Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of March 19, 2008

The meeting opened at 7:30pm with Roberta Flashman, Cathy Kristofferson, Tim Bauman and Bob Leary in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of March 5, 2008 were accepted, with a change to the date of the last minutes’ acceptance, unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  nothing to report.

Correspondence: 

Calls from Claire Lavin and a prospective buyer regarding adding a garage to the house on 7 Piper Road (Mary Damon property).  The buyer called 2 members and both told him that it might be possible.  Roberta told him that filing a RFD would be a quick and inexpensive way to determine what was possible and “lock in” that possibility for 3 years.

Call from Stan Herriot, Ashburnham Municipal Light Plant, with a request to appear before the Commission seeking permission to do a study for a wind power project on Blood Hill.   Claims that U of Mass has done a study siting that Blood Hill is the best location in the area, assuming that Mt. Watatic is not available.  The Chair asked for a request in writing with the possibility of a presentation at a May meeting of the Commission. We should attempt to have members of the Blood Hill Management Committee present at such a meeting.    

Old Business:


Materials have been received for Certificate Of Compliance for 860 Fitchburg State Road.

210 Scott Rd Septic system (new site) Ross Associates – Tim drove by the site this past week and there was still a significant snow cover.  Will try to schedule a site visit for the last weekend in March.

New Business: 

Chair will not be at the 4-2-08 meeting 

Follow up on Mary Kraft’s suggestion that Damon Pond could be kept cleaner for swimming.  Cathy had attended a session at the MACC conference suggesting ways of improving water quality.  Cathy opened discussions with Mary Kraft, but things haven’t progressed much since then.

Ernie Pappas of Harvard Snowmobile Club and Melvin Bertram of Lunenburg Riders appear before the Commission to talk about Snowmobiling on Town Property and snowmobiling, in general, in the Town of Ashby. The Blood Hill Management Committee (BHMC) had also been invited to attend this evening’s meeting, but no one from the BHMC attended, with the exception of Roberta.  Initially they wanted to talk about the possibility of cutting a trail through the Blood Hill property to ultimately connect to Mt Watatic.  However, they spent a significant amount of time talking about the nature of their club, its membership and their activities.  Both clubs are connected with Snowmobile Assoc. of Mass (SAM).  They are family oriented clubs.  They have extended their trails from Lunenburg to Pearl Brook State Park. They have liability insurance, through SAM, which covers land owner liability in the event that someone is injured and attempts to sue the property owner for damages.  They would like to contact private land owners for access in addition to access to  town and the state lands.  They have worked with the Harvard Conservation Commission to build bridges on the conservation lands to make crossing streams with snowmobiles less damaging.  There was discussion of routes now under use by snowmobilers.  It was unclear whether the trails in use actually cross Blood Hill.
 But, they would still like to have the support of the Commission.  And they would like to partner with the Conservation Commission on projects.  A note of interest: to ride on non-state land, snowmobilers have to be a member of SAM or an affiliated club or written permission on their person from the land owner.  Would like to walk Blood Hill.  Ernie Pappas will arrange a walk with Cathy to discover what trails are actually in use at this time.  They will probably go this weekend, while there is still a little snow left on the ground to show evidence of snowmobile use.

Several comments from members of the Blood Hill Management Committee were emailed to the Commission following the scheduling of Mr. Pappa’s discussion were received by the Commission. Of the 4 received, 3 were against creating new trails for snowmobiles because of the likely use of those trails by people riding all terrain vehicles.

Hearings: 

3-19-08, @ 8:00pm, NOI for Garry Cordio on Deer Bay Road (Ross Associates.) DEP File # 93-299.  Opened and continued for 4/2/08 to, hopefully allow the Commission to conduct a site visit without snow cover.

Hearings Scheduled:

 8:00pm, 4/2/08  - Continuation of Cordio hearing.

Report on Site Visits: 

3-13-08  

Cathy and Tim conducted a site visit at 56 Ingerson Road to view flooding on property of Allan Dawson.  After inspection of the flooding and a culvert blocked with snow plowed from the road, they suggested that the Highway Dept or land owner could solve the problem by clearing the snow from the culvert.   Refused to give consent to the owner to create a “pond” to hold the water.

Tim drove 210 Scott Road. Little or no bare ground visible on the property.

Tim looked at the Cordio property. Still all snow-covered.


Site Visits Needed: 

210 Scott Rd

Deer Bay Road - NOI for Cordio (Ross Associates) Septic system upgrade.

860 Fitchburg State Road – Certificate of Compliance 

Erickson Road  - Bingham and Whitman question about whether the project would require an RDA or NOI.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

