Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of May 6, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Tim, Bob, Mike, Roberta and Cathy in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of April 15, 2009 were reviewed and accepted unanimously with one typo correction.

Treasurer’s Report: $714.43 remains in the budget less postage expended.  Roberta submitted receipt for printing of suggestions for reducing your carbon footprint. - $16.32 – paid from petty cash tonight.
Correspondence: 

Watatic Management - Snowmobile Subcommittee meeting Wed. May 27 from 7pm – 8pm at the Willard Brook State Forest Headquarters. Cathy reports a potential 4th crossing of a stream on the Watatic Snowmobile proposed trails.  She found that there was an additional intermittent stream between the vernal pools and the main Wapack trail.  This is of concern to the Commission.  Tim made a motion that the Commission write a letter to the Subcommittee reminding them of the process for the NOI, that there is a vernal pool that is about to be certified, and an additional crossing and suggesting that they reconsider the choice of routes. Roberta has volunteered to write the letter.  Vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.

Email to the Commission email address from Mike Callahan of Beaver Solutions regarding placing pipe in beaver dam at 75 Page Road, and seeking an Emergency Certificate to proceed. Tim made a site visit on 4-27-09 and issued the permit.  Good from 5/4/09 – 5/15/09.  Signed by the Commission this evening.  The water is the same water that is near the beaver dam behind the log cabin and near Ollie Tervo.

Request for annual dues payment for the Nashua River Watershed Assoc. - $50.  Motion made to pay the dues.  Vote unanimous in favor of the motion.

Call from Bill Davis regarding possible removal of Bernhardt Road Bridge.  Roberta also talked with Bill.  He’s trying to get the State to provide a crane to lift the bridge out of the way.  The issue is the stabilization of the bank once the stone foundation is removed.  Roberta suggested he get the paper work filed well in advance so that his project would be “shovel ready” when he received the  “OK” and/or funding from the State.
Received from ArcGIS - the CD for the 9.3.1 update. Roberta will install the update.
Old Business: 

Discussion of Ashby Easy to be Green meeting date April 22, 2009.  Cathy had a discussion with Bill Stanwood about the possibility of better advertising for the presentation.  Perhaps the Library is a better location for attracting attendees.

Terkanian: Order of Conditions for driveway for lot on Erickson Road has been signed and mailed.
Little Watatic Pond Improvement Association has requested for COC for DEP #93-250 with on-going conditions.  Steve Coswell appear to present the request.  The Association is looking for ongoing conditions to be attached to the COC.  The original conditions have expired and they don’t want to go through the time and expense of filing a new NOI.  They suggest that they would treat the pond every other year or every third year – as they have over the past 10 years.  They would only have Aquatic Control give a simple report in years that they decide not to treat.  The Commission has not received any of these reports, except when they have been applying for a new OOC or this COC.  Suggestion that the ongoing conditions be brought before the Lake Association Board and crafted and voted on.  Then submit this, with signatures,  Would also submit a report of the improvements.  Mr. Coswell will bring all of this back on May 20, 2009.

A Negative Determination of Applicability was issued for Martha and Raymond Svedberg, 266 Pillsbury Road, for construction of a 28’x 28’ garage. The determination was for work outside the wetland buffer. Future plans for house and septic will require an NOI. Tim wrote the determination, which was signed tonight.  Map 1  Parcel 24.6  .  Evidence of advertising for the issuance was received in the form of the newspaper advertisement from Tuesday, April 28, 2009 – Fitchburg Sentinel. Motion to issue the Determination was voted unanimously.  Made copies and gave original to the applicant.

New Business: 

Discussion regarding WIRE, which is the DEP’s electronic filing system. WIRE is still not live, but DEP claims that the wetland forms will arrive live in June. What are the implications for Ashby? Ashby is still listed as a town not ready to participate.  Special conditions can be handled in any of 3 ways: used MACC library of conditions, load our own condition library, or attach a word document.  All members will need to have a login – which will allow signing of the conditions.  Cathy has sent us the link to the site.  Jennifer Gensel is the person at DEP who has this project.  Cathy convinced her that Ashby was ready to participate as evidenced by Cathy’s pre-existing account.  Roberta also has an account, but might not be able to find the login or password for it.
The Earth Removal Board is a permanent board of which Tim is the current member representing the Conservation Commission. Question presented to the Commission was: would another member like to represent the Commission? Motion was made to have Tim represent the Commission on the board.  Vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  Meanwhile, the Earth Removal Board have been made aware of the removal of trees around the sand pit behind Heywood’s on Rt 31.  

Should the Commission purchase of New Gate for Blood Hill?  The existing gate has been destroyed by age and tree limbs falling.  Roberta has a lot of the materials necessary for construction of a fence and gate.  She will  bring an estimate for this construction to the next meeting.

Sheri Bean from MRPC had delayed the meeting for the trails because they were purchasing an expensive GPS. Meeting will be Thursday May 21, 2009  @ 7:00pm in the Ashby land room.  She will bring the power point presentation and maps.  Should invite people – like Grange, FOW, Friends of Willard Brook, and others.

Library silt fence needs to be removed.  This might be a project for the boy scouts.  Tim will try to contact them.

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled: 

May 20th 2009, at 8:00 pm: Continuation of hearing DEP # 93-305, for NOI received (2-17-09) from Whitman and Bingham for Erickson Road, Lots A & B. Prepared for Cynthia Belliveau-Carlo, Westford, MA. For septic, well and proposed house. Chris MacKenzie to join site visit.
Site Visits: 

4-27-09, 75 Page Road for the placement of a beaver pipe in dam. Request for EC from Mike Callahan, Beaver Solutions. Extensive ponding of water behind house is threatening both the well and the septic system. 

4-26-09 111 Wares Road – review of proposed site for building a barn. Barn would be outside the 100 ft buffer zone by a couple of feet.  Instructed the owners that the paddock could not extend into the existing vegetation in order to preserve a natural filter between the paddock and the wetlands.  Also gave them a pamphlet on best practices – including daily cleaning of the paddock and management of manure.
5-6-09: 401 South Road (Gary Cordio) Site Visit for a building permit application to construct a shed within the buffer zone. Instructed owner to move the building further from the wetlands.


Site Visits Needed: 
For Erickson Road, Lots A & B., Whitman and Bingham. Schedule with Chris MacKenzie at Whitman & Bingham Associates, LLC, Phone: 
(978) 
537-5296 – Bob will set this up for 7:00pm some week night.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:42pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

