COUNCIL ON AGING

The Council on Aging meets in our office on the third floor of Town Hall at 3:00 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except during July and August).

Sadly, our active member and Chairperson, Edna Jamnback, passed away on June 11, 2007. Edna was also a member of the Senior Citizens’ Club, the Congregational Church, and the Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion. Ann Seymour accepted the position of Chairperson for the Council on Aging.

The council supports: 

1) The Nashoba Nursing Services (800 698-3307) provides Health Clinics at the American Legion Hall.

2) The Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder Affairs (800 243-4636) provides elders with health related information. 

3) Montachusett Home Care (800 734-7312) provides plans of care that enable elders to live at home. 

4) SHINE (Serving the Health Information Needs of Elders) (800 410-5288) provides free health care information, assistance, and counseling to Medicare beneficiaries and their caregivers; 

5) The Massachusetts Association of Councils on Aging (MCOA) (413 527-6425) has the goal of collectively meeting the needs of the Commonwealth’s elders.

6) A new program, Montachusett Veterans Outreach Center (MVOC) (978 632-9601) provides daily assistance to our veterans.

Winter “Sand-Buckets” were delivered and refilled by contacting Oliver Mutch at (978 386-5318). 

Senior lunches are available at the elementary school for $1.00 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Contact Rosemary Wayrynen at (978 386-7732) before 9:00 AM. Volunteers deliver Meals on Wheels Monday through Friday during school days. Contact Angie Godin at (978 386-6800) before 9:00 AM.

Frederic Day’s resignation was reluctantly accepted and the new member appointments of Nancy Catalini, Linda Stacy, Lee Mikkola and alternate, Patricia Wayrynen were gratefully accepted.

The Council gives its sincere thanks to the American Legion Post #361 for the generous use of their hall.

Ann Seymour, Chairperson

Nancy Catalini

Gary Leonard, Vice Chairperson
Linda Stacy

Rosemary Wayrynen, Secretary

Lee Mikkola

Oliver Mutch, Treasurer


Angie Godin, alternate







Patricia Wayrynen, alternate

ashby cultural council

The Ashby Cultural Council is a committee of at least five members appointed by the Board of Selectman to serve three-year terms. The primary responsibility of the council is to disburse funds received from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the Arts whose purpose is, “to support public programs that promote access, education, diversity and excellence in the arts, humanities and interpretive sciences in communities across the Commonwealth.”

The members of the Ashby Cultural Council met on June 4, 2007 regarding community input surveys and November 15, 2007 to vote on grant applications Two new members filled vacant positions: one two-year term and one three-year term. The Ashby Cultural Council is currently at its maximum membership capacity. Active members include: Chairperson, Denise Foresman, Treasurer, Tamara LeClerc, Secretary, Dorothea Rourke, Publicist, Joanne Boudreau, Education Liaison, Michelle Blake, Member at Large, Frances Steffian, Sandra Schippers, and Ann-Marie LaBollita.

The allotment of $4,000 was granted by the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the year 2008. The Ashby Cultural Council had $630.70 of unencumbered MCC monies available. The members agreed on allocating a total of $4,400.00 to the approved applications. Seventeen applications were received and requested funding of $11,305.00. Ten were voted to receive full or partial funding.

The approved requests and amounts to be disbursed for 2008 are:

1. Museum of Traveling Science 
Ashby PTC
$  355

2. Art Forum
Joanne Boudreau 
$  300

3. Reading is Magic
Edward Cope Jr
$  325

4. Juggling Performance
Henry Lapin
$  300

5. Sunburners Concert
Julie LePoer
$  650

6. The Art of Pastel- da Vinci Mode 
Gregory Maichack
$  395

7. Veggie Voyager Returns
Jay Mankita
$  400

8. Native American Storytelling 
Nashua River Watershed
$  825

9. Field Trip to NYC – Cyrano de Bergerac
North Middlesex High School 
$  400

10. Grandma, Vaudeville & Me 
Bob Thomas
$  450

 
TOTAL = 
$4,400

Individuals and organizations who would like to apply for year 2008 grants, due by October 15, 2008, may contact Chairperson Denise Foresman at #978-630-6822/email: for.d@heywood.org or the Ashby Town Hall. 

