PLANNING BOARD 

During 2006 the Planning Board signed 18 plans showing a total of 27 new lots. We would like to thank Patti McCloy for her service as Land Use Agent and welcome Andrew Leonard as her replacement. 

The board approved amendments to its’ Subdivision Regulations improving the methods of bonding subdivision projects and increased its fee for Approval Not Required plans.

We continued to work with Mark Archambault and Nashua River Watershed Association to update the Open Space Residential Development portion of the Zoning bylaw. We would like to thank the Conservation Commission and the Board of Health for their assistance in drafting this proposed bylaw.

The Board worked with Montachusett Regional Planning Agency to develop a Low Impact Development bylaw. This was funded by a technical assistance grant from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. 

The Inclusionary Housing bylaw passed in 2005 was triggered by a subdivision on Heywood Rd. that will consist of 12 to 15 lots. The bylaw requires the developer to provide one unit of affordable housing. The Board met with Megan Foley of Habitat for Humanity to discuss building one or more affordable housing units on town tax title land.

Respectfully submitted:

James Hargraves,  Chairman

Alan W. Pease, Clerk

Jean Lindquist

Wayne A. Stacy

Andrew Leonard

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION

The Agricultural Commission continues to meet on the second Tuesday of each month.  This year we have achieved the following results:

1. Establishment of the Right-to-Farm disclosure form, which is printed below. This form must be signed and included in materials submitted to the town when a real estate transaction is concluded. 

2. Establishment of a farmers’ market, which ran from June through much of September on Wednesday afternoons from 4 to 7 p.m. Paula Bogue of our commission chaired this event, and we hope to continue the market this coming year, as a way to promote and showcase local agriculture. We thank all those who supported this effort by being a vendor or buying products. “Be a local hero--buy locally.”

3. Developing a survey of agricultural endeavors in town to add to the town profile and to get a better idea of what resources and activities exist with regard to agriculture. 

4. Discussion of ways to enhance and insure the rural flavor of Ashby through conservation easements, agriculture-related businesses, and the right-to-farm bylaw. This ongoing effort is being done in conjunction with the land-use coordinator particularly, as well as other boards and interested people. 

5. Consideration of ways to communicate and advertise the agricultural aspects of Ashby. This year commission members have been active in establishing a statewide website for agricultural commissions, which will highlight agriculture in Massachusetts, as well as providing valuable links for land owners and farmers. The website will also assist towns which are in the process of establishing their own commissions. 

Respectfully submitted

John P. Mickola, chair

Agricultural Commission

DISCLOSURE FORM - RIGHT TO FARM BY-LAW

TOWN OF ASHBY

Seller:  _______________________________________________________

Purchaser: _______________________________________________________

Purchase and Sale Agreement dated: ___________________________ (“Agreement”)   

Re:  The property at _________________________________ (the “Premises”).

Prior to the signing of the Purchase and Sale Agreement, Seller shall comply with their respective obligations under the Right to Farm By-Law of the Town of Ashby including providing the Purchaser with this Disclosure, and upon such compliance, the Purchaser shall sign and return to the Board of Selectmen this Disclosure Form and Property Transfer Notification Certification (see below).

PROPERTY TRANSFER NOTIFICATION CERTIFICATION

To be signed by the Purchaser or Occupant prior to signing a purchase and sale agreement or lease for any property located in the Town of Ashby and filed with the Board of Selectmen not later than 21 days after the purchase and sale agreement or lease has been signed.

It is the policy of the Town of Ashby to conserve, protect and encourage the maintenance and improvement of agricultural land for the production of food, and other agricultural products, and also for its natural and ecological value. This disclosure notification is to inform buyers or occupants that the property they are about to acquire or occupy lies within a town where farming activities occur. Such farming activities may include, but are not limited to, activities that cause noise, dust and odors. Buyers or occupants are also informed that the location of property within the Town may be impacted by commercial agricultural operations and farm vehicles.

 I, _____________________________have been so informed and notified.

Date:____________ Address of Property:                                                          

Purchaser/Occupant

BUILDING INSPECTOR

The Building Department was quite active this year although new home starts have tapered off. I would like to thank the other departments for their help, especially the Town Clerk’s office for their assistance with administrative tasks. 

The following is a summary of the Building Departments 2006 activities.

