COUNCIL ON AGING ANNUAL REPORT 2002

The Council on Aging meets at 3:15 at the Lyman Building on the 2nd Tuesday of the month with the exception of July and August. Council members attended meetings at Montachusett Home Care, Central Mass Association of Councils on Aging, and Nashoba Health to learn more of what we can do to help Ashby seniors. Craft classes were held at the Legion Hall once a week. We thank the Legion for the use of their hall. The Council organized a Sand for Seniors Program which provided 49 senior households with buckets of walkway sand for the winter. A third day was added to the MART senior van schedule. The van is available to seniors for shopping and medical appointments on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. To make a reservation seniors can contact Jennifer Collins at the town hall at 978-386-2501x11. Lunch deliveries through Meals on Wheels are available Monday through Friday at a price of $1.25 per lunch. The Council has provided the service to nine households this year with the help of wonderful volunteer drivers. If you or anyone you know would benefit from this service contact Teresa Forgues at 978-386-5889. Lunches are also available to seniors at the Ashby Elementary School on Tuesday and Thursday at 11AM for $1.25. To reserve a meal call Edna Jamnback at 978-386-7700. Lunches are available throughout the school year. The Council wishes to extend its appreciation to the staff at AES cafeteria as well as our volunteer drivers. We would also like to extend our appreciation to the Legion for hosting a wonderful Christmas dinner for Ashby seniors and the Boy and Girl Scouts and volunteers who helped.

Respectfully submitted,

Edna Jamnback

Council members:

Edna Jamnback- Chair

Fredrick Day- Vice chair

Oliver Mutch- Treasurer

Teresa Forgues- Secretary

Auracy Murray

Rev. Andrew Gosnell

Ann Seymour

ASHBY CULTURAL COUNCIL

Annual Report - 2002

The Ashby Cultural Council (ACC) is an eleven (11) member appointed council whose members each serve a three-year term. The Council meets once informally during the summer months to prepare advertising soliciting grant applications and once formally during the fall to review grant applications received. The Council meets at the Ashby Elementary School; meeting dates are posted; and meetings are open to the public. The current Council members and their positions are: Nancy Lippincott, Chairperson; Joanne Boudreau, Co-Chairperson; Mariana Furtney-Fyfe, Publicity Coordinator; Ingrid Sweeney, Treasurer; Rick Tabor, Grants Coordinator; Ginny Bixler, Membership Coordinator; Beth Ann Scheid, Secretary; and members Tamara Buckley Leclerc, Janet Umphress, Diane Vanvoorhis, and Barbara Landry.

Each year, the Council receives money from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the Arts to be disbursed to approved grant applicants. The amount is determined based on population. Due to the budget difficulties this year in the Commonwealth, this year’s allotment was $2,000.00 considerably down from the usual allotment of $3,300.00. 

Twelve (12) requests for funding were received by the October 16th deadline and six (6) requests were approved, most at the requested funding level and one at a partial funding level. Due to having more requests than funds, certain choices had to be made. 

The Council reviewed each application. Of the six (6) that were denied, four (4) were “orphan” applications in that there was no apparent link to the Ashby community or Ashby residents and/or the applicants planned on performance space without providing for location or cost of renting suitable space. One (1) was not approved because a member of the council offered to underwrite the cost of that particular grant (for the Ashby Historical Society). One additional application was not really an application for this year. It was instead a request to extend a grant approved last year into this year’s funding cycle. Since the money for that had already been approved and not spent the Council voted to carry that grant over. Three “orphan” applications were approved, however: one for a summer juggling presentation and one for a storyteller presentation because of their possible links to the Ashby Free Public Library’s Summer Reading program and the artists’ connections with Central and Western Massachusetts Regional Library System; and one for a jazz concert which will be offered to either the Ashby Land Trust, the Ashby Playground Group, or the Ashby Seniors as a possible community event. 

