tim is bringing this to Bill Davis’s attention to find an alternative to directing water from the road into the area.
New Business:  

Al Futterman from NRWA came before the Commission to explain the 3rd phase of the Forest Legacy Program that is being re-submitted. The new phase (SMPIII) will contain 2012 acres of which 250 acres are in Ashby. 140 acres: McCauley, 81 acres: Moulton, 36 acres: Damon.  One owner removed their property from the application due to changes in finances.  Both North County Land Trust and Ashby Land Trust are partnering with NRWA on the Forest Legacy Grant Applications.  The Commission strongly supports land protection and this program is Ashby’s best (and perhaps only) opportunity to protect some of the larger tracts of land in town. Motion made to sign the letter of support that commits the Conservation Commission to accepting the CR’s on these properties. Motion accepted unanimously.  

SMPII  had close to 400 acres in the application that were located in Ashby. 50 acres: Mikola, 110 acres: LeClerc, 100 acres: Brodie, and the completed 147acres in the Packard property.  

There was discussion about the Commission taking these CR’s without any backing for monitoring or enforcement.  Al mentioned that there are possibilities of Americorp assistance for monitoring the lands.  

With this next round of Forest Legacy Grants there is an additional $2,000 for the expenses of creating a baseline for the property.    

Process: application will be presented to the State Forest Legacy Steering Committee.  There will be at least 3 applications and there is a max of 3 that can be submitted from each state.  Will know whether made the top 3 cut by February.  

Paul Grasewicz of Graz Engineering came in to talk more about the property on Allen and Nourse Rd.  Mr. Pomerleau’s property purchased from Davis. Lots 2,3 and 4 are on Allen Rd and are what he wanted to talk about.  Plan is for one common drive for lot 2 and 3 off of Allen Rd and a drive off Valley Rd for lot 4.  Lot 1 is on Nourse Rd.  The only place for a system for Lot 1 is at the top of a hill.  After much discussion of removing the top of the hill, it was suggested that borings might be more expeditious.  The Commission also suggested that Paul design terraced walls instead of an 18ft high wall to act as a retaining wall for one of the septic systems.

Sergio Longly-Martines is looking at purchasing property from his grandfather at 226 West Rd – land is next to it.  508-304-4455  Need site visit.

Discussion about scheduling a clean up for the Morrison property – October 24th.  Posters to go up at Ashby Market and town hall. Roberta will take on creating and posting.  Also to contact the Land Trust for assistance.

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled: 

10-7-09, 8:00, NOI for septic plan for Mayo Road lot #2, 
Northland Engineering. 

Site Visits: 

None.

Site Visits Needed: 

Septic system on lot #2 Mayo Road Northland Engineering. Possibly Sunday morning, Sept 20 @8:00am

Sergio Longly-Martines is looking at purchasing property from his grandfather at 226 West Rd – land is next to it.  508-304-4455  Possibly Sunday morning, Sept 20 @8:30am
Meeting was adjourned at 9:44pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