PERMITS

Foundations
1

Demolitions
1

Pools
2

Barns
5

New Homes
7

Pellet & Woodstoves                                                        11

Additions                                                                          15

Garages & Sheds                                                              16

Remodels & Repairs                                                        26

Total Permits                                                                    84

Total Permit Fee Revenue                                  $15,288.00

Total Inspections                                                            346

Complaints
6

Respectively Submitted,

Anthony Ammendolia

Building Inspector

ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT

The Electrical Department noticed an increase in permits for 2006. The majority of permits are in the areas of new construction, remodeling and additions.

Number of permits for 2006 were 99

Revenue generated $6525.00

Number of inspections 227

Inspections for Town 6

Inspections for Power Company 25

Inspections for Fire Department 4

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the department heads and town officials for their help and assistance during this interim period. I am looking forward to working with all of you.

Respectfully submitted,

Harry D. Parviainen

Interim Inspector of Wires

PLUMBING AND GAS INSPECTOR

Number of permits for the year 2006
109

Plumbing permits
                     54

Gas permits
55

Number of inspections- approximately
150




Total revenue generated 
$7303.00

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Kapenas

Plumbing and Gas Inspector

ASHBY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

The Ashby Conservation Commission is a five-member town board appointed by the Board of Selectmen, in accordance to the statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (G.L. Ch.40 P8C). The charge of the Conservation Commission is to protect the natural resources of the community the duties and responsibilities defined in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Conservation Commission Act (HB chapter 18.9). Provisions are delineated for the planning, acquiring, and managing of open space, and monitoring agricultural and conservation restrictions.

The responsibilities of the Conservation Commission are derived from the 1972 enactment called “The Wetlands Protection Act” (Mass General Law Chapter 131, section 40) as described in HB Chapter 12 and the text printed in HB 18.34. This information is available to you on line at: 

http://www.state.ma.us/legis/laws/mgl/gl-131-toc.htm
Central to this legislation is the preservation of wetlands, the buffer zones that play an important role in the preservation of the biological, physical, and chemical characteristics of the adjacent wetland resource area.

The Rivers Protection Act, Chapter 258 of the Acts of 1996, the purpose of which is to preserve the natural integrity of rivers and adjacent land for the important values these areas provide to all citizens of the Commonwealth.

These laws define eight areas of public interest as they relate to jurisdictional wetland resource areas:

· Protection of Public and private water supply

· Protection of groundwater supply

· Flood Control

· Prevention of storm damage

· Prevention of pollution

· Protection of land containing shellfish

· Protection of fisheries

· Protection of wildlife habitat

For the convenience and information of the property owners of Ashby, your Commission has published A Guide to Wetlands Protection in Ashby. This brochure, available at the Town Hall, describes the responsibilities of both the Commission and the homeowner in wetland protection, and provides a practical list of “Wetland do’s and don’t.” We invite anyone to meet with the Commission informally with any questions or concerns in the early stages of project planning. The regular meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays of each month in the Land Use Room in the Town Hall.

During the past year, the Commission held twenty-three regular meetings, including: 

Twenty seven public hearings or continuations of hearings were held for Notices of Intent to work within a resource area or the surrounding buffer zones, for Requests for Determination of Applicability, and for Extensions of existing Orders. Two Emergency Certificates and four Enforcement Orders were also issued. Additionally, four Certificates of Compliance, signifying the completion of a project faithful to the Order of Conditions, have been issued. 

Eighty-eight site visits were conducted by the Commission, with a minimum of two members, and often the full Commission, on site. This equates to about 259 “person-visits.” Some of these walks were purely informational opportunities for the landowner to learn about the protected aspects of their property and how best to proceed with projects. Also, a number of preconstruction meetings were arranged with builders and project managers.

The Commission has worked in conjunction with the State Forester in reviewing and managing seven cutting plans for sites in or near wetlands thus reducing or eliminating any negative impact on the wetlands.

The Conservation Commission applied for and received a grant from the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation in a program for “Urban Forest Planning and Education.” This grant, matched with “In-Kind” hours by the Commission and volunteers, provided for the creation of a Forest Management Plan for the 170 acre Wiita Conservation Land (Blood Hill). This endeavor emphasized habitat identification, enhancement, and preservation. In February, the Commission presented a public workshop dealing with Forest Management and Chapter 61 tax-incentive programs, followed in May by a walk in the woods to observe a “Best Practices” managed area, and a formal public presentation of the Wiita Management Plan on the 31st of May. 

