Ashby Cultural Council

The Ashby Cultural Council (ACC) is an appointed council whose members serve a three-year term. No member may serve more than two consecutive terms. The Council meets once informally during the summer months to prepare advertising soliciting grant applications and once formally during the fall to review grant applications received. The Council meets at the Ashby Elementary School; meeting dates are posted; and are open to the public. The Council members for 2003 and their positions were: Nancy Lippincott, Chairperson; Joanne Boudreau, Co-Chairperson; Mariana Furtney-Fyfe, Publicity Coordinator; Ingrid Sweeney, Treasurer; Rick Tabor, Grants Coordinator; Ginny Bixler, Membership Coordinator; Beth Ann Scheid, Secretary; and members Tamara Buckley LeClerc, Janet Umphress, Diane Vanvoorhis and Barbara Landry.

There were several resignations this year, and the following are the members of the Council for 2004 and their respective positions: Janet Umphress, Chairperson; Rick Tabor, Treasurer; Ginny Bixler, Membership Coordinator; Beth Ann Scheid, Secretary; Tamara Buckley LeClerc, Grants Coordinator; and Joanne Boudreau, Publicity Coordinator. There is currently an opening for an at-large member. Individuals interested in serving should contact Chairperson Janet Umphress.

Each year the Council receives money from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the Arts to be disbursed to approved grant applicants. The amount is determined based on population. Due to funding constraints in the Commonwealth for the second year in a row, this year’s allotment was $2000.00 considerably down from the allotments prior to 2002 of $3300.00. Added on to this $2000.00 was $488 of funds approved for projects in 2002 that were either never held or not yet completed, leaving the Council with $2488 to award in this grant cycle.

Twenty-two (22) requests for funding were received by the October 15th deadline and nine (9) requests were approved, most at the requested finding level and one at a partial funding level. Due to having more requests than funds, certain choices had to be made.

The Council reviewed each application. Of the thirteen (13) that were denied, twelve (12) were "orphan" applications in that there was no apparent link to the Ashby community or Ashby residents and/or the applicants planned on performance space without providing for location or cost of renting suitable space. One (1) was not approved because alone it was for $1500 (75% of this year's funding) and the applicant provided no matching funds from any other organization.

Applications were received and approved for: Ashby Elementary School, Ashby Historical Society, the Town of Ashby, and the Friends of the Ashby Public Library. One application (for the Historical Society) was not really an application for this year- it was instead a request to extend a grant approved last year into this year's funding cycle. Since the money for that had already been approved and not spent, the Council voted to carry that grant over as requested. One "orphan" application was approved, however: foe a British soldier re-enactor. Community organizations such as the elementary school and the boy and girl scouts will be approached to find a local sponsor for this program.

The Council received requests totaling over $9915. $2480 in grants was approved, allocating this year's total allotment but setting aside $8 for administrative costs (postage to grant recipients). News releases will be submitted to the local media to announce this year's grant recipients and all grant applicants have recently been notified of the Council's decisions. A list of grant applicants and grant amounts is attached.






Respectfully submitted,






Nancy Lippincott, Departing Chair

Ashby Cultural Council Grants Approved 2003


TITLE
CONTACT
AM'T OK'D

1.
"Who’s Watching You?"
Ashby PTC
$250.00


Owls of the World
Michelle Alfond


2.
Willard Clock Lecture and Slides
Ashby Historical Society
$150.00



Florence Bryan


3.
Pictorial Charts for Town Sheds
Ashby Historical Society
$105.00


(Holdover from last year)
Sally Bauman


4.
Papermaking in Colonial America
Ashby Elementary School
$350.00



Lisa Careau, Teacher


5.
“Life in Ashby” Wall
Town of Ashby
$500.00



Linda Sanders


6.
British Soldier Lecture
Local sponsor to be found
$175.00



Guy Morin


7.
Bluegrass Festival
Ashby Historical Society
$400.00



Florence Bryan


8.
Pumpkin Festival
Friends of the Ashby Library
$250.00



Michelle Alfond


9.
Bluegrass Festival Music
Ramblin Floyds
$300.00



Cedwyn Morgan



Total

$2,480.00


Available from this year's allotment

$2,000.00


Plus $105 carried over from last year

$   105.00


Plus $384 from last year re-awarded

$   383.00



Total
$2,488.00

Parks Department

Have you noticed! There is some excitement building in the playground at Allen Field. The Playground committee has moved forward in starting to rebuild the playground for a safe place to bring your children to play. Through hard work, commitment and fundraising the NEW Allen Field Playground is starting to take shape. The summer of 2004 should be very exciting at Allen Field for the Playground committee. Many THANKS to all that have helped and will help and continue to help to get this project done.

