ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY -BOARD OF TRUSTEES
This has been an exciting year in the history of the Ashby Free Public Library. The trustees, working with the non-profit arm, the Ashby Free Public Library Fund, Inc., successfully raised the necessary matching funds needed for the Expansion and Accessibility project. Thanks to the Town of Ashby, generous private donors and especially the Ashby Free Public Library Fund’s Capital Campaign Committee, the long-awaited expansion has officially begun. 

Under the guidance of Linda Sanders, a large section of the basement of the Lyman Building was renovated to serve as temporary quarters for the library. In May, with the help of local volunteers, the trustees and the Library Director moved what was feasible of the existing library to this temporary home, allowing the library to remain open during construction. The trustees thank Marja LePoer and Faith Anttila for their hard work in planning and leading this tremendous task and thank Linda Sanders and all volunteers for making this possible. In June, ground was broken with a well-attended ceremony. The trustees have contracted Trace Construction as the General Contractor. Don Bucchianeri has been hired as the Clerk of the Works. With Linda Sanders as Project Manager and Ted Galante Studios continuing as architects, the project has had a productive and successful beginning. The support of the Selectmen, Fire, Police, and Highway Departments, Planning Board, Conservation Committee, BOS secretary Jennifer Collins and Town Clerk, Lorraine Pease, has been helpful in keeping this project moving forward. At the time of this report, the construction is on schedule and the project is more than halfway complete. Look for the Grand Opening sometime early this summer.

In August, the Friends of the Ashby Free Public Library sponsored a four-day event showcasing the world-renowned Lippizzan Stallions. The event was a huge success with the proceeds benefiting the expansion project. The trustees thank the Friends of the Ashby Free Public Library and all volunteers associated with the event.
In 2004, the AFPL awarded $7700 in scholarships to Ashby students attending an accredited educational institution. In 2005, the AFPL awarded close to $11,000 in scholarship funds to 32 eligible Ashby students.  Applications for the AFPL scholarships are available in the Library for anyone interested and are due by May 15, 2006 for the '06-'07 school year. Awards are made in January after receipt of the proof of attendance for the second semester.

Town elections in April re-elected trustees Lisa Gordon, Dwight Horan, and Paul McGrail to the board, each with a three-year term. In July, the board regretfully accepted the resignation of Peter Homer. Peter and his family have moved out of state, and we wish him well. The board has appointed longtime resident John Mickola and welcomes him at this very momentous time. At this writing, the board members include Matt Alfond, Faith Anttila, Sally Bauman, Maureen Davi, Susan Duffy, Lisa Gordon, Dwight Horan, Paul McGrail, and John Mickola. 
Though the trustees have been very focused on the expansion and accessibility project for the library building, we are also interested in improving and expanding the library programs and services. The Friends of the Ashby Free Public Library and individual volunteers continue to be vital resources in helping us identify needs and meet this goal. We invite all to participate. There are many ways to volunteer at the library and even if you do not have time to be a regular or active part of the library, your input is important. Please feel free to contact any one of the trustees to make suggestions, request services or identify a problem or need.

Information about the library expansion and accessibility project as well as information about library programs, resources and activities is available on the web at www.ashbylibrary.org. Residents are welcome to contact the trustees at trustees@ashbylibrary.org or by telephone or at regularly scheduled meetings. The Board meetings are held in the library at 7:00PM on the fourth Monday of each month. All meetings are open to the public and all are welcome to attend.

Respectfully submitted
Lisa Gordon, Secretary, 
Library Board of Trustees
ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

The Ashby Free Public Library Fund was formed by the Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library to assist the trustees in administering gifts and bequests given to the library. In December, 2005, the elected AFPL Board of Trustees reformulated the Board of Directors of the Ashby Free Public Library Fund. The new board consists of five independent individuals and four library trustees. At this time, the board members of the Ashby Free Public Library Fund, Inc. include Matt Alfond, Sally Bauman, Maureen Davi, Christina Ewald, Jeanie Lindquist, Maureen Margraf, John Mickola, Tom Mikes, and Mark Synder. The fund is recognized as a non-profit charitable organization under federal law and donations are tax deductible. Additional donations and bequests are gratefully accepted.

The initial goal of the non-profit arm, the Ashby Free Public Library Fund, Inc., has been to raise funds for the Expansion and Accessibility Project. Now that this goal has been attained, its mission now and in the future will be to continue raising capital towards expanding library programs and services. 