In April, the Commission co-sponsored the 3rd Blood Hill Clean-up Day. Additionally, we facilitated the acquisition of 118 acres of open land (formally know as the Joseph property) by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation.

A cooperative working relationship has been maintained with the following boards, agencies, and officers: The Ashby Land Use Agent, the Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator, the Ashby Police and Fire Departments, The Town and State Highway Departments, The Board of Health, the Planning Board, the Board of Assessors, and the Building Inspector.

Other Agencies that we collaborate with or participate in include: Ashby State Park, Fitchburg Water Department, Nashoba Associated Boards of Health, Squannassit Area of Critical Environmental Concern, the Nashua River Watershed Conservation Alliance, The Nashua River Watershed Land Trust Alliance, the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission, Mass. Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Mass. Department of Environmental Management, and the Ashburnham Conservation Trust. Commission members are also active in the Nashua River Watershed Conservation Commission Alliance, the Ashby Land Trust, the Open Space Committee, the Blood Hill Management Committee and the Watatic Management Committee.

We are participating members of the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions, and have been for over twenty years. Through this association, all Commission members have either completed or are working towards the eight-unit certification in Fundamentals for Conservation Commissioners.

Other ongoing projects in which the Commissioners are active participants include the development of the Watatic Mountain Management Plan and the Ashby Open Space Plan.

In August, the Commission welcomed Andrew Leonard, Ashby’s first Land Use Agent, who is working with the Commission, the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Agriculture Commission and other town agencies. The Agent also serves as an ombudsman for citizens in meeting project requirements. 

The Board of Selectmen, in October, appointed Linda Couture to the Commission. She replaces Paula Packard to whom we are indebted for many years of faithful and knowledgeable service to Ashby’s Commission. The current five-member Commission includes:
Robert Leary - Vice Chair, term expires in 2009

Roberta Flashman - Secretary, term expires in 2007

Linda Couture - term expires in 2008

Tim Bauman - Chair, term expires in 2009

Cathy Kristofferson - Treasurer, term expires in 2007

There are currently four Associate Members of the Conservation Commission.  They are:

Jim Stacy, Tom Mikes, Ollie Mutch, and Dondi LaRue. The Commission is deeply saddened by the death of Jane Mutch in September. Jane served as an Associate Commissioner for many years and was the personification of the knowledgeable and dedicated environmentalist. We sadly miss Jane, her expertise, enthusiasm and support.

Respectfully submitted by

George A. “Tim” Bauman

LAND USE AGENT

During 2006, the Land Use Agent role was transformed from an administration role to a planning and research role. In July 2006 when I became Land Use Agent, I was given the following tasks by the Land Use Department in order of priority.  The goal is to achieve these tasks by the end of the contract period, June 2007.

1. Advise and assist the Land Use Boards as appropriate or when requested by the Boards

2. Create a Land Use / Tax Base Study

3. Develop a Unified Permitting Process

4. Create a Digital Database of Mapping and Resources for the Land Use Boards and the Citizens

5. Update the Open Space Plan

6. Create an Outline for a Master Plan Process

I have advised and assisted the Boards on a variety of tasks including research for citizens on particular Land Use issues, finalizing the Heritage Landscape Inventory with Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), working with the DCR on an inventory and mapping of the Cemeteries of Ashby, editing and coordination on proposed bylaws, and attending smart growth conferences for protecting the future of Ashby.

I completed a Land Use / Tax Base Study of Ashby.  The study reviewed the current and historical land use impact on the Town, examined the relationship of current land use on the revenue and expenses of the Town, and recommended improvements to the relationship between land use and the tax base.  Currently, the Study is available on the Town website. 

Progress has been made on both the unified permitting process and the digital database.  A preliminary organization for the permitting process has been proposed and currently is being edited.  The digital database has been outlined and a digital map of Ashby combining assessor maps and state maps has been created.

Work will continue in 2007 on the unified permitting process and the digital database.  In the spring of 2007, I will be working on the Open Space plan and an outline to a Master Plan process.