The Park Commissioners would like to extend a special thanks to Linda Stacy for her hard work on the Board. Linda always took on the jobs everyone else didn’t enjoy doing. She made sure the bills got paid, would make sure things got done and always did a great job on the Common for the Holiday season. 

The budget is tight, will be tight again this year! The members of the Park Commission would like to thank everyone that helps in large or small ways to keep the parks clean. Special thanks go out to the Highway Department for always being there, Bill Davis for keeping old Nellie running, to the Fire Department for make the 4th of July bigger and brighter each year and Alan Murray’s crew for making sure the rubbish is removed. 

To the Common crew, who for the first time ever has a new mower, another outstanding year keeping the Common beautiful. Many, many thanks to Bill and Ann Seymour with their helper Stephanie Lammi planting flowers, moving the lawn and making sure every leaf and branch is picked up. 

The Park facilities are for everyone to use. We have exciting things going on. Please don’t hesitate to volunteer. There is always something to do! 

Parks Department

Peter McMurray

Stephanie Lammi

Randy Stacy

Report of the Treasurer of the Ashby Free Public Library and the

Ashby Free Public Library Fund

7/1/2002 to 6/30/2003

The Ashby Free Public Library Fund was formed by the Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library to assist the Trustees in administering gifts and bequests given to the library for scholarships and other library purposes. The elected Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors of the Ashby Free Public Library Fund are the same people. The fund is recognized as a non-profit charitable organization under federal law and donations are tax deductible. Additional donations and bequests are gratefully accepted.

Funds can be donated for specific purposes such as scholarships, library renovations or for general library purposes. Regular donations and memorial donations are available immediately to be used at the discretion of the Board of Trustees for the purpose the donor intended. This year additional funds of $1250 were donated by Dolores Wright-Asselin, family and friends to the Todd C. Wright Memorial Scholarship Fund.  $345 in donations were made to memorial funds and $504 to the Ashby Free Public Library Fund. Larger donations may be given as outright gifts or put into trust with only the principle usable. Trust funds are kept in insured accounts preferably at local banks or credit unions. The funds are managed to obtain the best available interest rates. Principle is preserved by reinvesting 10% of the income each year. 

The Board of Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library determines how the income from trust funds is to be used in accordance with the donor’s requests and stipulations. The majority of the income from these gifts and bequests is used to provide scholarships to any Ashby resident who is attending a full time program of higher education. All students who apply and provide proof of attendance will receive a scholarship for each year of study up to a maximum of 5 years. The amount of the scholarships varies each year based on the number of applicants and the amount of income available.  

This year the four Ashby graduates from North Middlesex Regional School District with the highest ranking receive named scholarships. The Ashby Alumni Scholarship, the Ruth Brooks Scholarship and the Lyman-Marston scholarship of $600 each were awarded to Kimberly Corbett, Rachel Mickola, and Meagan Mulford.  The Todd C. Wright Memorial Scholarship of $300 was awarded to Scott Lehtinen. In addition, 45 Ashby students received $200 scholarships each for a total award of $11,100. Some of these students will be receiving this award for the first time while others have received over $1,400 in aid.

