Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of August 19, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:35pm with Bob Leary, Michael Harrison, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of August 5, 2009 were accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  nothing to report

Correspondence: 

Army Corp of Engineers – Response to Cormier stream crossing.  Because the intent was stated as an access to an orchard, the crossing was allowed.  Does not exempt from any local or state laws or regulations.
Jennifer Collins – Bernhardt Rd bridge replacement – meeting on Wed, Sept 23, 2009 @7:00pm in Selectman’s meeting room.

Andy Leonard sent a meeting notice of the Land Management Plan for City of Fitchburg to occur on Monday August 17, 2009.  Cathy attended.
Cathy Kristofferson – Packard Baseline Report has been completed and delivered.  Will deliver to the Commission and town at next meeting.
Dean Moore phone call to check on how to get a sign off on septic system.  Suggested that coming to the meeting tonight might be expedient.
Ollie Tervo had questions on paving his property and asked that a site visit be conducted. Cathy and Roberta met on site.  Will appear tonight to discuss options.
Linda Laakso emailed that she suspects that someone is trespassing and causing the silt fence issues.

Cutting Plan for 531 Mason Rd – intersection with Frost Rd. – Sutton-Brown. Bob will call to set up a site visit.  Site visit – 6:30 Wednesday evening – 26th of August.

Old Business:
 

New Business: 

Dean Moore, 6A Herget Dr, Pepperell, MA  978-433-1966 appear at the meeting.  He showed the Commission a plan for a septic system on the back lot of the two house driveway on Simonds Rd from the Dermody development.  Cert of Compliance was issued on Sept 19, 2008.  All construction is outside of the buffer zones.  A retaining wall will be put on one side of the garage to enclose the expansion system.  Sign off on septic design – Bob Leary signed.

Ollie Tervo, 870 Fitchburg State Rd, brought in a plan that summarized his discussion with Whitman and Bingham on site today.  Would still like to pave a fair portion of the property.  Suggested a multitude of materials with alternatives for the areas to be covered.  The Commission suggested that he would not be able to pave up to 10 or 20 ft of the edge of wetlands and actually would optimally like to keep all impervious surfaces 50 ft from the wetlands.  Any action on this property will require an NOI.

City of Fitchburg meeting concerned CR’s on land now to be held by Dept Fish & Wildlife that protect the Fitchburg Reservoir in Ashby.  Part of the CR requires a management plan for the area.  Under discussion was how much public access would be acceptable in the area.  Prior to this CR, The City of Fitchburg Water Department had not allowed any public access.  Discussions centered around starting with signage and beginning to open the lands to hiking.  Were fairly adamant about the need to keep domestic animals at least 200 ft from the water.  Fishing from the shore may be allowed.  All zone A water resource.  Cathy will continue to represent the Cons Comm at these meetings.

Packard Baseline Report letter of Conveyance has been sent to Tim.  Tim would like the baselines conveyed when he is in the meeting.  He will also present them to the Board of Selectmen.  Cathy will bring them to the next meeting.

Cathy visited the lands on Watatic Lodge property to view in advance of the razing of the buildings.  DF&W purchasing the property.  She found that Mr. Shephard, who will be conducting the demolition, was knowledgeable and ready and willing to protect wetlands, although they were fairly distant from the site.  Since her visit she has understood that what appeared to be a spring is probably evidence of a tile drainage system under fields.  The is also some concern about the filling of “holes” left by buildings and the need to ensure that no mounds of unstable soils are left on the site.

Cathy updated the Commission laptop with new GIS layers and Arcview.  New Surface water layers, new hazardous waste lands.  

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled: None

Site Visits: 

8/8  Turnpike Rd, between 365 and 434.  Owner, Sue and Bud Lightfoot. 978-597-6246.  Cathy and Roberta checked a prospective house site, driveway and septic system.   An intermittent stream comes off the road and across the property.  Will cross the proposed site of the driveway. 

8/13 Bennet Rd: proposed demolition of buildings on land to be purchased by DFW.  Cathy checked the site and found that it was outside of wetlands.

8/13 870 Fitchburg State Rd – Ollie Tervo.  Cathy and Roberta checked the proposed extent of paving the property.  Suggested that the increase of impervious surfaces could not drop water directly into the wetland.

8/16 119 Elliot Rd – Packard.  Sign another septic system design.  Roughly the same location as the prior system. Cathy, Roberta and Michael.  Roberta signed the septic system design.

Site Visits Needed: 


Wednesday,  8/26 @6:30 evening  531 Mason Rd – intersection with Frost Rd. – Sutton-Brown.– cutting plan with 3 stream crossing.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:38pm

Respectfully submitted

Roberta Flashman

