RESULTS OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

JANUARY 11, 2003

The warrant was returned to the Town Clerk by Constable William Davis at 9:30 AM.

With a quorum present, the Moderator Peter Rourke called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM. The rules of the meeting were read. The warrant showed it had been properly served. The motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the warrant, and so voted.

The motion was made and seconded to allow the moderator to declare a two-thirds vote, and so voted.

Article 1.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $1,227.73 from Free Cash to the Prior Year Bills account for the purpose of paying prior year bills. 
VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 2. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $11,874.71 from Free Cash to the Group Insurance account for the purpose of paying for increases in group insurance costs.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 3. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $5,500 from Free Cash to the Audit of Records account for the purpose of paying for the increase in the cost of the annual audit.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 4.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from available funds the sum of $117,786.46, Chapter 90 bond issues, to be used by the Highway Department in accordance with the General Laws.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 5.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from Free Cash the sum of $5,000 to the Library Building account for the purpose of paying for soil evaluation, perc testing and engineering for a septic system for the Ashby Free Public Library.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 6.
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sums between Highway wage accounts as follows: 

from the Highway Superintendent Wages to the Highway Foreman Wages the sum of $52.04;

from the Highway Superintendent Wages to the Equipment Operator Wages the sum of $15.94;

from the Highway Laborer Wages to the Equipment Operator Wages the sum of $83.28;

from the Highway Laborer Wages to the Truck Driver # 1 Wages the sum of $273.87;

from the Highway Laborer Wages to the Mechanic Wages the sum of $76.75;

for the purpose of correcting the Highway wage account.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 7.
The motion was made and seconded to transfer from the Sale of Lots account the sum of $5,500 to the Cemetery Maintenance account for the purpose of paying for the repair of the Water System at Glenwood Cemetery.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 8.
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $3,563.71 to the Town Common Maintenance account from the following accounts:

from the Allen Field Maintenance encumbered account the sum of $363.34;

from the Town Common Maintenance encumbered account the sum of $14.65;

from the Allen Field Maintenance encumbered account the sum of $343.49;

from the Town Common Pump encumbered account the sum of $227.49;

from the Allen Field Supplies encumbered account the sum of $239.45;

from Town Common Maintenance (A#7) encumbered account the sum of $720.00;

from the Town Common Supplies encumbered account the sum of $155.29;

from the Allen Field Fencing (A#15) encumbered account the sum of $1,000.00;

from the Tennis Court Expenses (A#10) encumbered account the sum of $500.00;

for the purpose of purchasing a new riding lawnmower.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 9.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from Free Cash the sum of $3,000 to the Police Expenses account for the purpose of purchasing, repairing and outfitting a used police cruiser.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 10.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Selectmen and/or the Fire Chief to apply for, accept and expend an Assistance to Firefighters Grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the amount of $68,031 and any other grants for the purpose of purchasing air packs.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 11.
The motion was made and seconded to postpone Article 11 indefinitely.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 12.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from Free Cash the sum of $34,000 to the Highway Pickup Truck account for the purpose of purchasing a Highway pickup truck and plow.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 13.
The motion was made and seconded to hear the report of the Road Discontinuance Committee.

VOTE:





PASSED

Report of the Road Discontinuance Committee

January 11, 2003

The Road Discontinuance Committee was appointed by the Selectmen in May 2002 to make a report to the next Town Meeting. The committee is comprised of Peter McMurray, Bill Davis, Bill Peredino and Alan Pease. The committee was asked to look at three roads and make a report.

Carr's Mill Road., formerly Wilder Road.

This road extends from South Road to Valley Road and is approximately 1000 feet in length. The road was accepted in 1869 and provided convenient means of access to the mills along Valley Road especially Carr's mill and Wilder's mill. In 1936 Carr's mill, the last large mill in operation on Valley Road . burned down. We believe regular maintenance of the road ceased sometime between 1936 and 1941. In 2002 a landowner along this road divided his land and is actively marketing it. 

The road is unpaved and is passable in a 2 wheel drive vehicle when the road is dry. The Planning Board has taken the position that it would not be prudent to approve a building permit application until the town or some other entity has committed to constructing the road to a level of service that would provide year around access to emergency vehicles. The estimated cost to improve the road to a reasonable level of service using Highway Dept personnel is $39,563.00 for materials plus an undetermined amount for engineering and outside labor and equipment.  This would engage the Highway Dept for approximately 2 months and maintenance of other roads would suffer accordingly. The estimate to hire an outside contractor to improve the road is between $150,000 and $200,000.

The property owner is having difficulty selling his lots due to the lack of commitment by the town to improving the road. The town can either improve the road or it can discontinue the road.  Should the town discontinue the road, it will become a private road and the property owner will need to make improvements to the road. We recommend the Selectmen place an article on the warrant for the next town meeting to discontinue this road. Should that article fail, we recommend the Selectmen find funding to make the necessary improvements to the road.

Sheldon Hill Road

Sheldon Hill Road runs from South Road easterly to a dead end. The road has one bridge over Willard Brook. We believe this road was accepted in 1781 and is approximately 2500 feet in length.  The committee has not reached a consensus on this road and thus makes no recommendation at this time.

Bernhardt Road .

The portion of Bernhardt Road under consideration runs from Turnpike Road south to Rt. 119. This section of the road has one bridge over Trap Falls Brook. It is unclear when this section of road was accepted however the bridge was there in 1842 when the road was extended to its current length. In spring of 2001 a flood severely damaged the south bridge abutment causing substantial damage to the bridge and making this section of the road no longer passable. The estimated cost to replace the bridge is $400,000. This section of road serves the State Park and one house that can now only be accessed from Rt. 119. The sole private property owner on this section of road believes discontinuing this section of road would be in his interest. 

Prior to taking any action we believe the town should take responsibility for the damaged bridge and should not leave the liability to the State Park and the private property owner. The bridge is in danger of collapsing and will likely do so in the next flood causing further hazard to the users of the State Park, environmental damage to Trap Falls Brook and unwarranted expense on the town's part. The Highway Superintendent believes it will cost $15,000 to $20,000 to remove the bridge as it is. We recommend the Selectmen place an article on the warrant for the next town meeting to fund removal of the bridge. Following removal of the bridge we believe it would serve the towns interest to discontinue this section of the road. 

