Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of May 20, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Tim, Cathy, Roberta and Bob in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of May 6, 2009 accepted unanimously with one typo correction.

Treasurer’s Report: $50 dues paid to NRWA  $15.35 in postage to mail the forest legacy application.

Correspondence: 

Old Business: 

Watatic Management - Snowmobile Subcommittee meeting Wed. – 4th crossing that Cathy found is actually in Ashburnham.  Thoughts projected about where a new trail might be cut that would have less impact than 4 crossings.  Also a request from Al Jenks to remove old culverts.  Concern about whether these would be in wetlands and restrictions to motorized vehicles.  Needs to be brought up before the full Committee.

 May 27 7pm – 8pm Willard Brook State Forest Headquarters Cathy reports a potential 4th crossing for Watatic Snowmobile trails. There have been a number of emails regarding this meeting (triggered at least in part by our letter to the “stake-holders.”

Little Watatic Pond request for COC with on-going conditions. (Steve Coswell Dominic Meringolo and Tim Bauman appearing). Brought revised ongoing conditions.  Brought more data from Aquatic Controls.  Also brought a mission statement and a statement of improvements made to the pond over the years.  The last Minutes from the Lake Association showed that treatments were approved.  Presented signatures on the ongoing conditions. Will submit an amended copy of the conditions electronically.  Would like the President to mail a copy of the ongoing conditions to each member of the association.   Change made to their conditions to have a pre and post testing of the water.  The pre-testing would be done by residents, and so would be required even in years when no water treatment will be applied.  Treatment summary showed that there was treatment in 2005, 2006 and 2008.  If treat this year, it would be 4 out of 5 years treated.  2 septic systems have been upgraded during the last 5-6 years.  Evaluation has yet to be done to determine whether treatment will be required this year.  Motion made to issue a COC with ongoing conditions. 2nd Vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.

Roberta called Bill Davis to leave a message about Valley Rd pond, suggesting that he call the Beaver specialist, and also that they remove debris when they clean out culverts.  Bill Davis said he would talk to the supervisor as well as calling the beaver specialist.  The pond level has declined by about 1 foot.

Ashby Trail Inventory public meeting tomorrow night @7:00pm. 

Packard Forest Legacy Cr – application has been submitted, including mention on the cover letter that the house was in danger of foreclosure.  That moved the application to the top of the pile.  Irene DelBono tried to called Cathy tonight – she will find out why.  Al Futterman had sent a MOA regarding monitoring of the property by a 3rd party.  This document would have Ashby Land Trust assume the monitoring of the property.  Motion made to refuse to sign the MOA as we believe our interest will be better served by monitoring the CR that we will hold. 2nd and voted unanimously in favor.  Tim will send a letter to NRWA about this vote and confirming that he will attend the BOS meeting on May 27th, where NRWA will be submitting the CR for their signatures.  He will also ask NRWA when he will get the Commission’s signatures. Since Cathy is most familiar with the property, she will draft the description of the public benefits and conservation values of the property for the municipal certification for the CR.

New Business: 

Rene Rainville purchased property on New Ipswich Rd from Umphress issued on 7/20/06.  Needs to extend existing Order of Conditions.  Will present request in writing.  Roberta will write the extension.

Marilyn Benoit on  652Turnpike Rd appear to request COC – Filled out For 8A.  Site visit on Saturday, May 23 @ 8:00am.

Discussion regarding the 50% rule still applying in wetlands and their 50 ft buffer - even if it was storm damage that did the cutting.  So, preserving the tree with the broken limb might be easier for those chain saw fools - if it meant you could remove the truly damaged and already down on the ground (or in the water) tree.  Decision: Pre-storm should be used as the basal area, then the storm damage would be calculated as part of the 50%.

Cathy attended the Forest Visions meeting at Harvard Forest put on by DCR.  Have citizen advocacy boards and Cathy has become the advocate for the Friends of Willard Brook. 

ATV’s are all over the Joseph property – making the area a sand pit. Cathy will send an email to Ed Torkoletti suggesting that he post the property for no motorized vehicles.

Cathy would like to do a series of articles on invasive species.  She will start with the DCR pamphlet.

Concerns have been expressed about a building permit application copy that didn't have the 100' buffer box checked, but it was on Mayo Rd (surrounded by wet) The lot/homeowner is listed as Bonnie Koval. The permit is for a 3rd bay (12'x27') to be added to an existing garage. Do we need a site visit?  Michael and Roberta know the property – no problem.

Proposed Regulation Revisions to 310 CMR 10.00 and 314 CMR 9.00 sent via email by Cathy.

Hearings: 

May 20th 2009, at 8:00 pm: Continuation of hearing DEP # 93-
305, for NOI received (2-17-09) from Whitman and Bingham for Erickson Road, Lots A & B. Prepared for Cynthia Belliveau-Carlo, Westford, MA. for septic, well and proposed house. Chris MacKenzie = presenter.  Cathy will write the OOC when the new plan appears.
 Hearings Scheduled: None
Site Visits: 

Wednesday evening May 13, 2009 For Erickson Road, Lots A & B.,Whitman and Bingham. To be scheduled with Chris MacKenzie at Whitman & Bingham Associates, LLC, Phone: (978) 537-5296. Bob, Cathy, Roberta, and Mike

Site Visits Needed:
Meeting was adjourned at 10:15