Respectfully Submitted by,

Denise Foresman, Chairperson

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

This past year has brought many improvements to the Ashby Free Public Library. Under the direction of Mary Murtland, Library Director, the library has continued expanding its services, vastly increased its volunteer staff, and made 

a great leap into the 21st Century. 

The library now has six desktop PCs with Internet access available for patron use as well as one dedicated for the CWMARS online library catalog system. The new Laptop Computer Volunteer Scholarship Program provided eight lucky students with a refurbished laptop computer each. This program is for secondary school students, ages 13 & older, who complete a commitment of 70 hours of volunteer library service within 6 months. The second round of this program is scheduled for completion in April 2008. Nine students are enrolled in this program and will each receive a refurbished laptop as well. This program brought in a total of 1130 volunteer hours and will continue to be available annually as we acquire these refurbished laptops. The Board of Trustees thanks BAE Systems for the donation of refurbished laptops. 

Thanks to a generous donation of $10,000 from former Ashby resident, Peter Barrett, the Ashby Library is now automated and online. The Board of Trustees thanks Mr. Barrett for his generosity; this would not be possible without this substantial donation. This brings an efficiency much needed to the library as well as allowing patrons access to Ashby’s online library catalog, and all Central Mass libraries that are members of CWMARS, from their home computer. Patrons must now have a new bar-coded library card for checking material out. New cards are being issued at the Ashby library. For more information on CWMARS and its online services, visit www.cwmars.org. 

In addition to a donation from Peter Barrett, a number of notable donations and grants have been made to the library in 2007. The AFPL Fund provided the library with the funds received through a $10,000 grant. This grant helped build the library’s collection of Books on CD. This past summer, 2 iron and wood benches were installed, improving the front of the library building. These benches were donated by Richard, John, and James Catalini in honor of their parents. The North Central Charter Essential School raised and donated $120 for the purchase of books. The National Alliance on Mental Illness donated $100 to purchase books on mental illness. Several private donations have also made it possible to purchase more library books and material. The AFPL is grateful for all donations made to the library, making it possible to grow its resources for all Ashby residents.

In 2007, the AFPL awarded $10,600 in scholarships to Ashby students attending an accredited educational institution. Applications for the AFPL scholarships are available in the Library for anyone interested and are due by May 15, 2008 for the '08-'09 school year. Awards are made in January after receipt of the proof of attendance for the second semester.

Town elections in April re-elected trustees Maureen Davi, Mark Lapham, and Anne Reggio to the board.  Dave Jordan was elected for his first term as a write-in. At this writing, the board members include Sally Bauman (Vice Chair), Maureen Davi, Lisa Gordon (Secretary), Dwight Horan, Dave Jordan, Mark Lapham (Treasurer), Paul McGrail, John Mickola (Chair), and Anne Reggio. 

The trustees continue to be interested in improving and expanding the library programs and services. The Friends of the Ashby Free Public Library and individual volunteers continue to be vital resources in helping us identify needs and meet this goal. We invite all to participate. There are many ways to volunteer at the library and even if you do not have time to be a regular or active part of the library, your input is important. Please feel free to contact any one of the trustees or the Library Director to make suggestions, request services or identify a problem or need. 

The library hours are:     

        Tuesday 10 – 5, Wednesday 1 – 8, Thursday 1 – 8,   Saturday 10 – 1

Information about the library programs, resources and activities is available on the web at www.ashbylibrary.org. Residents are welcome to contact the trustees at trustees@ashbylibrary.org or at regularly scheduled meetings. The Board meetings are held in the library at 7:00 PM on the 4th Thursday of each month. All meetings are open to the public and all are welcome to attend.