Respectfully submitted:

Andrew T. Leonard, ASLA

Land Use Agent
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NASHOBA ASSOCIATED BOARDS OF HEALTH

ASHBY 2006

Nashoba Associated Boards of Health continues to serve the local Board of Health in meeting the challenges of environmental and public health needs in Ashby. In 2006 particular efforts were made to respond to continued demands in the Environmental Division while adjusting to changes in the Nursing Division created by national trends in health care. In addition to the day to day public health work Nashoba provides Ashby with the following services.

· Maintaining Nashoba’s internet web site to provide information for the public. (See nashoba.org)
· Through our involvement in the Bioterrorism Regional Coalition we are keeping the Ashby Board of Health up-to date on matters of emergency preparedness planning. We are currently working on the Town’s Emergency Dispensing Site Plan.  

· Response to the possible West Nile Encephalitis(WNV) surveillance effort  through coordination with MDPH, through the collection of suspected bird samples, submittal to the MDPH lab, and follow-up when the lab results were obtained. 

· Response to health related impacts of beavers through coordination with the local Board of Health in the issuance of the necessary permits.

· Response to state mandated changes in regulations requiring more frequent beach sampling through sample collection, submittal for analysis, and follow-up when results were obtained.

· Providing stepped-up enforcement of public health laws through the use of the Housing Court system.

We look forward to continuing our work with Ashby’s Board of Health.  Included in highlights of 2006 are the following:

· Through membership in the Association, Ashby benefited from the services of the Nashoba staff including: Registered Sanitarians, Certified Health Officers, Registered Nurses, Registered Physical & Occupational Therapists, Licensed Social Workers, Nutritionists, Certified Home Health Aides, and Registered Dental Hygienists.

· Reviewed 21 Title 5 state mandated private Septic System Inspections for Ashby Board of Health. Received, reviewed, and filed these state mandated (but unfunded) Title 5 inspections. Corresponded with inspectors regarding deficiencies; referred deficient inspections to Ashby Board of Health for enforcement action.

By the Ashby Board of Health’s continued participation in the Association you can shape your future local public health programs and share in the benefits of quality service at a reason​able cost!

Environmental Health Department

Ashby Office (days) ....................................................... 87

The Nashoba sanitarian is available for the public twice a week at the Ashby Board of Health Office. (This does not reflect the daily calls handled by the Staff at the Nashoba office in Ayer.)

Food Service Licenses & Inspections.......................…10

Nashoba annually mails out and receives application from both restaurants and retail food businesses.  Licenses are renewed for existing facilities.  Plans are submitted and reviewed prior to initial licensing. All licensees are inspected at a minimum twice a year.  Where deficiencies are found, a re-inspection is scheduled to insure compliance.  When a complaint from the public is received an inspection is also conducted. During this inspection health factors of food handlers is also investigated, and where appropriate medical consultation and laboratory testing may be required.

Beach/Camp Inspections.................................................. 12

Camps are inspected at least annually at opening for compliance with State Sanitary Code, Chapter IV, 105CMR430.00.  Public swimming beaches are sampled for water quality every week during the summer and more often if a problem is suspected.  

Housing & Nuisance Investigations...................................4

Nashoba, as agent for the Ashby Board of Health, inspects dwellings for conformance with State Sanitary Code, 105 CMR 410.00, issues orders for correction, and re-inspect for compliance.  Similarly, complaints from residents concerning unsanitary conditions or pollution events are investigated. 

Septic System Test Applications...................................... 46

Applications from residents proposing to build or upgrade a septic system are accepted, a file created, and testing dates are coordinated with the applicants engineer.

Septic System Lot Tests................................................. 194

Nashoba sanitarian witnesses soil evaluations, deep hole tests, and, usually on a separate date, percolation tests conducted by the applicant’s engineer which serve as the basis of the design of the septic system.

Septic System Plan Applications .....................................48

Detailed plans created by engineers hired by residents proposing to build or upgrade a septic system are received, filed, and routed to the Nashoba sanitarian for review.

Septic System Plan Reviews.............................................59

Engineered plans are reviewed according to state code, Title 5, and local Board of Health regulations and review forms are created and sent to engineer for revision.  Subsequent re-submittals by the engineer are also reviewed.

Septic System Permit Applications (new lots) ................16

Septic System Permit Applications (upgrades) ...............15

Applicants’ approved plan submittals and Board of Health requirements are incorporated into a permit to construct the septic system.