Respectfully submitted,

William Davis

Peter McMurray

Alan Pease

William Peredino

Article 14.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by purchase or otherwise as provided by the Massachusetts General Laws on such terms and conditions as are in the Town’s best interest for conservation and passive recreational purposes, a percentage fee interest in certain parcels of land together with any conservation easements thereon, located on Mt. Watatic being the parcels shown on Ashburnham Assessors’ Map 29, Lot 13 and Ashby Assessors’ Map 1, Parcel 2 and further being the same land shown on a plan entitled “Compiled Plan of Land located in Ashby and Ashburnham, Massachusetts owned by David J. Fenton, Jr., Trustee of the Mt. Watatic Nominee Trust by Hub Survey Associates, Inc. dated March 9, 2000” consisting of 48.5 acres in Ashburnham and 231 acres in Ashby, together with buildings thereon, consisting of 3 acres, more or less, of land underwater and 276.5 acres, more or less, of land above water, together with all flowage and other rights and easements and subject to all well rights and easements as are shown and which are described in a deed recorded in the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds as Instrument No. 513, on July 10, 2002 and in the Northern Worcester County Registry of Deeds, Book 4251, Page 285, which are on file in the offices of the Selectmen and Town Clerk; that said fee interest be conveyed to the Town of Ashby under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8C as it may hereafter be amended and other Massachusetts statutes relating to conservation. Said interest to be controlled by the Conservation Commission of Ashby and to be managed aforesaid Conservation Commission and the Department of Environmental Management and the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the Ashby Land Trust Inc. and the Ashburnham Conservation Trust Inc. or such successor organizations as they may have designated and the Conservation Commission be authorized to file on behalf of Ashby any and all applications deemed necessary for grants and/or reimbursements from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts deemed necessary under the so-called Self Help Act (Chapter 132A, Section 11) the Land and Water Conservation Fund and/or any others in any way connected with the scope of this Article and the Board of Selectmen and the Conservation Commission be authorized to enter into any and all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Ashby. Said acquisition and all costs associated therewith to be paid for by gifts and/or grants to the Town or other monies dedicated to open space acquisition, to authorize the Selectmen to petition the General Court for special legislation expressly authorizing the Town of Ashby to acquire such land in joint ownership with the Commonwealth, to authorize the Selectmen to apply to the secretary of environmental affairs to enter into an agreement, along with such agencies of the Commonwealth as may have ownership, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 21A, Section 20, for the joint administration of this acquisition in accordance with the purposes and requirements of said law, and to authorize the Selectmen and/or the Conservation Commission to convey a conservation restriction to appropriate state agencies or conservation land trusts in consideration of the purchase price, and to authorize the Selectmen and/or the Conservation Commission to apply for, accept and expend any and all grants, gifts, or reimbursements from any source whatsoever, including but not limited to funds available under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 132A, Section 11, the so-called Self Help Grant, which they deem appropriate to carry out this acquisition, and further to authorize the Selectmen and/or the Conservation Commission to enter into any and all agreements to execute and any and all documents, in the best interest of the Town, provided however, that all costs associated with said acquisition, including but not limited to any purchase price or damage award be funded by such grants, gifts, reimbursements or other monies dedicated to open space acquisition as said Selectmen and/or Conservation Commission are able to secure for this acquisition and its associated costs.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 14 by deleting the words: "and the Ashby Land Trust and the Ashburnhan Conservation Trust or such successor organizations as they may have designated".

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:





PASSED- DECLARED BY MODERATOR

Article 15.
The motion was made and seconded to raise by borrowing the sum of $250,000 for the purpose of purchasing a percentage fee interest in certain parcel of land located on Mt. Watatic contingent upon the Town’s receipt of grants, gifts or other funds awarded or provided to the Town totaling at least $250,000.

VOTE:



PASSED- DECLARED BY MODERATOR

Article 16.
The motion was made and seconded to amend Article IX of the Town By-Laws to renumber Sections 8 and 9 to be Sections 7 and 8.

VOTE: 





UNANIMOUS
Article 17.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Selectmen to petition the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to establish a Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of reserving monies to pay for capital purchases.

VOTE TO END DISCUSSION:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE: 

YES-47

NO-44

PASSED 



Article 18.
The motion was made and seconded to set the maximum amount to be spent from the Ambulance revolving account at $29,190.

VOTE: 





PASSED
Article 19.
The motion was made and seconded to set the maximum amount to be spent from the Solid Waste revolving account at $29,190.

VOTE: 





UNANIMOUS

The motion was made and seconded to dissolve the meeting, and so voted, at 11:12 AM.







Lorraine Pease, Town Clerk
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

TOWN WARRANT

APRIL 28, 2003

Middlesex, ss:

TO: Constable of the Town of Ashby:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Ashby Elementary School Auditorium in said Ashby, Monday, the twenty-eighth day of April, next at 12:00 PM, to give their votes on one ballot for the following officers:


SELECTMAN, Three Years


TAX COLLECTOR, Three Years


ASSESSOR, Three Years



BOARD OF HEALTH, Three Years


PLANNING BOARD, Five Years


CEMETERY COMMISSIONER, Three Years


PARK COMMISSIONER, Three Years


3            LIBRARY TRUSTEES, Three Years


TREE WARDEN, One Year






        

The polls will be open at12:00 PM and shall close at 7:30 PM.

And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in three (3) public places in said Ashby at least seven days before holding of said election.

Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of election aforesaid.

Given under our hands this 26th day of March 2003.

Janet Flinkstrom

Peter McMurray

Gerard Houle

       Chair

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) attested copies of the foregoing warrant in Three (3) public places in said Ashby seven days at least before time of said Annual Town Election.

DATE:





William A. Davis








CONSTABLE OF ASHBY

RESULTS OF ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION

APRIL 28, 2003

The warrant was returned to the Town Clerk at 11:52 AM on Monday, April 28, 2003.

Election officers on duty and duly sworn in were as follows: Bertha Tiilikkala, Betty Ann Tiilikkala, Edna Jamnback, Michelle Berube, Waldemar Tiilikkala and Andrew Gosnell.

The polls opened at 12:00 noon.

The following is a list of candidates and the votes and blanks each received as they appeared on the official ballot.

