Ashby Conservation Commission
Minutes for the Meeting of October 1, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 with Tim, Roberta and Cathy in attendance.  
Note:  This meeting was held at Tim Bauman’s house due to his immobility and the need for his attendance to make a quorum.  A meeting notice had been posted earlier in the week at the Town Hall and a sign was left on the Land Use Room’s conference table the night of the meeting.  Also, the Town Clerk was alerted to the change of venue.
Review of the minutes of the meeting of September 17, 2008 accepted unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report:  nothing new to report
Correspondence: 
MA Fish & Wildlife - New Priority Habitat & Estimated Map of Rare Species maps effective Oct. 1 2008.  The Commission will receive 3 hardcopies of the new maps.  We will share with Planning Board and Building Inspector.  Today’s pink slip in the mail box is probably these maps.

 

Town of Ashby/Bill Davis - MGL 520 CMR 14.00 Jackie's Law Ch 82A, new Trench Public Safety law effective Jan. 1 2009.  The law requires that all trenches – an excavation that is narrow (less than 15’ wide) and long and at least 3’ deep – be permitted and covered nightly.  The Commission isn’t sure how we would be affected since we only find out about excavation, deep holes, etc. after the fact.  Actually most deep holes are square anyway.
 

Camp Middlesex – received hard copies of RDA addendum and engineering firm’s letter.
 

MA Camp Lake & Pond Assoc. - request for membership dues.  Motion made to not have a membership with COLAP.  Voted unanimously to not join.
Old Business: 
No response as yet from letter to Lawrence Allard, 826 Turnpike Road 
Terkanian permit process:  Nothing new has been received.
Master Plan: Andy Leonard will be getting back to the Ashby Master Plan being in November.  He would like all data forwarded to him by then.

New Business: 
Bruce Adams – 

1) Map 2 Lot 20.1 – has a buyer for the entire 30 acres.  New development is out of the buffer zone.  The driveway work, previous OOC, has been completed.  Needs a site visit.  Development area has been cleared.  Stone wall in the back.  Wetlands in the front.  8am Sat 10/4/2008
2) Driveway work – culvert has stabilized. Silt fence has been removed. DEP #93- 264.  Had to move blueberries that were put in this spring onto mounds since they were drowning.  Has the Native Wetland seed to plant, will plant some now and more later in the spring.  The seed needs the wetland soils – they saved the soil and have replaced it.  The replication requires two full seasons (Order #34).  Bruce is taking on the responsibility of the replication in the Purchase and Sale.
Email inquiry from Alan Ewald/Ashby Land Trust regarding Forest Legacy CRs – no Town Meeting vote required.

1301 Ashby State Road erosion – culvert can no longer handle the water flow.  The building should be 60’ from the town border.  The clearing all appears to be in Fitchburg.  Cathy will try to attend the site visit Monday at 4pm.  
Two building permit application copies for the construction of additions were put in our box that do not have the wetland boxes checked.  Both properties are “in the vicinity” of wetlands.   The Commission will send Tony a note inquiring about why he is not requiring applicants fill in the applications properly.

Carl Steudel has contacted Roberta to find out how to legally remove beaver debris. Roberta has sent him to the Board of Health.

Rick Meuhlke
of NRWA called inquiring about purple loosestrife in Ashby.  He is looking to take part in a DCR grant program for eradication on DCR property.  The Commission doesn’t know of any on DCR land.  There is some purple loosestrife along Rt 119 near the Morrison property but that is not DCR land.  The Commission doesn’t feel that it would be in favor of the NRWA’s biological (beetles) solution. 
Hearings/Presentations:
7:40 - Mel Bertram appeared with a Request for Determination for the construction of snow mobile trails on the Mt Watatic Reservation.  Detailed plans must be submitted for construction that will take place in wetlands or within the 100 ft buffer to wetlands in order to make the application complete.  [Hard copy presentation of proposed work for the 5 areas of concern was made.  3 crossing, one filled ditch, and erosion on a steep section of the proposed down direction trail.]  The Commission questions why if Diane Wright has offered access via their land abutting why the Snowmobile Club would go through all the trouble of the 3 stream crossings and the erosion problems.  It seems a viable and much preferred alternate approach.  Roberta will contact Diane to see what access they are willing to provide. There is some confusion who is submitting the application, either the Lunenburg Club or DCR.  Also, someone will have to do the required advertising.  The application is not complete, so the 21 day clock has not started.
8:00 - Stan Dillis - discussion surrounding issuance of a "partial" Certificate of Compliance for Mr. Dermody's Jones Hill Rd project.  Stan would like sign off on the original OOC.  For the AOOC, Mr. Dermody would like to eliminate the beehive catch basin (Order #34).  No silt is flowing and the area has stabilized.  They feel the solution is now overkill.  Roberta recommends a third party come in to determine whether the catch basin is now/still required.  Tim would like to see the catch basin left in as a contingency.  Mike Dermody would like the partial completion to show potential buyers that the original driveway construction is complete.  Roberta would like to see two new separate NOIs for the house lots instead of the partial COC.  The catch basin would be attached to Lot B1.  Stan will present the idea to Mike and get back with the Commission.

8:30 - Heidi Messing - Discussion and issuance of a Determination of
Applicability for a project to provide temporary strength reinforcement for
the bridge crossing Willard Brook at the entrance to 4H Camp Middlesex on
Erickson Rd.  The required advertising was not done, so the issuance will have to be delayed until the October 15th meeting.
Hearings Scheduled: None
Report on Site Visits: 
Belliveau/Erickson Road; Roberta, Bob and Cathy.  Beaver work has greatly increased the size of the wetland and encroached on the wetland delineation lines (many of the blue flags are dangling over water).  Roberta will forward the photos to the applicant with a request that the wetland lines be revisited.  The vernal pool known to be on the abutting property appears to be further than the required 200’ from the proposed septic.
Site Visits Needed:

Bruce Adams, Jewett Hill Rd. Map 2 Lot 20.1 - 8am Sat 10/4/2008

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Kristofferson