Septic System Inspections .............................................119

Nashoba Sanitarian is called to construction sites at various phases of construction to witness & verify that system is built according to plans.

Septic System Consultations............................................19

During all phases of application, design, and construction the Nashoba Sanitarian is called upon for legal details and interpretation.

Well Permits......................................................................10

Water Quality/Well Consultations ..................................15

Private wells are regulated solely by local Board of Health regulations. The Nashoba Sanitarian assist the BOH by reviewing well plans, securing well water samples, and interpreting water quality test results.

Rabies Clinics - Animals Immunized ..............................11

Nashoba arranges for local clinics with cooperating veterinarians, arranging for dates and location, placing ads in local newspapers, and sending home flyers through local schools.  In addition, since the recent raccoon rabies epizootic Nashoba has arranged for delivery of over 500 animal specimens to the State lab in Boston for analysis and has counseled possible exposure victims to seek medical assistance.
Nashoba Nursing Service & Hospice
Home Health

Nursing Visits..................................................................210

Nashoba’s Certified Home Health Registered Nurses visits provide skilled services to patients in their home under physician’s orders.  These services include assessment of physical, psychological, and nutritional needs. Skills include teaching/supervision of medications, wound care, ostomy care, IV therapy on a 24 hour basis, catheter care, case management and referral to other services as needed.

Home Health Aide Visits..................................................54

Nashoba’s Certified Home Care Aides provide assistance with daily activities of daily living including bathing dressing, exercises and meal preparation.

Rehabilitative Therapy Visit...........................................128

Nashoba Therapists provide skilled physical, occupational, speech, and dietary therapeutic interventions through assessment, treatment and education.  Their integration of client, caregiver, and medical outcomes aims at attaining maximum functional dependence.

Medical Social Service Visits.............................................6

Nashoba Social Workers provide short-term assistance to patients at home for counseling and referral to community resources.

Clinics

Local Well Adult, Support Groups, & Other Clinic Visits

Visits include well adult clinics, and immunization, cholesterol exercise, mental health and bereavement clinics.......................................112

Number of patients that attended 

Flu Clinics held in Ashby
..46

Number of patients whom received

Flu Shots that live in Ashby…………................……….48

Number of patients whom received

Pneumovax Vaccine
1

Number of patients whom received Hepatitis

Vaccine…………………………………...................….13

Number of patients whom attended Well

Adult Clinics from Ashby …………….................……109

Communicable Disease

Nashoba’s Nursing Service & Environmental Health Department work together to meet the local Board of Health’s responsibilities under the law to do the following:

· Investigate and control the spread of communicable diseases within Ashby (MGL Chap111, Sec 6, 7, and 92-116).  Nashoba works with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) in this area.

· Receive and process reports from physicians concerning cases of diseases “dangerous to the public health” as defined by MDPH (MGL Chap111, Sec6)

· Notify MDPH Division of Epidemiology and Immunization within 24 hours of receiving notice of any case “dangerous to the public health”. 

· Receive reports and undertake follow-up as necessary regarding certain food borne and waterborne diseases and diseases being monitored by the MDPH.

· Receives reports, investigates and conducts follow-up on all incidences involving positive rabies results.

Number of Communicable Disease cases Investigated:    9

Communicable Disease Number of Cases

· Hepatitis ..........................................................1

· Lyme Disease..................................................4

· Meningitis........................................................2

· Giardia.............................................................1

· Streptococcus..................................................1

Health Promotion

Nursing visits……….......………………………………11

Dental Health Department

Examination, Cleaning & Fluoride - Grades K, 2 & 4

Nashoba’s Registered Dental Hygienists, operating out of the school nurse’s office and records, provide these services to those children whose parents have given written consent.

Students Eligible............................................................  130

Students Participating.....................................................   89

Referred to Dentist..........................................................   26

Instruction - Grades K, 1 & 5
Nashoba’s Registered Dental Hygienists also provide classroom instruction of cleaning and maintaining health teeth to all children in these grades.

Number of Programs.......................................................... 7

Students Participating ................................................... 134
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CEMETERY COMMISSION

The Cemetery Commission is responsible for the care and management of all public burial grounds in the town. The commission meets periodically throughout the year to discuss and plan cemetery operations. When the need arises for a meeting, time and date are posted at town hall.