PRINCIPLE RESTRICTED/TRUST FUNDS

ONLY INTEREST EXPENDABLE

FUNDS HELD AS OF 6/30/2003







PRINCIPAL
EXPENDABLE
TOTAL

LIBRARY GROUP
L
$2,666.28
$1,117.30
$3,783.57

ALONZO CARR
L
$5,345.52
$2,104.22
$7,449.74

DR HASKELL
L
$2,687.72
$1,252.78
$3,940.50

FREIDA LYMAN LIBRARY
L
$5,345.52
$1,904.95
$7,250.47

FREIDA LYMAN SCHOOL
S
$31,597.32
$1,493.64
$33,090.96

RUTH BROOKS
S
$184,484.28
$8,719.26
$193,203.53

ASHBY ALUMNI
S
$8,284.15
$1,856.01
$10,140.16

A.A.W. LOCKE
S
$5,365.18
$345.82
$5,711.00

FRANCIS MARSTON SCH
S
$(*)
$2,066.72
$2,066.72

TODD WRIGHT MEM SCH
S
$6,275.59
$-
$6,275.59

FRANCIS MARSTON GEN
L
$(*)
$918.00
$918.00

EDWARD & BARBARA  LYMAN
L
$5,182.00
$1,297.70
$6,479.70

OTHER FUNDS

$-
$-
$-

Total

$257,233.55
$23,076.39
$280,309.94

(*Principal controlled by Banknorth.  Interest paid semi-annually.)

Memorial funds not principal restricted

INCOME





 Interest
 $ 232.75 




 new gifts
 $ 345.00 




Total
 $ 577.75 












INTEREST
OTHER
DEDUCTIONS

BALANCES
6/30/2002
ADDED
INCOME
SEE BELOW







Barbara Lyman Fund
 $ 4,407.44 
 $ 65.00 
 $ 100.00 


Connor Fund
 $ 1,652.87 
 $ 24.38 
 $ 195.00 


General Fund
 $ 9,722.21 
 $ 143.38 
 $ 50.00 
 $ 279.39 

Total 
 $ 15,782.52 
 $ 232.75 
 $ 345.00 
 $ 279.39 







EXPENSES





 Books
 $ 49.19 




 Garden books
 $ 134.80 




 Web site 
 $ 95.40 




Total
 $ 279.39 




Respectfully submitted,

Peter K Homer, Treasurer

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND INC.

Ashby Free Public Library

Board of Trustees

Few things are more difficult than trying to reconstruct the events of a year past – and 2003 was an exceedingly busy one for the Ashby Free Public Library. Throughout the year the trustees continued to work toward improving and upgrading the library facility. Our goal is to accomplish this at minimal expense to the town. To this end, and with the approval of Annual Town Meeting, the trustees, with the assistance of the town administrator, board of selectmen, and almost every other town official and board, worked with grant writers from Breezeway Farm and architect Ted Galante on an application for an $800,000 Community Development Block Grant. The application was submitted on January 13, 2004. The trustees are grateful to all the above-mentioned for their assistance and also thank Planning Board member Alan Pease, BOS secretary Jennifer Collins and town clerk Lorraine Pease for their assistance and support.

In addition to working on the CDBG application, the trustees also worked to extend the town’s ability to accept the $1,400,000 grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. Here the assistance of MBLC staff and Representative Brian Knuttila and his staff were invaluable. The trustees pleaded our library’s cause with the library commissioners in November and the town was granted an extension until April 2004 to accept the state funds.

At this writing board members include Matt Alfond, Faith Anttila, Sally Bauman, Maureen Davi, Susan Duffy, Lisa Gordon, Peter Homer, Dwight Horan and Paul McGrail. Long-time members Judy Kulju and Nancy Catalini left the board to enjoy much-deserved but probably very busy retirements. Helen Stein relocated to New Mexico. We wish them all the best and thank them for their service.

Though the trustees have been focused on improving the physical library building, we also want to improve and expand library programs and services. The Friends of the Ashby Public Library and individual volunteers continue to be vital resources in helping us identify need and meet this goal. We invite your participation. Even if you don’t have time to be a regular and/or active part of the library, your input is important. Feel free to contact any one of the trustees to make suggestions, request a service or identify and problem or a need. 

Information about the efforts to fund library modernization as well information about library programs, resources and activities are available on the web at www.ashbylibrary.org and residents are welcome to contact the trustees at trustees@ashbylibrary.org or by telephone or at regularly scheduled meetings. Board meetings are held in the library at 7:00 pm on the 4th Monday of each month. All meeting are open the public and all are welcome.

Respectfully submitted, 

Maureen Davi  Chair, Library Board of Trustees

Report of the Library Director 2003

Our collection of videos (VHS and DVD), CD-roms, CD's, audio tapes and of course books continue to grow. Your suggestions for materials are welcome and considered, dependent on budget. Library circulation as of June 31, 2003 : books - 29,450, audios - 500, videos - 8,192 and miscellaneous periodicals. 