The Council received requests totaling over $4,595. $1,955 in grants was approved, allocating this year’s total allotment but setting aside $45 for administrative costs (better advertising for applicants for next year’s grant cycle). News releases will be submitted to the local media to announce this year’s grant recipients and all grant applicants have recently been notified of the Council’s decisions. A list of grant applicants and grant amounts is attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Lippincott, Chair

January 18, 2003

App

#
Title
Contact Name &/or  Group
Amt Reques
Comments
Yes
No
Amt.

ok'd



1
Juggling Perfor & Wkshp
Henry Lappen
 $350 
ORPHAN - offer to Library


X

$350

2
Celebrating New England
Davis Bates
 $275 
ORPHAN - offer to Library


X

$275

3
Myth Masters
Karen Clement

HBMS
 $855 
HBMS is not asking for any money from Townsend 
X

$300

4
Generations: Grandma, etc.
Bob Thomas
 $375 
ORPHAN

X


5
Music Connection
Alan Ventura Thayer Symphony
 $700 
ORPHAN

X


6
Pictorial Charts for Town Sheds
Alice Bauman Ashby Hist. Society


 $105 
only asking for half the cost
X

$105

7
Reprinting Old Display Photographs
Alice Bauman

Ashby Hist. Society
 $105 
ACC member offered to under-write the cost - no need for grant

X


8
Sadecky's Puppets
Angela Godin Ashby Elem PTC


 $225 
asking for less than half of costs
X

$225

9
Jazz Concert
Edward M. Wirt

 
 $700 
ORPHAN - offer to Land Trust or

Playground or Seniors group
X

$700

10
Reconsideration of last 

year's grant
Tony Toledo

Ashby Library
 $355 
amount of last year's program

approved carry over


X

last year's money

11
Gerry Barrett Swing Orch.


Gerry Barrett
 ??? 
ORPHAN

X


12
Concert of N.E. Folk Music
Tim Van Egmond
 $550 
ORPHAN

X



TOTALS

$4,595 



$1,955

ASHBY HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

The main purpose of the Ashby Historic District Commission is to help the town of Ashby preserve and maintain the unique characteristics of the designated Ashby Historic District, to encourage property owners to maintain properties, and assist builders of new structures within the district to choose designs and details which complement the existing structures. The Ashby Historic District is, in general, the Ashby Common and the buildings which surround the Ashby Common as can be seen from the common, New Ipswich Road, and Main Street. The Historic District and the responsibilities of the Historic District Commission are defined by the Ashby By-Laws. With the exceptions cited in the by-laws, the Historic District Commission reviews for appropriateness any work that occurs within the Historic District.

The Ashby Historic District Commission meets on the first Tuesday of the month when an issue involving review by the commission is presented prior to the meeting time. 

During the past year, the commission was pleased to be involved with reviewing the final exterior details of the construction of the Ashby Post Office and the renovation of the Abijah Wyman House at 10 Common Road. The district commission worked closely with Tavern Realty Trust over the past two years to help ensure that the building complements the character of the Ashby Historic District and maintains a connection to the structures that have occupied the site. 

Also during the past year, the commission responded to a request to demolish the Horse and Carriage Shed by denying the request and by involving the Massachusetts Historical Commission with the decision to pursue restoration of the long neglected building. As a rare surviving example of one of the components that contribute to a typical New England Town Common during the past two hundred years, the Horse and Carriage Shed was identified as being a building worth saving. The district commission helped to determine the scope of work and an estimated cost of renovations. The Ashby Historic Society lead the effort to obtain local public financial support and a matching grant from the Massachusetts Historical Commission. Haynes, Lieneck, and Smith, Inc., a local architectural firm provided design services; and Mark C. Haines, a local historic building contractor, was the successful low bidder and constructed the renovations. A formal ribbon cutting ceremony to commemorate the renovations was well attended and inspirational. Part of the renovated Horse and Carriage Shed provide storage space for maintenance of the Town Common and part of the renovated Horse and Carriage Shed is a display of the character of the building as originally used.

Currently, the First Parish Church is undertaking the installation of cellular telephone transmitting equipment in the top of the clock tower. The work will be accomplished while maintaining the character of the Ashby Historic District.

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul S. Lieneck, AIA, Chairperson

Mark Haines, Vice-chairperson

Florence Bryan, Secretary

Helen Nash, Commissioner and district resident

Claire Lavin, Commissioner

A REPORT BY THE PARKS DEPARTMENT FOR 2002.