Respectfully submitted,






Lisa Gordon, Secretary 

Library Board of Trustees

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

The primary goal for the staff at the Ashby Free Public Library in 2007 was to catalogue and barcode the majority of the books and materials in its growing collection. Completion of this goal would make it possible for the library to become a circulating member of the CWMARS (Central and Western Massachusetts Automated Resource Sharing) consortium. We reached our goal in November 2007.  

Becoming a circulating member of CWMARS makes it now possible for our patrons to renew books, use reference databases, and request books and other library materials online at home or at the library. In order to use this service, patrons must have a library card with a barcode. These new cards are available at the library. We hope that you will visit the library, browse through our new materials, and get a new card.

Our collection of DVDs and periodicals has grown significantly this year and are a popular addition to the collection. The Library also provides public access computers and internet capability to patrons. Because of increased circulation, we receive three deliveries each week through the Inter-Library Loan program.

The Friends of the Library have provided Museum Passes to the community through the library, contributed periodicals to the collection, funded the community wide survey, and organized and funded programs for adults and children at the library. We appreciate their ongoing support.

The library has established two monthly Reading Groups, one for teens and one for adults. We continue to provide the popular weekly Story and Craft Hour for preschool children and their caregivers. A school-age Read Aloud and craft program has been offered during school vacations. During the summer 75 children participated in the Summer Reading Program. We also offered a weekly Summer Reading Camp at the library. 

The new library has provided increased meeting space for community groups. Weekly and monthly meetings were held throughout the year by a number of community organizations.

During 2007, the Board of Trustees initiated a new volunteer program aimed at encouraging teens to use the library. Ashby youth between ages of 13 and 18 applied to the Director to be a part of the Laptop Computer Program. At the end of the work period each teen that had completed the agreed number of volunteer hours received a reconditioned laptop computer donated by an area business. The Laptop Computer Program has provided the library with 14 volunteers and over 840 work hours. It is continuing for 2008.

The Library began participating in the Senior Tax Work-off program this year. Our senior volunteers have contributed over 118 volunteer hours. Their time and effort has been greatly appreciated and is truly essential as the use of the library continues to increase. We would also like to thank Robert Wilt, Douglas Leab, Michael McCallum, Mark Haines, Dianne Szczesuil, and the Library Board of Trustees for the many hours they have volunteered this year. 

Circulation figures for 2007: Books, 6737; Videos, 1969; Audio, 330; periodicals, 48.  Total materials checked out in 2007, 9084.

Mary E. Murtland

Library Director     

PARKS DEPARTMENT

The Parks Department is proud to report that through the baseball season, July Fourth and now into the fall that Allen Field is a very busy place. 

Many, many thanks to Bob Bedard who, with his crew or by himself, finished all the roofs at Allen Field that desperately needed repairs. The hours that were donated, materials and hard labor go a long way when the budget continues to shrink.

The Grandstand at Allen Field has a long history and has witnessed many baseball games with many fans watching some great ones. Mike Martin and his crew, for his Eagle Scout project, repaired, painted and raised the funds to bring it back to life. What an excellent job done by all. 

Thanks also to the playground crew and Little League for their help and hard work at Allen Field to help keep the playground and fields looking good. 

To Alan Murray and Son many thanks for supplying rubbish removal for Allen Field for all the events.

The Town Common continues to be a stop for many visiting Ashby. The band concerts on Wednesday nights during the summer are attended by many and enjoyed by all. Many thanks for those who decorate for the holidays and light up the Common.

Once again, the Common’s ground crew kept the Common mowed and trimmed to perfection. Bill Seymour Sr. and Stephanie Lammi once again keep things looking beautiful.

The Parks Department would like to thank all of those who donate time to keep the parks clean and to the help of the Highway Department staff whenever it was needed.

Submitted by,

Peter McMurray

Stephanie Lammi

William Seymour Sr.
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