VOTES

SELECTMAN, Three years


Janet L. Flinkstrom
254

Michael McCallum
283

All others
4

Blanks
27

Total ballots cast
568




TAX COLLECTOR, Three years


Lee T. Mikkola
448

Anne A. Hayes
112

All others
0

Blanks
8

Total ballots cast
568




ASSESSORS, Three years


Oliver H. Mutch
503

All others
0

Blanks
65

Total ballots cast
568




BOARD OF HEALTH, Three years


Christopher B. Allen
459

All others
3

Blanks
106

Total ballots cast
568




PLANNING BOARD, Five years


Jean Lindquist
429

All others
1

Blanks
138

Total ballots cast
568




CEMETERY COMMISSIONER, Three years


George Beauregard
8

All others
32

Blanks
528

Total ballots cast
568




PARK COMMISSIONER, Three years


Randy Stacy
18

All others
40

Blanks
510

Total ballots cast
568




LIBRARY TRUSTEES, Three years


Alice(Sally) Bauman
374

Peter K. Homer
342

Susan Duffy
112

All others
20

Blanks
856

Total votes cast
1704

Total ballots cast
568




TREE WARDEN, One year


Derek Saari
472

All others
23

Blanks
73

Total ballots cast
568

The polls closed at 7:30 PM

Tellers on duty and duly sworn in were as follows: Ann Seymour, Deborah Pillsbury, Joyce Hopkins, Elaine Kielty, Sally Tracy, Stephanie Lammi, Michael Bigwood and Shaun Kielty. 

At the close of the polls the ballot box read 568 voters had cast a ballot: the checker tally sheet read 568 voters had cast a ballot.


Lorraine Pease, Town Clerk

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Special Town Meeting
Middlesex, ss:

To: Constable of the Town of Ashby in said County:

Greeting:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Elementary School Auditorium in said Ashby, Saturday, May 3, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. to act on the following articles:

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

Article 1. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $267.52 from free cash to the Prior Year Bills account for the purpose of paying a prior year street light bill @ $18.55 and a prior year veterans state retirement bill @ $248.97, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 2. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $5,000 from free cash to the EMS ALS Charges & Collection Fees account for the purpose of paying for ALS charges and collection fees, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 3. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sums from the Highway Laborer account to the Highway wage accounts as follows:

$146.16 to the Highway Superintendent account

$126.00 to the Highway Mechanic account

$190.00 to the Highway Equipment Operator account

$346.72 to the Highway Truck Driver #1 account

for the purpose of paying highway wages, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 4. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $7,706 from Grange Hall Repairs account to a Municipal Buildings Repairs account for the purpose of paying for repairs to Town buildings, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 5. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $3000.00 to the Records Preservation account from the following accounts:


from the Town Clerk Expense account the sum of $1500.00



from the Election & Registration Expense account the sum of $1400.00


from the Vital Statistics account the sum of $100.00

for the purpose of paying for preserving Town records, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 6. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $3,620 from free cash to the Conservation Wetlands Act account for the purpose of reimbursing prior year filing fee receipts credited to the general fund, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 7.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $5,000 from free cash to the Road Maintenance account for the purpose of paying for road repair projects, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 8.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $15,000 from free cash to the Solid Waste Management account for the purpose of paying for curbside pickup services, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action

Article 9.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $885 from free cash to the Police Expenses account for the purpose of paying for the replacement of damaged radar components, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $20,000 from free cash to the Reserve account for the purpose of replenishing the Reserve account to pay for unforeseen expenses, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 11. To see if the town will vote to transfer the sum of $19,500 from the following accounts:

Library Building
$3,000.00

A#16 Library Foundation & Drain
$10,000.00

Library Special Projects Enc
$500.00

A#21 Library Drive/Access
$6,000.00

to the Library Renovation account for the purpose of paying an architect, engineer and grant writer to assist the Town in preparing grants to fund the compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and/or building and sanitation regulations by the Ashby Free Public Library, or take any action relative thereto.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $60,037.50 to the Library Renovation account from the following accounts:

Library Special Projects Enc
$2,037.50

Landfill Escrow
$43,000.00

A#16 Library Foundation & Drain
$10,000.00

A#17 Library Electric
$5,000.00

for the purpose of paying the Town's portion of grants for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and/or building and sanitation regulations by the Ashby Free Public Library, or take any action relative thereto.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in at least three (3) public places in said Ashby fourteen (14) days at least before holding of said meeting.  Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meeting aforesaid.

Given under our hands this  9th  day of April, 2003.

Janet Flinkstrom,

Chair
Peter McMurray, Procurement
Gerard Houle,

Clerk

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) attested copies of the foregoing warrant in three (3) public places in said Ashby at least fourteen days before the time of said Special Town Meeting.

Date:




      

   William Davis

   Constable of Ashby

RESULTS OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

MAY 3, 2003

The warrant was returned to the Town Clerk by Constable William Davis at 9:15 AM.

With a quorum present, the Moderator Peter Rourke called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. The rules of the meeting were read. The warrant showed it had been properly served.

The motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the warrant, and so voted.

The Moderator recognized the former Selectman Janet Flinkstrom for her 3 years of service as a member of the Board of Selectmen, her years as a member of the Conservation Commission and  the Ashby Land Trust.

The moderator then welcomes Selectman Michael McCallum to the Board of Selectmen.

The motion was made and seconded to allow the moderator to declare a two-thirds vote, and so voted.

Article 1. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $267.52 from free cash to the Prior Year Bills account for the purpose of paying a prior year street light bill @ $18.55 and a prior year veterans state retirement bill @ $248.97.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 2. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $5,000 from free cash to the EMS ALS Charges & Collection Fees account for the purpose of paying for ALS charges and collection fees.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS


Article 3. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sums from the Highway Laborer account to the Highway wage accounts as follows:

$146.16 to the Highway Superintendent account

$126.00 to the Highway Mechanic account

$190.00 to the Highway Equipment Operator account

$346.72 to the Highway Truck Driver #1 account

for the purpose of paying highway wages.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 4. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $7,706 from Grange Hall Repairs account to a Municipal Buildings Repairs account for the purpose of paying for repairs to Town buildings.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 5. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $3000.00 to the Records Preservation account from the following accounts:


from the Town Clerk Expense account the sum of $1500.00



from the Election & Registration Expense account the sum of $1400.00


from the Vital Statistics account the sum of $100.00

for the purpose of paying for preserving Town records.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 6. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $3,620 from free cash to the Conservation Wetlands Act account for the purpose of reimbursing prior year filing fee receipts credited to the general fund.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 7.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $5,000 from free cash to the Road Maintenance account for the purpose of paying for road repair projects.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 8.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $15,000 from free cash to the Solid Waste Management account for the purpose of paying for curbside pickup services.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 8 to appropriate the sum of $12,000 from free cash to the Solid Waste Management account for the purpose of paying for curbside pickup services.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


