POLICE DEPARTMENT

2005 has been a busy year for the department. In 2005, we took 77 offenders into custody. We are in the process of hiring a replacement for the vacant 5th Patrol Officer position, and have been short-staffed for the entire year.

	
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Domestics
	43
	32
	28

	MVA-Property
	52
	42
	58

	B&E
	27
	12
	17

	Larceny
	43
	39
	31

	Vandalism
	33
	15
	32

	Assault
	19
	8
	13

	Sex Crimes
	04
	06
	12


2005 has provided new enforcement challenges. We have seen an increase in felony offenses and more complex incidents that we must service with four full-time patrol officers. Offenses by juveniles rose sharply in 2005. While the total number of domestic incidents has decreased, the complexity continues to increase, especially where children are present. 
Using grant funds, the Police now have the use of a four-wheel drive ATV for off-road patrols. This has enabled us to respond to recreational vehicle complaints, searches, and general trail patrols. Our ability to provide this service has been enhanced by our participation in a regional police working group.

It is vitally important that everyone participate in their town’s policing. We encourage everyone to be attentive to his or her surroundings and to call the police if they notice anything out-of-place or anyone who seems suspicious.

We sincerely appreciate the cooperation and support of the Fire, Highway and EMS departments.

Detailed logs and other activity statistics are available on our website, www.ashbypd.com

Respectfully Submitted,

Steven C. McLatchy, 
Chief of Police

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT

The Communications Department plays a pivotal role in all Ashby Public Safety Operations. When a resident places a 9-1-1 call, their first point of contact is an Ashby Dispatcher. When someone from the Police, Fire, Ambulance or Highway Department responds to an incident, they communicate internally and externally through the dispatch center. 
Our call activity is increasing rapidly and we are working on a new training program to meet those demands. Our call volume exceeded 1,500 incidents in 2005. We received a generous donation of office furniture, and with the help of the Police Department and Fire Chief, were able to reconfigure the office into more usable space at no cost. 

We have also been able to take advantage of the new free training for dispatchers, put out by the State E-911, and have started training staff in Emergency Medical Dispatch. We have also been able to conduct CPR certification in house.

Using grant money, we have purchased new UHF radio equipment and the Police and Fire Departments now have dedicated UHF frequencies. This new system is presently under continuing construction.

I would like to thank the Fire, Highway, EMS and other town departments for the assistance and cooperation that we receive from them. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Steven C. McLatchy, 
Acting Communications Director

Joyce Hopkins, 
Lead Dispatcher
REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department answered 222 calls for assistance during the 2005 calendar year. Motor vehicle accidents continue to lead in responses with alarm activations next. Requests for medical aid are still increasing.

Twelve scheduled monthly training sessions were held with topics ranging from water supply, fire attack, ice-rescue, annual haz-mat review, auto extrication and a general overview of all apparatus. Special training sessions were held covering air-pack procedures, rapid intervention teams and life flight procedures. Several members also attended outside training in programs sponsored by the Massachusetts Fire Academy. One Massachusetts. Fire Academy training session covering flashover, was held in Ashby with the Mason Fire Department in attendance and our EMS staff on hand to monitor firefighters as they participated in the simulator portion. We are also continuing our Firefighter 1 Program and participating in mandatory Homeland Security Training.
The Town received various emergency supplies through a Homeland Security Grant Program. Wool blankets, aluminized emergency blankets, first aid kits, a portable generator, a portable water pump, and a light tower trailer were received.

Several Firefighters had a five-year anniversary for 20-yrs or more. They each received a signed certificate from Governor Romney and Fire Marshall Coan and a pin stating their years of service. FF Al Irish 35 years; Asst. Chief Mark Haven, Capt. Peter Montuori, and FF Don Phelan 25 years; Asst. Chief Paul Lasorsa, 20 years. Congratulations to each of them!  
Unfortunately we were once again denied a grant to fund a fire truck, and the State did not provide a Firefighter Safety Grant. 
I would like to thank the Chief Officers, Captains, Firefighters and Auxiliary Members for their continued support and the many man-hours they continue to donate to the town. I would also like to thank the Emergency Dispatchers, Police, Ambulance and Highway Depts. Selectmen, Administrator, and the entire Town Hall Staff for their help this past year. 
Respectfully submitted, 
William T. Seymour Jr.      
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