It was an exciting year for the Parks Department. With the help of many volunteers many projects got started and finished. Many thanks to the Ashby Little League that once again, as they do every year, got the fields ready for the busy Little League season. A new infield was put down in the Major League with the help of MPL ( Matt Pernaa Landscaping). They got it down in a day! Many thanks to Matt and his crew of volunteers that learned that day how to put sod in place, to the Colameta family who kept the infields mowed during the baseball season and to Bill Davis who always made sure the outfields were mowed.

To the Historical Committee for their extra effort in retiring the blue tarp on the Carriage Shed! Through their efforts we now have a beautiful building in the center of town to be very proud of. 

Once again many thanks to Bill and Ann Seymour for all their hard work around the Common and baseball fields all season long, to Linda Stacy and the Fire Department each year for decorating the Common at Christmas time, to Stephanie and David Lammi for helping out whenever needed. 

To Tamara Buckley-Leclerc and her committee for endless hours working on replacing the playground at Allen Field. This project is long overdue to make it a safe place to play. 

There are many more names that have helped and will continue to help as we look forward to next year!

Park Commissioners

Linda Lee Stacy

Peter McMurray

Stephanie Lammi

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND THE

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND

7/1/2001 to 6/30/2002

The Ashby Free Public Library Fund was formed by the Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library to assist the Trustees in administering gifts and bequests given to the library for scholarships and other library purposes. The elected Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors of the Ashby Free Public Library Fund are the same people. The fund is recognized as a non-profit charitable organization under federal law and donations are tax deductible. Additional donations and bequests are gratefully accepted.

Funds can be donated for specific purposes such as scholarships, library renovations or for general library purposes. Regular donations and memorial donations are available immediately to be used at the discretion of the Board of Trustees for the purpose the donor intended. 

Larger donations can be given as trust funds with only the principle usable. These funds are invested only in insured accounts preferably at local banks or credit unions. The funds are managed to obtain the best available interest rates within those parameters. Principle is preserved by reinvesting 10% of the income per year.

A generous donation of $5,000.00 was received from the family and friends of Todd Wright. His mother Dolores (Dolly) Wright Asselin requested this money be used to establish the Todd C. Wright Memorial Scholarship Fund. The principal will be invested and the income will be used to award a scholarship yearly to a resident of Ashby who is a high school senior in any public or private institution of learning. Tax-deductible donations are gratefully accepted to this fund. (Additional donations of $1,150.00 were added to this fund in July and December of 2002 by Todd’s family and friends).

From 7/1/2001 to 6/30/2002 $997.14 was donated to the general/memorial funds including $572.14 from the garden club for garden books and a donation from the VFW ladies Auxiliary. Memorial donations were received from Simone Blake, Florence Soucy, Marja Lepoer, Pirkko Lassila, Donna Leonard, the Rheigold family and Katherine O’Conner in memory of Grace Oullette and Robert Lyman in memory of his parents. (Donations in memory of Joan Connor Caisse were received in June and July of 2002 and deposited in July of 2002.)

The Board of Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library determines how the income from trust funds is to be used in accordance with the donor’s requests and stipulations. The majority of the income from these gifts and bequests is used to provide scholarships to any Ashby resident who is attending a full time program of higher education. All students who apply and provide proof of attendance will receive a scholarship for each year of study up to a maximum of 5 years. The amount of the scholarships depends on the number of applicants and the amount of income available. 

For almost fifty years the residents Ashby through generous donations and bequests to the Ashby Free Public Library scholarship fund, have been helping their young people (and some not so young) with college expenses. All full time students, attending an accredited educational institution, who submit the simple application form annually and provide proof of attendance, receive awards for up to five years. In the last twenty five years almost 400 different students have received over a quarter of a million dollars in education assistance through the generosity of the Ashby High School Alumni Association, Ruth Brooks, the Lyman family, the Mars ton family, the family and friends of Todd Wright and many others. 