PASSED

Article 9.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $885 from free cash to the Police Expenses account for the purpose of paying for the replacement of damaged radar components.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 10. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $20,000 from free cash to the Reserve account for the purpose of replenishing the Reserve account to pay for unforeseen expenses.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 11. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $19,500 from the following accounts:

Library Building
$3,000.00

A#16 Library Foundation & Drain
$10,000.00

Library Special Projects Enc
$500.00

A#21 Library Drive/Access
$6,000.00

to the Library Renovation account for the purpose of paying an architect, engineer and grant writer to assist the Town in preparing grants to fund the compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and/or building and sanitation regulations by the Ashby Free Public Library.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 12. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $60,037.50 to the Library Renovation account from the following accounts:

Library Special Projects Enc
$2,037.50

Landfill Escrow
$43,000.00

A#16 Library Foundation & Drain
$10,000.00

A#17 Library Electric
$5,000.00

for the purpose of paying the Town's portion of grants for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and/or building and sanitation regulations by the Ashby Free Public Library.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 12 by transferring the sum of $47,037.50 and reducing the amount to be transferred from the Landfill Escrow account to $30,000.00.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:



PASSED

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:



PASSED

The motion was made and seconded to dissolve the Special Town Meeting, and so voted.







Lorraine Pease







ASHBY TOWN CLERK

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Annual Town Meeting
Middlesex, ss:

To:  Constable of the Town of Ashby in said County:

Greeting:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Elementary School Auditorium in said Ashby, Saturday, May 3, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. to act on the following articles:

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

Article 1.
To see if the Town will vote to elect all other town officers not required to be on the official ballot.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 2.
To see if the Town will vote to hear the reports of the various town officials and committees.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 3.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to borrow funds as necessary in anticipation of revenue, in accordance with Chapter 44, Sections 23 to 27 of the Massachusetts General Laws, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 4.
To see if the Town will vote to accept the following sums in trust; the income therefrom to be expended for the perpetual care of lots as follows:

Glenwood Cemetery

Amount
Name



Ave.
Lot
Section

$100.00

Margaret Dooley


BR
19
Lyman

$  50.00

Michael & Joyce Manzello
BR
20
Lyman

West Cemetery

Amount
Name


Ave.
Lot
Section

$100.00
Taimi Marttinen

BR
188
    II

$150.00
Kevin T. Brooke

2nd 
139R

$100.00
Tracy Bitondo

3rd
186    
    II

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 5.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sums of money necessary to defray charges and expenses of the Town for the ensuing fiscal year (FY2004) beginning July 1, 2003 and ending June 30, 2004, and to fix the salaries of all elected officials, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 6.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $194,909.75 from free cash in order to defray charges and expenses of the Town for the ensuing fiscal year (FY2004) beginning July 1, 2003 and ending June 30, 2004, and to fix the salaries of all elected officials, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 7.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $7,000 from free cash to the Band Concerts account for the purpose of paying the Town’s portion the Summer Band Concerts on the Town Common, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action
Article 8.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $1,200 from free cash to the Band Concerts account for the purpose of paying the Town’s portion of the July 3rd Band Concert at Allen Field, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action
Article 9.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and/or the Fire Chief to apply for, accept and expend a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the amount of $250,000 for the purpose of purchasing a fire truck, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 10.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from free cash the sum of $25,000 to the Fire Truck Replacement account for the purpose of paying for the Town’s portion of a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant of $250,000, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 11.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $35,000 to the Fire Equipment Replacement account for the purpose of refurbishing the ladder tower, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action
Article 12
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $20,000 to the Highway Truck account for the purpose of paying for a wing assembly for the Highway Road Grader, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action
Article 13.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $20,000 from free cash to the Highway Bridge Maintenance account for the purpose of removing the Bernhardt Road bridge, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 14.
To see if the Town will vote to discontinue Bernhardt Road from Turnpike Road to the State Highway upon removal of the Bernhardt Road bridge, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 15.
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw by deleting section 4.3.1, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 16.
To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the road from South Road to Valley Road, formerly known as Wilder Road, being the same road accepted by Article 20 of the March, 1869 Town Meeting, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 17.
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw by replacing the word “circumference” with the word “diameter” in Section 3, Definition 32, Monopole, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 18.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $28,000 to the Police Cruiser account for the purpose of paying for a new police cruiser, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action

Article 19.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen and/or Board of Library Trustees to apply for, accept and expend a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for the purpose of making the Library building accessible, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 20.
To see if the town will vote to transfer the sum of $190,000 from the Stabilization account to the Library Renovation account for the purpose of expanding the Ashby Free Public Library including matching grants for such expansion, or take any action relative thereto.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action

Article 21.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $1,500 from free cash to the Tree Warden expense account for the purpose of paying for the fertilizing of trees on the Ashby Town Common, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √   Disapproved         No Action

Article 22.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $50,000 to the Lyman Building Renovations account for the purpose of paying for winterizing the Town Hall, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action

Article 23.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and appropriate the sum of $115,000 under and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 5F and Chapter 44, Section 7, Subsection 9 or any other enabling authority, which borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote and to issue notes of the Town therefore, for the purpose of purchasing a new ambulance, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action

Article 24.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant easements to Verizon and Unitil/Fitchburg Gas & Electric companies for the purpose of providing access to, and use of, the telecommunication tower facility located at the landfill site on Greenville Road, on such terms and condition and for such consideration as the Board of Selectmen may determine, which may be nominal consideration, or to take any action relative thereto.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 25.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of  $6,311.96 from free cash to the Reserve Fund for the purpose of covering budgetary shortfalls, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

Article 26.  
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from available funds all sums allocated to it under Chapter 70 bond issues, to be used by the School Department in accordance with the General Laws, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 28.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money to the Stabilization Fund, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action

And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in at least three (3) public places in said Ashby fourteen (14) days at least before holding of said meeting.  Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meeting aforesaid.

Given under our hands this  9th  day of April, 2003.

Janet Flinkstrom,

Chair
Peter McMurray,

Procurement
Gerard Houle,

Clerk

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) attested copies of the foregoing warrant in three (3) public places in said Ashby at least fourteen days before the time of said Special Town Meeting.

Date


      

       William Davis

Constable of Ashby

RESULTS OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

MAY 3, 2003

The warrant was returned to the Town Clerk by Constable William Davis at 9:15 AM.