In Fiscal Year 2005, the AFPL Fund, Inc. raised $214,010 through fundraising activities. Many residents of the town have contributed either in a one-time donation or a pledge over a three- year period. We thank each and every individual who have contributed to this important goal.

Of the monies raised in FY2005, $209,000 was distributed directly into building expenses. A total of $7,837.00 was spent on fundraising activities and an additional $1,436.00 was spent on general administrative expenses. This resulted in a decrease of the AFPL Fund asset base of $3,971.00 from FY2004 year end. A full financial report is available for public review by contacting Matt Alfond, Treasurer, AFPL Fund, Inc at 64 Wilder Road, Ashby, MA 01431.

Since the close of FY2005, the AFPL Fund has transferred an additional $40,000.00 to the Town of Ashby building account. Looking forward, our intention is to divest the property know as the Parsonage and utilize those funds against building expenses. Additional pledge receipts and fundraising activities will close out the year and enable us to meet our financial obligations imposed by the MBLC and CDGB grants.

The AFPL Fund, Inc will continue to raise funds through grants and fundraising towards the establishment of an endowment for the library. Donations in the form of cash, pledges, or appreciated stock are gladly accepted. Please contact the Treasurer for details.
THE LIBRARY DIRECTOR

The library took a momentous move forward this year. The entire contents of the library were moved with the aid of volunteers to a renovated space in the basement of the Town Hall. Over 600 boxes of books and materials were stored on the third floor. 

The Ashby Free Public Library closed on April 9th and reopened at the Town Hall on May 1st. Many thanks to everyone who spent numerous hours renovating, packing, hauling, transporting and unpacking. Boy Scouts, Friends, Trustees and community volunteers, the move would not have been possible without your help.

The library was open Tuesday through Friday 3:00 to 8:00 PM and 9:00 to 12:00 on Saturdays or 23 hours a week for a total of 1105 hours. 48 children’s programs were held, including summer reading, story-times, puppet shows, musicals and live animal specials. 841 persons attended. The meeting room was used 75 times by community groups. Movie nites. were held with scheduled and requested films.

Circulation figures were Books adults (7,933), children’s (11,083) for a total of 19,016 Audios (793) Videos (6,986) for a total of 10,725. Total circulation for the year, including miscellaneous items was 30,771

As a certified member of the Massachusetts Library System, patrons of the Ashby Free Public Library have the privilege of borrowing from libraries throughout the state. Books, videos, CD’s, etc. can be ordered online and delivered to the library for your convenience. Come in and and enjoy the library and its assets. Please remember that your suggestions for books and other materials or programs are always welcome, appreciated and considered.
June 2006 will open a new chapter for the library. Please come and join in the celebration of the grand opening. 
Respectfully submitted 
Marja-Leena LePoer

Library Director

ASHBY CULTURAL COUNCIL
The Ashby Cultural Council is a committee of at least five members appointed by the Board of Selectmen to serve three-year terms. The primary responsibility of the council is disburse funds received from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the Arts whose purpose is “to support public programs that promote access, education, diversity and excellence in the arts, humanities and interpretive sciences in communities across the Commonwealth.” To promote a better understanding of the council and to receive community input, the local council held an informational meeting on May 19, 2005 in the Selectmen’s Office at which Brenda Jones, staff contact from the Massachusetts Cultural Council Office in Boston, was present. The open meeting was publicized in local newspapers and by invitational letters sent to local organizations in Ashby.

Officers of the local council of seven members which include Chairman Janet Umphress; Secretary, Beth Ann Scheid; Treasurer, Tamara Leclerc; Publicist, Joanne Boudreau and new members Denise Forsman and Michelle Victoria, met on November 16, 2005 in the Ashby Elementary School to review applications and to vote on which applicants were to receive funding for 2006. The allotment of $2,500 for Ashby from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for 2006 was $500 more than the allotment for 2005. The council had $1,956.87 carried forward from previous years, so the council was able to approve more grants than would have been possible with the $2,500 only. Twenty-one applications requesting funding of $8,863 were received at Ashby Town Hall by the October 17 deadline. Eleven were voted to receive full or partial funding.

