Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of November 5, 2008

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Tim Bauman, Roberta Flashman and Cathy Kristofferson in attendance.

Minutes from the meeting of October 15, 2008 were reviewed and accepted unanimously after having mention of the temporary location of the meeting being added.

Treasurer’s Report:    Expenditures for this year total to 179.99 for a Norton Internet Protection upgrade and an NRWA membership.

Correspondence: 

Received an NOI - Limited project gravel driveway Jones Hill Road, Ross Associates.

Calls were received from two Piper Road residents regarding the highway department cutting trenches to the pond and the brook on the dirt section of the road.  They voiced concern about siltation into Willard Brook.  Will include on site visits this week.  Wonder if this is one of the offending sites from Cathy’s list.

Mt. Watatic Snowmobile Subcommittee meeting rescheduled for 11-13-08 at 7:00 pm to review and make a decision on inclusion of an agreement with the snow mobile group. Roberta & Cathy will attend the meeting.  Roberta can only stay a limited time.  Cathy will stand in if a vote is required later in the meeting.

Chair received a call from Dave Guilmette who plans to put an addition on his existing house at 333 Wares Road and wondered about wetland issues.  Chair suggested that he bring in plans for review.

Cathy received an email regarding caves mentioned in the Ashby town report and a person seeking their location.  She will tell them that they are on private property and give the owners name to them for contact.

Notice from Linda Sanders regarding 2009 License Renewals form. They have requested a response by November 12, 2008.  Chair will fill out the form, communicating concerns about B&Z Auto with the number of vehicles stored closer to the wetlands than specified and the conversion of a “personal use garage” into a business enterprise.

Email from Gary Howland.  Would like support from the Commission for a DCR Partnership Grant application to be used for stewardship work within the Watatic Habitat Reserve.  Suggested that he appear before the Commission with more information about the application.

Calls from Charlene Cote regarding original OOC and need for extension. Original was never filed with the Reg. of Deeds. We can sign an extension, have it notarized and then have the owner file the extension.  

Received a Cutting Plan for Map 4 Lot 42 Davis Road.  Owners are the Gostanians.  We have a prior cutting plan in our files and had walked the property the last time they cut.

Received a request for COC for 2461 West State Road, Zeller.  The Order of Conditions (OOC) was issued in 1998. The request for the COC has included the receipt stamped by the Registry of Deeds from the filing of OOC.  Tim conducted a site visit on 11/05/08.  No siltation fencing was in sight.  COC should be issued.

Received an NRWA "Smart Development Sustainability Summit" flyer for a two evening workshop. Wed 11/12 & Thurs 11/13 7pm.

Received a request for a COC for Hayes property, Jewett Hill Road, Ashby.  Not sure whether the requestor is aware that the Commission does not send the COC to the Registry of Deeds.  Roberta will follow up with a response to the email.

 Old Business: 

COC requests from D & D Civil Design Group, Form 8A, for Dermody, Lots 
1 & 2, Jones Hill Road.   The Commission received an email from D&D suggesting that the applicant would, in time, submit new NOI’s for the properties, at which time the Commission will issue the COC on the driveway portion of the project.

Andy Leonard appear to discuss the lots on Bernhardt Rd and the BOS’s plan to put them up for auction. Tax Title land Lots 77 & 80. The property is very wet - standing water, bull rushes, etc.  It appears to be too wet for a house, let alone a septic. Andrew Leonard will see what Kate will put on the deed – to prevent development.

New Business: 

Dave Guilmette appeared with plans to talk about project near wetlands.  Chair had pictures of the property that made the project easier to understand.  Cathy and Tim had been at the property.  Ask Dave to submit an NOI for the project, as it will construct a driveway within 40 ft of the edge of wetlands.  The property is surrounded on 2 sides by wetlands.

Dondi has new Arcview shape files. Cathy will pursue acquiring these.

There is a Senior citizens tax work off plan.  The Commission might consider using the program to get help in organizing the cutting plans or updating the spreadsheet of projects.

Charlene Cote appeared to request an extension of the OOC for Wilder Rd. in writing.  Signed the extension tonight and will issue on Friday.
Hearings: 

8:00 pm, Ross Associates, Limited project gravel driveway Jones Hill Road. DEP# 93-304

Hearings Scheduled:  none
Report on Site Visits: 

10-25-08: Limited project gravel driveway from Jones Hill Road, Ross Associates. Cathy and Roberta.

11-5-08: 333 Wares Road for building permit for addition to existing house. Cathy&Tim

11-5-08: Zeller property on West State Road Tim found the project complete and ready for a COC. Tim

Site Visits Needed:  none

Meeting adjourned at 9:40pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