With a quorum present, the Moderator Peter Rourke called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM. The rules of the meeting were read. The warrant showed it had been properly served.

The motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the warrant, and so voted.

The motion was made and seconded to allow the moderator to declare a two-thirds vote, and so voted.

Article 1.
The motion was made and seconded to elect all other town officers not required to be on the official ballot.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 2.
The motion was made and seconded to hear the reports of the various town officials and committees.

Report of the Capital Plan committee given by Tom Kenny.

Report of the Finance committee on the financial status of Ashby given by Peggy Roberts.

VOTE:





PASSED
Article 3.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Treasurer to borrow funds as necessary in anticipation of revenue, in accordance with Chapter 44, Sections 23 to 27 of the Massachusetts General Laws.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 4.
The motion was made and seconded to accept the following sums in trust; the income therefrom to be expended for the perpetual care of lots as follows:

Glenwood Cemetery

Amount
Name



Ave.
Lot
Section

$100.00

Margaret Dooley


BR
19
Lyman

$  50.00

Michael & Joyce Manzello
BR
20
Lyman

West Cemetery

Amount
Name


Ave.
Lot
Section

$100.00
Taimi Marttinen

BR
188
    II

$150.00
Kevin T. Brooke

2nd 
139R

$100.00
Tracy Bitondo

3rd
186    
    II

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS


Article 5.
The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the money necessary to defray charges and expenses of the Town for the ensuing fiscal year, FY2004, beginning July 1, 2003 and ending June 30, 2004, and to fix the salaries of all elected officials.  

The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the sum of $401,718.05 for General Government. 

The motion was made and seconded to amend the sum of $401,718.05 for General Government down to $394,718.05 by reducing budget line number 10, Reserve Fund, by $7,000.00

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

The motion was made and seconded to move to raise and appropriate the sum of $531,865.47 for Protection of Persons and Property. 

VOTE:





PASSED

The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,149,470.00 for Education.  

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the sum of $292,842.17 for Public Works and Facilities.

VOTE:





PASSED  

The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the sum of $27,877.97 for Human Services. 

The motion was made and seconded to amend the sum of $27,877.97 for Human Services up to $34,877.97 by increasing budget line number 130, Landfill Operations, by $7,000.00.  

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS



The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the sum of $39,854.62 for Culture and Recreation. 

The motion was made and seconded to amend the sum of $39,854.62 to $32,854.62 by changing lines 144 and 145 to $0.00.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


DEFEATED

VOTE ON ORIGINAL ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS



The motion was made and seconded to raise and appropriate the sum of $272,205.80 for General Government Expenses. 

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 6.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $194,909.75 from free cash in order to defray charges and expenses of the Town for the ensuing fiscal year (FY2004) beginning July 1, 2003 and ending June 30, 2004, and to fix the salaries of all elected officials.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 7.
The motion was made and seconded to postpone Article 7 indefinitely.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 8.
The motion was made and seconded to postpone Article 8 indefinitely.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 9.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Selectmen and/or the Fire Chief to apply for, accept and expend a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the amount of $250,000 for the purpose of purchasing a fire truck.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 10.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from free cash the sum of $25,000 to the Fire Truck Replacement account for the purpose of paying for the Town’s portion of a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant of $250,000.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 11.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $35,000 to the Fire Equipment Replacement account for the purpose of refurbishing the ladder tower, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 11 to raise and appropriate the sum of $35,000 to the Fire Equipment Replacement account for the purpose of refurbishing the ladder tower, provided said appropriation shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half override vote for a capital expenditure for one year.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:
PASSED- DECLARED BYMODERATOR

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

Article 12.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $20,000 to the Highway Truck account for the purpose of paying for a wing assembly for the Highway Road Grader, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 12 to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to the Highway Truck account for the purpose of paying for a wing assembly for the Highway Road Grader, provided said appropriation shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half override vote for a capital expenditure for one year.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

Article 13.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $20,000 from free cash to the Highway Bridge Maintenance account for the purpose of removing the Bernhardt Road bridge.

The motion was made and seconded to postpone Article 13 indefinitely.

VOTE ON MOTION TO POSTPONE INDEFINETLY: DEFEATED  

YES- 31
 NO-86


Motion was made and seconded to amend Article 13 to appropriate the sum of $20,000 from free cash to the Highway Bridge Maintenance account for the purpose of removing the Bernhardt Road bridge contingent upon failure to receive gifts or grants to repair or replace the bridge by September 1, 2003.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


PASSED

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

Article 14.
The motion was made and seconded to discontinue Bernhardt Road from Turnpike Road to the State Highway upon removal of the Bernhardt Road bridge.

VOTE:





DEFEATED

Article 15.
The motion was made and seconded to amend the Zoning Bylaw by deleting section 4.3.1.

VOTE:

PASSED- DECLARED BY MODERATOR

Article 16.
The motion was made and seconded to discontinue the road from South Road to Valley Road, formerly known as Wilder Road, being the same road accepted by Article 20 of the March, 1869 Town Meeting.

The motion was made and seconded to postpone Article 16 indefinitely.

VOTE ON MOTION TO POSTPONE INDEFINITELY: PASSED
Article 17.
The motion was made and seconded to amend the Zoning Bylaw by replacing the word “circumference” with the word “diameter” in Section 3, Definition 32, Monopole.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 18.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $28,000 to the Police Cruiser account for the purpose of paying for a new police cruiser, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 18 to raise and appropriate the sum of $28,000 to the Police Cruiser account for the purpose of paying for a new police cruiser, provided said appropriation shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half override vote for a capital expenditure for one year.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS


VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:
  PASSED- DECLARED BY MODERATOR

Article 19.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Board of Selectmen and/or Board of Library Trustees to apply for, accept and expend a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for the purpose of making the Library building accessible.

VOTE:





PASSED
Article 20.
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $190,000 from the Stabilization account to the Library Renovation account for the purpose of expanding the Ashby Free Public Library including matching grants for such expansion.