Internet access is FREE! Instruction on use and databases can be arranged. We have been working on having our catalogue online. The small networks grant and special project money have been depleted. Shortly our old library cards will be replaced with barcoded cards enabling direct access to statewide library databases. 

During the year the library was open 23 hours a week Tuesdays and Fridays 1:30 - 9:00, Wednesdays 2:00 to 7:00, and Saturday mornings 9:00 to 12;00. Total open hours for the year 1,155. There were 50 children's programs held, including story hours, summer reading and special performances sponsored by the Friends of the Library and the Massachusetts Library System.

The Sibley room has been used by several organizations, including Girl Scouts, town boards and the Historical Society. Friday Nite movies have been enjoyed by many. Why not join us at 7:00 on any Friday

The heating system ceased to function, sounding very much like a jet plane on take off Money was requested to replace the hotair furnace which was installed in December. 

The library is still not accessible, does not have potable or hot water or an adequate septic system. Parking on Main Street is hazardous for families with small children or persons with mobility problems, especially during the winter. The cost associated with 

compling with A.D.A, building and health codes could easily reach $900,000.00 without increasing space. Planning is ongoing to bring the building up to code. 

The Ashby Free Public Library has played an essential part in the lives of Ashby citizens for 100 years. With the support of the townspeople it will continue to provide service for the next 100. I wish to thank all the people who have and continue in that support and to those who have spent many hours attending meetings and volunteering. Thank you for your efforts.







Respectfully submitted

Marja-Leena LePoer, 

Library Director

Council on Aging 2003 Annual Report

The Council on Aging began the Sand for Seniors program. This program provides sand during the winter to people who cannot get out and get it themselves. Anyone who runs out of sand can call any member on the Council and they refill the bucket. Last winter the Council delivered over 40 buckets of sand to elders.

The Council on Aging gives out the File of Life information and decal for seniors’ doors so that if an emergency crew comes in they will immediately go to the refrigerator and take your File of Life information packet, which tells who your doctor is what medications you are on and next of kin.

The Council attends meetings of the Montachusett Home Care Corporation, Central Eastern Massachusetts Councils on Aging and Nashoba Nursing Services to learn more on how to help elders and get information folders to pass out at a Senior Citizen meetings.

The Council also receives elder abuse reports that are confidential files only revealed to the police when necessary. This is a critical, potentially life-saving, service we provide.

The Council has arranged for police to come to Senior Citizen meetings to introduce themselves so that seniors know it is a real police officer at their door. Also they spoke of safety issues and of scams and how to protect ourselves. The seniors’ feedback from this was extremely positive.

Sometimes we have special meetings with people who tell us about help for homebound citizens. People call the Council on Aging when they need home health care and we see that the appropriate contacts are made.

Also, the Council on Aging oversees the MART van services that provide rides for people who can no longer drive so they can get to doctor appointments and shopping.

The Council also does a newsletter to notify seniors of programs available. We publish the regular newsletter this once a year and special editions as needed. We are currently planning to publish biannually, instead of annually.

We administer the Meals on Wheels arrangements that delivers meals to 6 seniors 5 days a week. We also call in the orders for senior lunches provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays when Ashby Elementary School is in session.

The Council stores and distributes donated medical assistance equipment including canes, walkers, wheelchairs and bath seats that are provided to any senior who needs them at no cost.

Lastly, the Council on Aging is always available to help seniors who call and need assistance.

Cemetery Chapel Committee

At the request of the Ashby Cemetery Commissioners, the Board of Selectmen appointed Paul Lieneck, Michael Reggio, Linda Sanders, Ray Wilkinson and Ray Godin to an ad hoc committee to research and develop a plan to address the bequest of former Ashby resident, Rosanna Robbins.

In her will Mrs. Robbins gave the Town a gift of money in trust that currently amounts to approximately $74,000 for the purpose of building a cemetery memorial chapel.

The Cemetery Chapel Committee was established during the winter of 2003 and spent that time researching the gift, Town Meeting records, and potential uses and requirements for a chapel.

Last spring the committee walked the Glenwood Cemetery and identified two potential sites, also establishing that the design and appearance of the chapel would be dependent on the site selection. During the remainder of 2003 the committee has discussed many design options and sizes in order to fit within the funds available. When the committee has more solid development options, it intends to hold a public forum sometime during 2004 to hear what Ashby residents have to say on the subject.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cemetery Chapel Committee
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