The past year has been an eventful one for the cemetery commission. In April, the people of the town began calling for the recall of the previous commission resulting in the resignation of all three members. Subsequently electing write-in candidate Daniel Harju at the annual election. The other two seats were filled by appointment of the Selectmen. Alan Murray and Mark Tiilikkala received those appointments to give the commission its full three members.

The subsequent months have been a learning experience for all involved. After beginning the maintenance season with volunteers and contracted help, the commission asked the Selectmen to approve three cemetery labor positions. Currently there are two open positions for the 2007 season and any interested parties should contact the commission for more information.

Previously the town approved the use of monies from the sale of cemetery lots for the purchase of “equipment and storage”. A Kubota tractor was purchased in 2005 and this year the commission purchased a trailer. The primary use of the trailer is to move the mowers up to West Road. and the Common. The previous commission used their own trailers. The new trailer is also large enough to move the tractor. This allowed us to cancel the registration with an annual insurance savings of over $600.00. As for the storage of the tractor, the previous commission had received bids for the construction of a barn/garage for the tractor. The commission reviewed these and found the cost to be too high for the budget. The solution the commission came to was to purchase a converted shipping container. The container is weather tight, secure, and moveable. It was also considerably less money than the barn/garage option. Some trees were removed and a site prepared for the container. It will be placed behind the existing tool shed at Glenwood Cemetery. The commission now plans to ask that the remaining money be returned to the sale of lots account to continue to accrue interest.

The avenues in Glenwood cemetery are in need of some maintenance this season. Two of the worst roads last spring, were repaired this fall. We hope to have them all a little better this year with priority based on need.

There is extensive stone repair/conservation to be preformed in all three cemeteries. This year representatives of the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreations: Freedom’s Way Heritage Association visited Ashby to inventory historic landscapes here in Ashby. They spent a good portion of their time here in the cemeteries. They also had a lot of good suggestions and provided resources to begin implementing a preservation plan.

Planning of the new section of Glenwood cemetery has begun. Keeping in mind the orientation of the existing stones, the layout of the avenues were drawn up and some were staked out. Work should start on these new roads this year. The necessity of graveled avenues is apparent to anyone visiting in the spring, or any wet day. 

The commission also received a computer this past year, reviewed available software and are planning to purchase software to help manage the cemetery records. Currently the records, books and maps are kept in town hall and researching a plot requires a bit of crosschecking. The new program will combine all these resources into one. It should be a great asset to this and future cemetery commissions.

The Commission would like to thank the following people who have been a great help the past year some as volunteers some just doing their job and more:  Mark Haven, Nick, Paul, Cyprianna, Ron and Ken Murray, Dave Holtz, Pam Tiilikkala, Craig Tiilikkala, James Porter, Andrew Theobauld , Ray Godin, M.P.’s Lawn and Landscape, Eino Pernna, Curtis Tree Service, Lorraine and Alan Pease, and everyone who stopped in and paid a compliment, comment or criticism. You’re interest and involvement has been greatly appreciated.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Harju
Mark Tiilikkala
Alan Murray

BOARD OF HEALTH

The Board currently consists of Mary Krapf (Chair), Nick Murray, and Cedwyn Morgan. Nick replaced Chris Allen in early 2006.  We thank Chris for his many years of service to the town on the Board, and welcome Nick to the Board.  Jim Gareffi of the Nashoba Associated Boards of Health (NABOH) again ably served as the Board’s agent in 2006.  

The Board met the second and fourth Mondays of most months on the first floor of Town Hall, and will continue to meet at that schedule in 2007. 

Much of the Board’s business consists of reviewing and processing applications for septic installations, upgrades or repairs.  Proposals for alternative systems have become more common, both due to the difficulty of the lots and the potential cost savings for some of these systems.  Refer to the NABOH annual report for statistics regarding the number of septic inspections, permits, etc.  Several systems have been funded by the revolving septic loan program and/or the community development block grant program. 

The Board has continued to oversee the environmental monitoring and mowing of the closed landfill on Greenville Road.  The selectmen now are in charge of operation of the transfer station at the landfill site.  

Other miscellaneous Board business has included housing court actions, a public meeting regarding the water supply at the new library, and emergency preparedness preparations. 

The Board did not pass or modify any regulations in 2006.  

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Krapf, Chair

Nick Murray

Cedwyn Morgan
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