VOTE:

YES-78

NO-25

PASSED








Article 21.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $1,500 from free cash to the Tree Warden expense account for the purpose of paying for the fertilizing of trees on the Ashby Town Common.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 21 to appropriate the sum of $1,275 from free cash to the Tree Warden expense account for the purpose of paying for the fertilizing of trees on the Ashby Town Common.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

Article 22.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and to appropriate the sum of $50,000 to the Lyman Building Renovations account for the purpose of paying for winterizing the Town Hall, provided said borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article22 to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 to the Lyman Building Renovations account for the purpose of paying for winterizing the Town Hall, provided said appropriation shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half override vote for a capital expenditure for one year.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

Article 23.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to raise by borrowing, and appropriate the sum of $115,000 under and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 5F and Chapter 44, Section 7, Subsection 9 or any other enabling authority, which borrowing shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half debt exclusion vote and to issue notes of the Town therefore, for the purpose of purchasing a new ambulance.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 23 to raise and appropriate the sum of $115,000 under and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 5F and Chapter 44, Section 7, Subsection 9 or any other enabling authority, which appropriation shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition two and one-half override vote for a capital expenditure for one year for the purpose of purchasing a new ambulance.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:


UNANIMOUS

VOTE ON AMENDED ARTICLE:


UNANIMOUS

Article 24.
The motion was made and seconded to authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant easements to Verizon and Unitil/Fitchburg Gas & Electric companies for the purpose of providing access to, and use of, the telecommunication tower facility located at the landfill site on Greenville Road, on such terms and condition and for such consideration as the Board of Selectmen may determine, which may be nominal consideration.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 25.
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of  $6,311.96 from free cash to the Reserve Fund for the purpose of covering budgetary shortfalls.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 262929.  
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from available funds all sums allocated to it under Chapter 70 bond issues, to be used by the School Department in accordance with the General Laws.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 272626.
The motion was made and seconded to postpone Article 27 indefinitely.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

The motion was made and seconded to dissolve the meeting at 1:44 PM, and so voted.







Lorraine Pease







ASHBY TOWN CLERK

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

SPECIAL ELECTION

June 24, 2003

Middlesex, ss:

To: Constable of the Town of Ashby in said County:

Greeting:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Ashby Elementary School Auditorium in said Ashby, Tuesday, the twenty-fourth day of June next, at 12:00 noon, to give in their votes on one ballot for the following questions:

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE EXCLUSION

QUESTION 1.

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 35,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of refurbishing the ladder tower for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”



YES________________

NO________________

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE EXCLUSION

QUESTION 2.

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 20,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of paying for a wing assembly for the Highway Road Grader for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”



YES________________

NO________________

CAPITAL EXPNDITURE EXCLUSION

QUESTION 3.

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 28,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of paying for a new police cruiser for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”



YES________________

NO________________

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE EXCLUSION

QUESTION 4.

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 50,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of paying for winterizing the Town Hall for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”



YES________________

NO________________

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE EXCLUSION

QUESTION 5.

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 115,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of purchasing a new ambulance for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”



YES________________

NO________________

The polls will be open at 12:00 noon and shall close at 7:30 PM

And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in three(3) public places in said Ashby at least seven days before holding of said election.

Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings theron, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of election aforesaid.

Given under our hands this   21st   day of  May, 2003.

Michael McCallum
      
Peter McMurray

Gerard Houle

         



         Chair

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) copies of the foregoing warrant in three (3) public places in said Ashby seven days at least before time of said Special Town Election.

DATE:____________________







William A. Davis







CONSTABLE OF ASHBY

RESULTS OF SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION

JUNE 24, 2003

The warrant was returned to the Town Clerk on Tuesday, June 24, 2003 at 11:00 AM by Constable William Davis.

Election officers on duty and duly sworn in were as follows: Bertha Tiilikkala, Betty Ann Tiilikkala, Edna Jamnback, Marianna Fyfe, Leona Sanford, Waldemar Tiilikkala and Andrew Gosnell.

The Polls opened at 12:00 noon.

The following is a list of the questions and the votes and blanks each received as they appeared on the official ballot.

QUESTION NO. 1

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 35,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of refurbishing the firetruck   ladder tower for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”




YES
222
 




 NO
182



        BLANK
    0

TOTAL BALLOTS CAST
404

QUESTION NO. 2

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 20,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of paying for a wing assembly for the Highway Road Grader for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”




YES
168





 NO
234



        BLANK
    2

TOTAL BALLOTS CAST
404

QUESTION NO.3

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 28,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of paying for a new police cruiser for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”




YES
137




 NO
267



        BLANK
    0

TOTAL BALLOTS CAST
404

QUESTION NO.4

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 50,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of paying for winterizing the Town Hall for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”




YES
134




 NO
269



        BLANK
    1

TOTAL BALLOTS CAST
404

QUESTION NO.5

“Shall the Town of Ashby be allowed to assess an additional $ 115,000 in real estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of purchasing a new ambulance for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003? ”




YES
215




 NO
188



        BLANK
    1

TOTAL BALLOTS CAST
404

The polls closed at 7:30 PM.

Tellers on duty and duly sworn in were as follows: Deborah Pillsbury, Nancy Peeler, Joyce Hopkins, Elaine Kielty, Shaun Kielty and Dennis Moore.

At the close of the polls the ballot box read 404 voters had cast a ballot; the checkers’ tally sheets read 404 voters had cast a ballot.








Lorraine Pease








Ashby Town Clerk

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Special Town Meeting
Middlesex, ss:

To:  Constable of the Town of Ashby in said County:

Greeting:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Elementary School Auditorium in said Ashby, Saturday, October 25, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. to act on the following articles:

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

Article 1. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $1,556.05 from additional lottery funds to the prior year bills account for the purpose of paying the following prior year bills:

· Capital Plan Committee to Assoc of Town Finance Committee in the amount of $50.00