This year the three Ashby graduates from North Middlesex Regional with the highest ranking will be receiving named awards. The Ashby Alumni Scholarship of $600 was awarded to Victoria Dorward, the Ruth Brooks Scholarship of $600 was awarded to Aaron Mountain, and the Lyman-Marston scholarship of $600 was awarded to Michelle LeBlanc. The first recipient of the Todd C Wright Memorial Scholarship was Evan Lloyd. An additional 35 Ashby students were awarded $250 scholarships each for a total award of $10,550. These recipients are:

Liza-beth Adams

Kathleen Bossidy

Jennifer May

Allen Morais

Sophia Schippers

Megan Rourke

Sarah Rourke

Luke LeMay

Monica Adams

James Barrette

Catrina Cappucci

Kristina Caron

Amy Jane Cline

Kristen Hewitt

Ariel Higgins-Steele

Brooke Lagasse

Robert LeBlanc

Brian Lehtinen

Krystal Malone

Jean Manney

Stacy Miller

Christopher Money

Nathaniel Myles

Jules Pelto

Abbi Pernaa

Christopher Shaw

Richard Shaw

Timothy Suokko

Gina Tacconi-Moore

Charise Van Liew

Aaron Grinstein

Melissa Fors

Brian Berquist

Alexander Grinstein

Respectfully submitted,

Judith Kulju, treasurer

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND INC.

MEMORIAL FUNDS NOT PRINCIPAL RESTRICTED

MEMORIAL FUND REPORT 6/30/2002

Income 2001/2002






Interest
 $ 329.82 





New gifts
 $ 997.14 





Income 2001/2002
 $ 1,326.96 





Total balance
06/30/2001
% of Total
Interest
Other
Deductions




Added
Income
See Report

Barbara Lyman Fund
 $ 4,321.97 
25.92%
 $ 85.48 



Connor Fund
 $ 1,620.81 
9.72%
 $ 32.05 



General Fund
 $ 10,734.09 
64.37%
 $ 212.29 
 $ 997.14 
 $ 2,221.31 

Total balance
 $ 16,676.87 
100.00%
 $ 329.82 
 $ 997.14 
 $ 2,221.31 








INVESTMENTS
06/30/1998
06/30/1999
06/30/2000
06/30/2001
06/30/2002

Money Market Account
 $ 7,551.93 
 $ 10,628.61 
 $ 3,076.10 
 $ 16,676.87 
 $ 15,782.52 

CD WCU
 $ 6,000.00 
 $ 7,985.28 
 $ 12,591.79 



CD WCU
 $ 4,899.10 






 $ 18,451.03 
 $ 18,613.89 
 $ 15,667.89 
 $ 16,676.87 
 $ 15,782.52 

EXPENSES






Books
 $ 156.01 





Garden books
 $ 82.90 





Capital equipment 
 $ 1,982.40 






 $ 2,221.31 





PRINCIPLE RESTRICTED/ TRUST FUNDS- ONLY INTEREST EXPENDABLE








EXPENDABLE FUND BALANCES
BALANCE
INCOME
EXPENDED
TRANSFER TO
BALANCE


05/31/2001


PRINCIPLE
05/31/2002

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS






Freida Lyman Scholarship Fund
 $ 1,674.75 
 $ 1,747.10 
 $ 2,178.81 
 $ 174.71 
 $ 1,068.33 

Ruth Brooks Scholarship Fund
 $ 9,776.68 
 $ 10,200.62 
 $ 12,721.19 
 $ 1,020.06 
 $ 6,236.04 

Ashby Alumni Scholarship Fund
 $ 1,689.09 
 $ 458.05 
 $ 325.00 
 $ 45.81 
 $ 1,776.34 

A.A.W. Locke Scholarship Fund
 $ 457.94 
 $ 296.65 
 $ 325.00 
 $ 29.67 
 $ 399.93 

Francis Marston Scholarship Fund
 $ 1,642.04 
 $ 958.15 
 $ 650.00 
 $ - 
 $ 1,950.19 