Approved requests and amounts to be disbursed for 2006 totaling $3,369 are:

	1.
	Sadecky Puppets
	Ashby PTC
	$300

	2.
	School Concerts
	Ashby Elementary
	$225

	3.
	Pumpkin Festival Bands
	Friends of Ashby
	$600

	4.
	John Fitch Presentation
	Ashby Historical Society
	$125

	5.
	Photos From Glass Negative
	Ashby Historical Society
	$454

	6.
	Winter Dance
	Ashby Land Trust
	$400

	7.
	And Now Mark Twain
	Ashby Seniors Club
	$275

	8.
	NESPAD Update
	Jim Douglas
	$50

	9.
	Midsummer’s Night Dream
	Hawthorne Brook School
	$200

	10.
	Jerry Atrick – The Older I Get
	Ashby Council on Aging
	$200

	11.
	Celebration of Story & Song
	Ashby Elementary School
	$540


Officers for 2006 elected at the November meeting include: Chairman, Beth Ann Scheid; Secretary Dorothea Rourke,; Treasurer, Tamara Leclerc; Publicist, Joanne Boudreau and Education Liaisons Denise Forsman and Michelle Victoria.

Individuals and organizations who would like to apply for next year’s grants due October 15, 2006 may contact Beth Ann Scheid or the Ashby Town Hall. Also, there are openings for additional members of the council. Interested persons please contact Beth Ann Scheid or the Board of Selectmen at the Ashby Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Umphress 
COUNCIL ON AGING 

The purpose of the Council on Aging is to help seniors who need assistance. The Council’s newsletter notifies seniors of the programs that are available and is published once a year with special editions as needed. 

Informational Meetings

1) The Council on Aging has a new office with elevator access on the third floor of Town Hall and holds its meetings at 3:15 PM on the second Tuesday of the month except July and August. 

2) Special meetings with invited guests are occasionally held to provide help and information for Ashby’s citizens confined to their homes. 

3) The Council on Aging distributes informational brochures at their meetings and attends the meetings of the Montachusett Home Care Corporation, Central Eastern Massachusetts Councils on Aging, Apple Valley of Nashoba, and Nashoba Nursing Services. 

Programs & Activities

1) Clinics provide flu shots, blood pressure and blood sugar testing for seniors. 

2) MART services provide rides to doctor appointments and shopping. Telephone an appointment 24 hours ahead to Jennifer Collins at Town Hall on Monday through Thursday at 978 386-2501 Extension 11.

3) The File of Life program provides the File of Life information and a decal for seniors’ doors that directs Emergency personnel to immediately go to the refrigerator for the information packet containing doctor information, medications, and next of kin. 

4) Medical Equipment and Services including canes, walkers, wheelchairs and bath seats are loaned at no cost, to any senior who needs them. Appropriate contacts are made whenever a senior or family member requests information on home health care. 

5) Police attend Council meetings to explain ‘scams’ and be introduced so seniors might recognize when a real police officer is at their door. 

6) Elder Abuse confidential complaints are critical, potentially life-saving issues and are immediately revealed to the police. 

7) The Sand for Seniors program provides sand during the winter to people who are not able to get it themselves. Contact Edna Jamnback at 978 386-7700 to have the bucket refilled. 

8) Senior lunches are available on Tuesdays and Thursdays when Ashby Elementary is in session by calling Edna Jamnback before 9:00 AM. 

9) Meals on Wheels can be delivered to seniors when Ashby Elementary is in session by calling Angie Godin at 978 386-6800 before 9:00 AM. 

Edna M. Jamnback, Chairperson

Telephone: 978 386-7700

PARKS DEPARTMENT

The Parks Department is proud to report that there is more and more activity at Allen Field everyday during the summer months with the new playground in place. Families visit daily to use the swings, slides and just have fun.

Many thanks to all that have helped this year in maintaining, mowing and grooming the grounds at Allen Field. In the near future the town will need to repair the grandstand that has been there for several decades where many a baseball game has been watched. 

The Town Common is still a stop for many driving through Ashby on a spring day or fall afternoon to look around and relax for a moment to realize what a great place this is.

Many thanks again to the common’s ground crew that keeps it mowed and trimmed to perfection. Bill Seymour and to his granddaughter Stephanie, who carries on the tradition. Up early in the morning to get the work done. 

Ian Collins and the Ashby Boy Scouts took on the tennis court project this past fall as an Eagle Scout project for Ian. Through Ian’s leadership the project got completed and in the spring the courts will be ready to go. Thank you for the tremendous amount of work hours and getting the job done that will be used by all.

Once again the Parks Department would like to thank all of those who donate time to keep the parks clean and to the Highway Department for all their time. 

Submitted by
Peter McMurray

Stephanie Lammi

Randy Stacy
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