· Police Department to Dun and Bradstreet in the amount of $304.69

· Assessors to the Registry of Deeds in the amount of $12.12

· ZBA to the Fitchburg Sentinel and Enterprise in the amount of $148.62

· ZBA to Kopelman and Paige, P.C. in the amount of $560.00

· Treasurer to Kopelman and Paige, P.C. in the amount of $455.00

· Treasurer to Middlesex County Retirement in the amount of $25.62

, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 2. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $900 from the landfill operations account to the prior year bills account for the purpose of paying a prior year bill, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 3. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $10,000 from the police clerical account to the police wages account for the purpose of paying police wages, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 4. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $1,026.39 from the police clerical account to the police expenses account for the purpose of paying police expenses, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 5. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $2,714.52 from the highway pickup truck article 12 account to the highway machinery account for the purpose of paying for highway machinery expenses, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 6. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $77.56 from the planning board encumbered expenses account to the Shackleton School escrow account for the purpose of paying the escrow deficit amount, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 7. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $20,335 from the additional lottery funds to the Regional Vocational Technical School account for the purpose of paying for an increase in the Montachusett Technical School assessment, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 8. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $23,420 from the additional lottery funds to the NMRSD Regional School Assessment account for the purpose of paying for an increase in the North Middlesex Regional School District assessment, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 9. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $8,658 from the NMRSD Transportation account to the NMRSD Regional School Assessment account for the purpose of paying for an increase in the North Middlesex Regional School District assessment, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 10. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $24,733.32 from the additional lottery funds to the highway department wages account for the purpose of paying highway wages, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 11. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $48,734 from the additional lottery funds to the police wages account for the purpose of paying police wages, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 12. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $14,500 from the additional lottery funds to the town accountant audit account for the purpose of paying for the FY03 audit, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 13. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $37,000 from the additional lottery funds to the legal counsel services account for the purpose of paying for legal counsel services, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 14. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $24,408 from the additional lottery funds to the reserve fund account for the purpose of restoring the reserve fund, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 15. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $2,100 from the additional lottery funds to the waste oil coordinator account for the purpose of paying the waste oil coordinator, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 16. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $18,823.13 from the additional lottery funds to the highway road maintenance account for the purpose of paying for highway road maintenance, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 17. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $670 from the additional lottery funds to the highway regular overtime account for the purpose of paying for highway overtime, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 18. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $1,950 from the additional lottery funds to the firefighter stipend account for the purpose of paying firefighter stipends, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 19. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $1,000 from the additional lottery funds to the EMT stipend account for the purpose of paying EMT stipends, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 20. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $15,000 from the additional lottery funds to the Lyman Building fuel account for the purpose of paying for Lyman Building fuel, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 21. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sums of $6,700 from the A#14 hazardous waste day enc; $557.78 from the hazardous waste expense enc; $600 from A#12 waste oil furnace enc; $472.08 from the waste oil expense enc; $518 from the waste oil expense enc; and $394.14 from the waste oil expense enc accounts to a hazardous waste day expense account for the purpose of paying for a hazardous waste day, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 22. 
To see if the Town will vote to enact a temporary tax amnesty program in accordance with Chapter 4, Section 73 of the Acts of 2003 as amended by Chapter 46, Section 113 of the Acts of 2003:


Section 1.  Amnesty Period.  The amnesty program shall begin on Friday, January 2, 2004 and end on Monday, May 3, 2004.


Section 2.  Program Scope.  A taxpayer shall receive a waiver of 100% of the total accrued interest, collection costs and penalties owed on the following motor vehicle excise tax liabilities upon full payment of the outstanding liability by the end of the amnesty period: 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998.


Section 3.  Eligibility Requirements.  There are no discretionary eligibility requirements.

, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 23. 
To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the road from South Road to Valley Road, formerly known as Wilder Road, being the same road accepted by Article 20 of the March, 1869 Town Meeting, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √    Disapproved         No Action
Article 24. 
To see if the Town will vote to name the road from South Road to Valley Road, now referred to as old Wilder Road, Carr’s Mill Road, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in at least three (3) public places in said Ashby fourteen (14) days at least before holding of said meeting.  Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meeting aforesaid.

Given under our hands this   8th day of October, 2003.

Peter McMurray, Chair
Gerard Houle, Procurement
Michael McCallum, Clerk

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) attested copies of the foregoing warrant in three (3) public places in said Ashby at least fourteen days before the time of said Special Town Meeting.

Date:________________________


William Davis

Constable of Ashby

RESULTS OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

OCTOBER 25, 2003
The warrant was returned to the Town Clerk at 8:54 AM.

With a quorum present, the Moderator Peter Rourke called the meeting to order at 9:43AM. The rules of the meeting were read. The warrant showed it had been properly served.

The motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the warrant , and so voted.

The motion was made and seconded to allow the moderator to declare a two-thirds vote, and so voted.

Article 1. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $1,556.05 from additional lottery funds to the prior year bills account for the purpose of paying the following prior year bills:

· Capital Plan Committee to Assoc of Town Finance Committee in the amount of $50.00

· Police Department to Dun and Bradstreet in the amount of $304.69

· Assessors to the Registry of Deeds in the amount of $12.12

· ZBA to the Fitchburg Sentinel and Enterprise in the amount of $148.62

· ZBA to Kopelman and Paige, P.C. in the amount of $560.00

· Treasurer to Kopelman and Paige, P.C. in the amount of $455.00

· Treasurer to Middlesex County Retirement in the amount of $25.62

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 2. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $900 from the landfill operations account to the prior year bills account for the purpose of paying a prior year bill.

VOTE:





UNINIMOUS

Article 3. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $10,000 from the police clerical account to the police wages account for the purpose of paying police wages.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 4. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $1,026.39 from the police clerical account to the police expenses account for the purpose of paying police expenses.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 5. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $2,714.52 from the highway pickup truck article 12 account from the Special Town Meeting of January 11, 2003 to the highway machinery account for the purpose of paying for highway machinery expenses.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS
Article 6. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $77.56 from the planning board encumbered expenses account to the Shackleton School escrow account for the purpose of paying the escrow deficit amount.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 7. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $20,335 from the additional lottery funds to the Regional Vocational Technical School account for the purpose of paying for an increase in the Montachusett Technical School assessment.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 8. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $23,420 from the additional lottery funds to the NMRSD Regional School Assessment account for the purpose of paying for an increase in the North Middlesex Regional School District assessment.

