Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of November 19, 2008
Meeting called to order at 7:33pm with Tim, Cathy and Bob in attendance.
Review of the minutes of the meeting of November 5, 2008.  Minutes accepted with a note to explain the hearing minutes that were not emailed out will be sent this week.
Treasurer’s Report: 
Discussion of proposed budget for 2009.  Tim attended the Department Head meeting which presented two possible FY10 budgets, #1 is level funded with the usual $2000,  #2 is a 10% less budget gives the Commission $1196.70.  Known expenses: $415 maintenance ArcView, $120 MACC membership, $50 NRWA, ~$100 postage for permits.  As long as nothing unexpected came along (in addition to the downturn in housing), we would be okay with the “10% less” version.  If something came up similar to the recent land gift which cost ~$700, perhaps the money would come from the Town.
Correspondence: 
Received revised plans for the NOI - Gravel driveway Jones Hill Road, Ross Associates. 

COC for 2461 West State Road, Zeller, OOC from 1998, signed and delivered. 

Email received from Jason Colavito, 12 Laurelwood Drive, regarding drainage onto Fitchburg State Road.  He needs to stop the water from sump pump from crossing Fitchburg State Road.  New drain will be 6’ from existing pipe, 20’ from his septic.  All permits from the State Highway Department.  Drain pipe will go under Laurelwood Road into his neighbor’s yard and will be 50’ from existing wetland.  He has to get past the neighbor’s driveway so the pipe has to be longer than he would prefer.  The wetland flows into the culvert over to Store 31.  Drain pipe will go to a dry well.  Site visit Friday 8am.
 

 Old Business: 
Extension of OOC signed for Charlene Cote, Old Wilder Road (now Carr’s Mill Road) DEP # 93-257. Also attested to the original “true copy” was attached although it was never filed with the Reg. of Deeds.
NOI form provided to Dave Guilmette who plans to put an addition on his 
existing house at 333 Wares Road and wondered about wetland issues. After a call from client, chair offered the Commission’s help if needed.

Request regarding COC for Hayes property, Jewett Hill Road, Ashby.  Tim will send a copy from the file.
Report from meeting at DCR for Mt. Watatic snowmobile agreement 11-13-08.  Cathy attended, thought a lot of changes were made for a “final” draft to be voted on.  In the end, it had to revised yet again so no vote was taken.  Roberta’s issue of requiring 8” snow cover, or anything greater than 4”, was rejected by the other members as unenforceable.  The end of access on the emergency road seems to have been moved back further from the summit to some boulders at the “intersection”, a visit to check out the new location is required to find out for sure.  There is the potential that this will help with the snow cover issue since the area most likely to be damaged under low snow is the summit.  Unknown why DCR has reverted to “snow vehicle” after effort was put in to keeping the language to snowmobile to exclude vehicles such as ATVs with track kits.  Also added was a lot of cut & paste from other DCR documents.
Nothing further has been received on the NOI for Erickson Road from Chris MacKenzie. Extensive beaver activity puts the blue flagging in question.
COC requests from D & D Civil Design Group, Form 8A, for Dermody, Lots 1 & 2, Jones Hill Road.  Nothing yet still waiting for new NOI’s.
Lots on Bernhardt Rd and the BOS’s plan to put them up for auction. Tax Title land Lots 77 & 80.  They are being auctioned with note regarding non-buildable lots.  Auction is Dec 6th in the Land Use Room. 

Chair will again communicate with the Highway Department regarding complaints received from NRWA regarding the Enforcement Order areas on Mayo Road, and citizen’s complaints about an area on Piper Road.
New Business: 
Hearing request for NOI / Erickson Road driveway, Stan Dillis. Awaiting materials.  Hearing is set for Dec. 3rd 8pm
Ray & Martha Svedberg, 266 Pillbury Road, came in with Bruce Adams.  On lot of their existing house, they are planning a future new home with garage.  They want to put up garage now, house later.  Garage currently located in an “ugly” place.  How far into the buffer zone can they resituate and build the house?  Has seasonal stream.  Current thought would be to keep the house outside the 50’ buffer zone.  They have only brought in a partial piece of the plan; Tim would like to see the full plan so that we can go look at the lot and the wetlands.
Bruce Adams appeared to discuss the proposed police building: 7000’ sq. ft. building on a slab plus parking probably ½ acre impervious; close to the wetlands.  Has the Commission been out to see the “possible” wetlands?  Commission has not been notified or involved?  Where is all that water going to go?
Cathy updated the Commission laptop with the ArcView v9.3 SP1.
Cathy brought the Commission’s “Spreadsheet” up-to-date.  It is posted on the blog.
Received from DEP the official denial (concurrence with ACC) for Lot 2 West Road/ Palmer.

Hearings: 8:00 pm, Continued from 11-5-08, Ross Associates, gravel driveway Jones Hill Road.
 
 Hearings Scheduled: 12-3-08 at 8:00 pm, NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis. (No materials received as yet).
Report on Site Visits: 11-17-08: Emergency Permit for sinkhole in driveway at 1717 West State Road. DGL Contracting, Dave Legasse. Tim

Site Visits Needed:

Jones Hill Road, Dermody – on hold awaiting new NOIs
NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis - on hold awaiting NOI submission.
12 Laurelwood Drive - 8am Friday Nov 21
Meeting adjourned at 9:03pm
