Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of February 18, 2009

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Bob Leary, Roberta Flashman, Cathy Kristofferson and Tim Bauman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of Feb 4, 2009 were reviewed and accepted unanimously after deletion of section mentioning the creation of a baseline for Paula Packard’s CR.

Treasurer’s Report:  MACC conference for the 4 Commissioners has been charged to budget: $380.00.  Purchase order for Mass Land Conservation Conference -  $114.00 will also be charged against the budget.  $67.50 deposited into Wetlands Account from NOI.   Received quote from ESRI $415.00 for annual maintenance contract.

Correspondence. 

Email from Dillis & Ducharme (Stan Dillis) inquiring about upcoming meeting(s), when to send in the NOI and where to advertise materials for the Erickson Road project for a driveway on the Terkanian property.  An ORAD was issued in 6/2007 with just a delineation of the wetland bounds.  Chair responded.

NOI received (2-17-09) from Whitman and Bingham for Erickson Road, Lots A & B. Prepared for Cynthia Belliveau-Carlo, Westford, MA.  Much of this property was being submerged by beaver activity.  Reviewed the application during the meeting.  Need to emphasize that the wetlands lines are no longer accurate.  Might ask that the house location be modified.

DEP notified the Commission by mail of their new, on-line filing via (WIRE) Wetland Information Resource.  Cathy, who already has a verified login, showed the Commissions which forms are online.  There is a semi-lengthy process to receive a verified login.

DEP Letter introducing MA Ecological Integrity Maps and Important Habitat Maps. 

Received an updated copy of the Wetlands Protection Act Regs from DEP - (310 CMR 10.00).

Email invoice from Kale Flordelis of ESRI Inc., with details about the 
maintenance program benefits for our licensing of ARCVIEW related software. ( $415.00.)  Motion made and seconded to authorize the expenditure of $415.00 for Arcview single use primary maintenance for 2009, starting on 5/1/09.  Unanimous vote in favor.

Old Business: 

Finance Chair, Lillian Whitney, to meet with us at about 7:40 PM to discuss FY10 budget. She postponed her appointment.  There will be a joint meeting of the Selectmen, Finance Committee and the Department Heads on Tuesday, Feb 24, 2009 starting @7:00pm.

Three Commissioners have received confirmation via email of registration at the Land Conservation Conference on Saturday, 3/28 in Worcester. 
www.MassConservation.org
MACC Annual winter conference is scheduled for Saturday, Feb 28, 2009. Cathy has received email confirmation of all 4 registrations.

Still waiting for snow-free opportunity to visit site at 940 Turnpike Road, Peter Bradley, owner, David E. Ross (Neil Gorman) engineers for a sewage disposal 
system upgrade, 

Chair’s response to the letter from Paula Packard regarding “Title Insurance.”  Denied the request based on tight budget and dangerous precedent.

8:00 PM, Ollie Tervo (978-833-8291 cell) appeared before the Commission to present plans for the construction of a covered deck on the back of his new building at 870 Fitchburg State Road.  The Commission had received a copy of the building permit which did not have the box for work within the wetlands buffer checked.  The Commission knew this to be an omission, since all of the property is within the 100 ft buffer zone.  Rodney Gerace, who is the proposed builder of the deck also appeared.  Mr. Tervo stated that footings for the deck were poured at the time that the building was reconstructed.  Although the Commission members had viewed the site when the footings for the building were in place, none of the Commissioners could remember seeing additional footings beyond the edge of the original footprint of the building – a condition of the permitting process.  Cathy and Tim conducted a site visit on Saturday, Feb 14, 2009.   The deck would be 51 feet away from the wetlands.  Roberta suggested that they mitigate the building addition with plantings between the building and the wetlands to increased the buffer effectiveness.  Also suggested that there be a drip line on both sides to receive the runoff from the roof and infiltrate into the soils.  Plan to start around the beginning of March and finish in a couple of weeks.  The Commission will plan to visit the site during the construction phase.
New Business: 

Tim found a letter in the ConsComm mailbox  regarding a Tier1D Fuel Oil Spill at 180 Turnpike Road.  Although the letter was sent by a company trying to solicit business based on the need to monitor or improve an oil spill, the spill was something of which the Commission was unaware. Tim will investigate further. 

There had been some inquiry by thee town of whether trails on Conservation Lands would qualify for FEMA reimbursements to offset the work required to rehabilitate the trails following the December ice storm.  Reimbursements, however, are only for trails that were created with paid services to begin with.  Ours have all been either pre-existing or created with volunteer services.

Note: Chair will be away for 3-18-09 meeting.

Hearings: None

Hearings Scheduled: 

3-4-09 

8:00pm NOI Hearing for Erickson Road, Lots A & B, for septic, well and proposed house designed by Whitman and Bingham.

3-18-09 

8:00PM NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis. Ed Terkanian owner.  This one is tentative, since we have not yet received the NOI.

Site Visits: 

Saturday, 2-14-09, Ollie Tervo, 870 Fitchburg State Road, regarding addition 
of a covered deck to the back of the existing building. Wetlands surround the property. Asked to bring plans to the 2-18 meeting.  Incomplete building permit application. Tim and Cathy

Site Visits Needed: 

Jones Hill Road, Dermody. No materials as of this date. On Hold.

NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis. 

940 Turnpike Road. Septic replacement, Ross – snow melt needed.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

