ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND

The Ashby Free Public Library fund was formed by the Trustees of the Ashby Free Public library to assist the Trustees in administering gifts and bequests given to the library for scholarships and other library purposes. The elected Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors of the Ashby Free Public Library Fund are the same people. The fund is recognized as a non-profit charitable organization under federal law and donations are tax deductible. Additional donations and bequests are gratefully accepted.

Funds can be donated for specific purposes such as scholarships, library renovations or for general library purposes. Regular donations and memorial donations are available immediately to be used at the discretion of the Board of Trustees for the purpose the donor intended. This year additional funds of $1210 were donated to the Todd C. Wright Memorial Scholarship Fund and $139 were donated to the Library General Fund in FY2004. Larger donations may be given as outright gifts or put into trust with only the principle usable. Trust funds are kept in insured accounts preferably at local banks or credit unions. The funds are managed to obtain the best available interest rates. Principle is preserved by reinvesting 10% of the income each year. The AFPL Fund now has the ability to accept gifts of appreciated stock and other securities for both the scholarship funds and the Capital Campaign. Gifts of stock or appreciated securities held long-term (for more than one year) allow you to help the Ashby Free Public Library while benefiting from an income tax deduction and avoiding capital gain tax. It also removes these assets from your estate, potentially avoiding estate tax. Cash pledges to the Capital Campaign can be spread over up to a three-year period, with a flexible payment schedule, if the donor so desires. Contact the Treasurer for details.

“Preserve The Future, Fund The Past.”

It’s the best of both worlds. We, the residents of Ashby, get an exciting new Library while committing a minimum of private funds. With a mixture of enthusiasm and expectation your Capital Campaign Committee embarked on a fundraising journey. Because each of us has limited experience in the world of finance, we engaged the assistance of a professional fundraising counselor, Andrew Searle. Thanks to his efforts, the skill of our grant writers, and the generosity of a resident benefactor’s $100,000 matching challenge, the final goal remains within reach for us, the residents of Ashby. 

Now, within 2% of the $2.8M costs, we are in the final stretch. Some special naming opportunities remain and the opportunity for permanent acknowledgement in the new Library is available to all who pledge or donate $1,000 or more. The AFPL has the ability to accept gifts of appreciated stock and other securities for the Capital Campaign. Your treasurer, Peter Homer, may be contacted for details.

The members of the CCC remain committed to complete this task. You may hear from one soon! Sally Bauman co-chair The Board of trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library determines how the income from trust funds is to be used, in accordance with the donor’s requests and stipulations. 

As stipulated by the donors, a number of gifts and bequest is used to provide scholarships to any Ashby resident who is attending a full time program of higher education. All students who apply and provide proof of attendance will receive a scholarship for each year of study up to a maximum of 5 years. The amount of the scholarships varies each year based on the number of applicants and the amount of income available.

This year the four Ashby graduates from the North Middlesex Regional School District with the highest ranking receive named scholarships. The Ashby Alumni- Locke scholarship of $600 was given to Lindsay Boyer, Marston- Lyman scholarship of $600 was given to Jodi Hague, Ruth Brooks scholarship of $600 was given to Leslie Berquist and the Todd Wright scholarship for $400 was given to Emily Sumner. An additional 18 Ashby students received $300 scholarship each for a total award of $7,600. 
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This has been another very busy year for the Ashby Free Public Library. The trustees have been working toward the expansion of the century-old building and ensuring accessibility for all. We have also been working with the non-profit arm, the Ashby Free Public Library Fund to raise matching funds needed for this project. All the time and effort by the Capital Campaign Committee, has been very effective and the support of the community is greatly appreciated. Trustees Sally Bauman and Paul McGrail chair the Capital Campaign Committee; Tom Mikes serves as honorary chairman. Committee members include Matt Alfond, Ken Brown, Maureen Davi, Betsy Dillbeck, Susan Duffy, John Mickola, Martha Morgan, and Anne Reggio. Throughout the year the trustees have also been working on septic, well, design, and site plans for the library expansion project. We have held hearings in order to inform the community of our plans and gone before town boards seeking approvals for them. The Fire, Police, and Highway Departments have been very helpful with their input on the site design. 

In January 2004 the town and trustees submitted a grant application for a Community Development Block Grant. The announcement of the grant award was postponed many times and kept advocates for the project busy going before the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners to request additional extensions of the deadline for the town to accept that agency’s grant of $1,400,000 for the library project. Selectman Mike McCallum and Representative Brian Knuuttila and his staff deserve our thanks for the efforts to bring about these grant monies to the town. We thank them and grant writer John Ryan and architect Ted Galante for their efforts. The town was awarded the CDBG money in July of 2004. After receiving the CDBG we were then able to accept the $1,400,000 granted by the MBLC. Linda Sanders was hired to be Project Manager. The Board is confident that she will bring the project to a successful completion. The trustees are grateful to all the above-mentioned for their assistance and also thank Planning Board member Alan Pease, BOS secretary Jennifer Collins and Town Clerk Lorraine Pease for their assistance and support.

At this writing the board members include Matt Alfond, Faith Anttila, Sally Bauman, Maureen Davi, Susan Duffy, Lisa Gordon, Peter Homer, Dwight Horan, and Paul McGrail. 

Though the trustees have been very focused on the expansion and accessibility project for the library building, we are also interested in improving and expanding the library programs and services. The Friends of the Ashby Free Public Library and individual volunteers continue to be vital resources in helping us identify needs and meet this goal. We invite all to participate. There are many ways to volunteer at the library and even if you do not have time to be a regular or active part of the library, your input is important. Please feel free to contact any one of the trustees to make suggestions, request services or identify a problem or need.

Information about the efforts to fund the library expansion and accessibility as will as information about library programs, resources and activities are available on the web at www.ashbylibrary.org. Residents are welcome to contact the trustees at trustees@ashbylibrary.org or by telephone or at regularly scheduled meetings. The Board meetings are held in the library at 7:00PM on the 4th Monday of each month. All meetings are open to the public and all are welcome to attend.

Respectfully submitted

Susan Duffy, 

Secretary, 

Library Board of Trustees

REPORT OF THE LIBRARY DIRECTOR 

This has been an exciting year for the Library. Not only have we received funding for an expansion, but also during the year the Library opened a new chapter by increasing hours Tuesday through Friday. The Library is now open 3:00 to 8:00P.M. 4 days a week and 9:00 to 12:00 on Saturdays or 23 hours a week throughout the year. 

58 children’s programs were held, including summer reading, story-times, dominoes, puppet shows and live animal specials. A rug braiding class was lead by Elaine Kielty as a donation to the building fund. The Sibley Room.was open to use by groups Movie nites. were held with scheduled and requested films. More programs will be offered in the future. 

Books circulation was adults (10,311) children’s (16,218) for a total of 26,529. Audio (737) videos (8,316) for a total of 9,052. Total circulation for the year was 35,935.

There has been an increase in requests for Videos, DVDs, Books on Tape and CDs. Suggestions for materials are always welcome and encouraged. During the year the library was given 100 music CDs as part of the Attorney Generals settlement with the music industry. 

As a certified member of the Massachusetts Library System, patrons of the Ashby Free Public Library have the privilege of borrowing from libraries throughout the state. Books, videos, CD’s, etc. can be ordered online and delivered to the library for your convenience. Come in and and enjoy the library and its assets.

As Library Director, I would like to thank the Friends, the volunteers and the Trustees for all their work. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marja-Leena LePoer

Library Director
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