Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of July 15, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson, Roberta Flashman and Michael Harrison in attendance

Minutes of the meeting of July 1, 2009 accepted unanimously with one grammatical correction.

Treasurer’s Report: nothing to report

Correspondence: 

Received a “Thank You” note for membership from NRWA

Old Business:
 

7-8-09. Packard CR - vote to select representative to sign Acceptance of CR at the closing. Selectman Joseph Casey, who had not been in attendance with the first CR discussions, was reticent to sign the CR.  The CR was eventually signed by the two selectmen in attendance.  Last piece is to close the deal.  The closing is on Friday, July 17, 2009 at 1:00 pm.  Need to have a signature from the Commission on an adjustment of the valuation of the property at the closing.  Motion made to have Cathy represent the Commission at the closing and have the ability to sign any documents in that effort. Unanimously voted to accept the motion..  

Follow up to letter to Gerard Cormier regarding new stream crossing off Mason Road. Natural Heritage claims that the crossing is outside the habitat of concern. Tim called to see if there was anything pending: nothing further from Army Corps of Engineers. 

Roberta and Cathy spent time reviewing the MRPC ArcGIS data for trails and further defined the owners of the land and the viability of the proposed trails.  Tried to identify all the numbers related to trails – some of the segments were outside of Ashby.  The numbering scheme didn’t have an understandable logic to them, which made the task more difficult.  Some segments were never found.
Bill Davis is waiting for State notice of crane availability for Bernhardt bridge removal at Trap Falls. Bill does not feel that there will be a necessity to remove any trees. He thinks he will be able to remove the cement rubble from the streambed as well. Bill will notify the Commission once the date of removal has been established.

Chair spoke with the Building Inspector who also issued a “Stop Work” Order as a follow on to our Enforcement Order that issued on 7-1-09 on work at on 864 South Road (Lynda Laakso). A second row of silt fence and straw matting has been added to the site.  Commission received a request for a hearing for an NOI.  Chair scheduled the hearing for this evening having received assurance that the paperwork and abutter notifications and newspaper advertising would be done by July 8, 2009 (5 working days in advance).

New Business: 

Revised plans received for Lillian Haapala, 81 Kendall Hill Road for septic replacement. BOH required a revision.  Septic system is 147 feet away from the wetlands. Cathy conducted site visit for silt fence inspection. Improper installation. The Contractor will reinstall or add a second row of fence.  There is a steep drop to the wetlands.  Someone should perform a second site visit.

Stephanie Longley appeared before the Commission to request a Certificate of Compliance for a septic system replacement that was never started. Will need a new NOI if look to do this work or similar work – replacing septic system.  Will get notarized and Stephanie will pick up from Town Hall. 386-7105 if we need to contact her so that she can pick up the notarized form.  Cathy conducted a site visit this evening before the meeting just to ensure that nothing had been installed.

Discussion of a suggestion that an  “Open space is a good thing!” presentation be made to the selectmen.  Thought is that this could be scheduled for after Labor Day.  Andy Leonard would like to join in the presentation as well.  He is in the process of compiling all the materials for a revision of the Open Space plan.

Follow-up on Planning Board meeting of last Wednesday where the Town treasurer had suggested that there be a land swap to gain access to the stock farm with trail proposals.  Roberta and Cathy are opposed to any such swap.

Hearings: 

8:00pm NOI for 864 South Road (Lynda Laakso). Excavation, demolition and re-construction of existing camp. Continued at 9:00 with a site visit scheduled for July 19 @ 7:30am..

Hearings Scheduled: 

Continuation of Laakso hearing to August 5, 2009 @ 8:00pm.

Site Visits: 

Allan Dawson on Ingerson Rd. Friday (7-3-09) morning at 7:30. Roberta & Bob.  Reached agreement on the wetland bounds.  Will  submit a Request for Determination before continueing with any more work on removal of trees or landscaping around wetlands.
864 South Road, Remodeling and Enforcement order. Tim 7-3-09, Roberta 7-1-09  Roberta posted the enforcement order and put up boundary tape to notify all on the property of the cease and desist.

81 Kendall Hill road silt-fence installation, Cathy 7-13-09.

Site Visits Needed:


Sunday, July 19, 2009 @ 7:30 am – Laakso, 865 South Rd.

Meeting was adjourned at   9:40

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