VOTE:





PASSED

Article 9. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sum of $8,658 from the NMRSD Transportation account to the NMRSD Regional School Assessment account for the purpose of paying for an increase in the North Middlesex Regional School District assessment.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 10. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $24,733.32 from the additional lottery funds to the highway department wages account for the purpose of paying highway wages.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 11. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $48,734 from the additional lottery funds to the police wages account for the purpose of paying police wages.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 12. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $14,500 from the additional lottery funds to the town accountant audit account for the purpose of paying for the FY03 audit.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 13. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $37,000 from the additional lottery funds to the legal counsel services account for the purpose of paying for legal counsel services.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 14. 
The motion was made and seconded appropriate the sum of $24,408 from the additional lottery funds to the reserve fund account for the purpose of restoring the reserve fund.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 15. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $2,100 from the additional lottery funds to the waste oil coordinator account for the purpose of paying the waste oil coordinator.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 16. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $18,823.13 from the additional lottery funds to the highway road maintenance account for the purpose of paying for highway road maintenance.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 17. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $670 from the additional lottery funds to the highway regular overtime account for the purpose of paying for highway overtime.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 18. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $1,950 from the additional lottery funds to the firefighter stipend account for the purpose of paying firefighter stipends.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 19. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $1,000 from the additional lottery funds to the EMT stipend account for the purpose of paying EMT stipends.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 20. 
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate the sum of $15,000 from the additional lottery funds to the Lyman Building fuel account for the purpose of paying for Lyman Building fuel.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 21. 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer the sums of $6,700 from the A#14 hazardous waste day enc from the Annual Town Meeting of May 5, 2001; $557.78 from the hazardous waste expense enc; $600 from A#12 waste oil furnace enc from the Annual Town Meeting of May 5, 2001; $472.08 from the waste oil expense enc; $518 from the waste oil expense enc; and $394.14 from the waste oil expense enc accounts to a hazardous waste day expense account for the purpose of paying for a hazardous waste day.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 22. 
The motion was made and seconded to enact a temporary tax amnesty program in accordance with Chapter 4, Section 73 of the Acts of 2003 as amended by Chapter 46, Section 113 of the Acts of 2003:


Section 1.  Amnesty Period.  The amnesty program shall begin on Friday, January 2, 2004 and end on Monday, May 3, 2004.

Section 2.  Program Scope.  A taxpayer shall receive a waiver of 100% of the total accrued interest, collection costs and penalties owed on the following motor vehicle excise tax liabilities upon full payment of the outstanding liability by the end of the amnesty period: 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998.


Section 3.  Eligibility Requirements.  There are no discretionary eligibility requirements.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS

Article 23. 
The motion was made and seconded to discontinue the road from South Road to Valley Road, formerly known as Wilder Road, being the same road accepted by Article 20 of the March, 1869 Town Meeting.

The motion was made and seconded to amend Article 23 to discontinue the road from South Road 266 feet towards Valley Road along the way formerly known as Wilder Road, being the same road accepted by Article 20 of the March, 1869 Town Meeting.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT:   YES- 21   
NO-30
DEFEATED

VOTE ON ORIGINAL MOTION:


PASSED

Article 24. 
The motion was made and seconded to postpone indefinitely Article 24.

VOTE:





UNANIMOUS


The motion was made and seconded to dissolve the meeting at 11:35 AM, and so voted.







Lorraine Pease







ASHBY TOWN CLERK

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Special Town Meeting
Middlesex, ss:

To:  Constable of the Town of Ashby in said County:

Greeting:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Elementary School Auditorium in said Ashby, Saturday, January 10, 2004 at 9:30 a.m. to act on the following articles:

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

Article 1. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $11,173.84 from additional lottery funds to the following wage accounts for the purpose of paying an increase in salaries and wages for the second half of the fiscal year:

· Town Office Clerical Wages in the amount of $468.90

· Town Administrator Salary in the amount of $1,165.00

· Town Accountant Salary in the amount of $319.80

· Assessor Clerical Wages in the amount of $183.91

· Treasurer’s Salary in the amount of $186.55

· Collector’s Salary in the amount of $337.09

· Town Clerk’s Salary in the amount of $186.91

· Assistant Town Clerk Wages in the amount of $77.11

· Election & Registrar Wages in the amount of $39.86

· Police Officer Salary in the amount of $431.34

· Police Wages in the amount of $2,185.55

· Fire Chief Salary in the amount of $479.70

· Firefighters Stipends in the amount of $24.38

· Waste Oil Coordinator in the amount of $26.25

· Firefighter Wages in the amount of $179.73

· EMT Wages in the amount of $172.50

· EMS Director Salary in the amount of $38.51

· EMS Lost Time Wages in the amount of $6.25

· EMT Stipends in the amount of $12.50

· Bldg/Zoning Inspector Salary in the amount of $99.65

· Plumbing/Gas Inspector Salary in the amount of $41.25

· Electrical Inspector Salary in the amount of $61.03

· Inspector of Animals Salary in the amount of $70.48

· Dog Officer Salary in the amount of $167.14

· Communications Wages in the amount of $1,279.46

· Highway Superintendent Wages in the amount of $476.66

· Highway Department Wages in the amount of $1,862.30

· Highway Regular Overtime in the amount of $8.38

· Highway Winter Operations Overtime in the amount of $207.26

· Right to Know Coordinator in the amount of $3.55

· Hazardous Waste Coordinator in the amount of $5.92

· Cemetery Wages in the amount of $137.50

· Board of Health Chair in the amount of $30.00

· Board of Health Members in the amount of $12.83

· Veterans Agent Salary in the amount of $18.75

· Librarian Salary in the amount of $169.84

, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √    Approved         Disapproved         No Action
Article 2. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $8,000 from additional lottery funds to Fire Expenses account for the purpose of purchasing a furnace for the fire station, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 3. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $22,000 from additional lottery funds to the Municipal Buildings Repairs account for the purpose of paying for a highway barn roof, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 4. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $10,000 from additional lottery funds to the Council on Aging Expenses account for the purpose of paying for heating, wiring and materials for their office, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
       Approved     √     Disapproved        No Action
Article 5. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $5,276.24 from additional lottery funds to the Group Insurance account for the purpose of paying for group insurance, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 6. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $500 from the legal counsel services account to the Treasurer’s Expenses account for the purpose of paying for treasurer expenses, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $450 from the legal counsel services expenses account to the Town Accountant Expenses account for the purpose of paying for town accountant expenses, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 8. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $1,800 from the legal counsel services expenses account to the Town Office Maintenance Expenses account for the purpose of paying for town office repairs and maintenance expenses, or take any action thereon.

Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 9. 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $4,967 from the police chief salary account to the Police Wages account for the purpose of paying for police officer wages, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
Article 10. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $31,234.42 from additional lottery funds and the sum of $4,215.50 from free cash to the Stabilization account, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: 
   √     Approved         Disapproved        No Action
And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in at least three (3) public places in said Ashby fourteen (14) days at least before holding of said meeting.  Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meeting aforesaid.

Given under our hands this 17th day of December, 2003.

Peter McMurray, Chair
Gerard Houle, Procurement
Michael McCallum, Clerk

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) attested copies of the foregoing warrant in three (3) public places in said Ashby at least fourteen days before the time of said Special Town Meeting.

Date:




     
William Davis

Constable of Ashby
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