Todd Wright Memorial







 $ 15,240.49 
 $ 13,660.57 
 $ 16,200.00 
 $ 1,270.24 
 $ 11,430.82 
















BALANCE
INCOME
EXPENDED
TRANSFER TO
BALANCE

GENERAL LIBRARY FUNDS
05/31/2001


PRINCIPLE
05/31/2002

Library Group Library Fund
 $ 862.42 
 $ 147.43 
 $ - 
 $ 14.74 
 $ 995.10 

Alonzo Carr Library Fund
 $ 2,293.22 
 $ 295.57 
 $ 400.00 
 $ 29.56 
 $ 2,159.23 

Dr Haskell Library Fund
 $ 995.84 
 $ 148.61 
 $ - 
 $ 14.86 
 $ 1,129.59 

Freida Lyman Library Fund
 $ 2,172.63 
 $ 295.57 
 $ 489.46 
 $ 29.56 
 $ 1,949.18 

Francis Marston Library Fund
 $ 918.00 
 $ 479.07 
 $ 479.07 
 $ - 
 $ 918.00 

Other Funds
 $ - 

 $ - 

 $ - 

Barbara C & Edward J Lyman Library Fund
$ 802.33 
 $ 286.53 
 $ - 
 $ 28.65 
 $ 1,060.21 


 $ 8,044.45 
 $ 1,652.77 
 $ 1,368.53 
 $ 117.37 
 $ 8,211.32 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET 2001/2002


Principal
Expendable
Total

Library Group Library Fund
 $2,652.70 
 $995.10 
 $3,647.80 

Alonzo Carr Library Fund
 $5,318.30 
 $2,159.23 
 $7,477.53 

Dr Haskell Library Fund
 $2,674.04 
 $1,129.59 
 $3,803.63 

Freida Lyman Library Fund
 $5,318.30 
 $1,949.18 
 $7,267.48 

Freida Lyman Scholarship Fund
 $31,436.42 
 $1,068.33 
 $32,504.75 

Ruth Brooks Scholarship Fund
 $183,544.83 
 $6,236.04 
 $189,780.86 

Ashby Alumni Scholarship Fund
 $8,241.96 
 $1,776.34 
 $10,018.30 

A.A.W. Locke Scholarship Fund
 $5,337.85 
 $399.93 
 $5,737.79 

Francis Marston Scholarship Fund
Principal Controlled By Banknorth Interest Paid Semiannually 
$1,950.19 
$1,950.19 

Todd Wright Memorial
 $5,000.00 
 $-   
 $5,000.00 

Francis Marston Library Fund
Principal Controlled By Banknorth Interest Paid Semiannually 
 $918.00 
$918.00 

Barbara C & Edward Lyman Library Fund
$5,155.61 
 $1,060.21 
 $6,215.82 

Other Funds

 $-   
 $-   


 $254,680.00 
 $19,642.14 
 $274,322.14 

ANNUAL REPORT

Ashby Free Public Library

Board of Trustees

In 2002 the Board of Library Trustees welcomed several new members and saw the departure of others who served the library well for many years. Amy Aubertin helped develop a Policy Manual for library operations and worked on the campaign to attain grant funding to modernize the library. She finished her term of office in May. Carol Mickola worked on numerous projects during her 25-year tenure and was an active member of the scholarship committee. More than a few recipients over the years owe her a “thank you” for ensuring that they met deadlines to retain their awards. Tom Mikes and Barbara Despres, daughter of former library director Evelyn Connor, also ended their terms in 2002 after giving generously of their time, energy and expertise. The board welcomed Helen Stein, Sally Bauman and Peter Homer, and Nancy Catalini resumed her seat on the board.

In 2002 the board worked to make improvement and correct deficiencies in our 100-year old library building. The furnace was replaced and a new door that meets safety codes was installed on the lower level. In 2003 the board hopes to upgrade the septic system and correct problems with the well. This town building does not meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act and also fails to meet other building and safety codes. Working on these issues will be on the board’s agenda throughout 2003.

In 2002, on January 29, town voters overwhelmingly voted down funding the town match through a debt exclusion to a state grant to modernize and expand the library building if and when the state funding became available. The state funds are now available and the board is working with the state, town boards and the architectural firm of J. Stewart Roberts Associates to revise the plan for the library to meet the concerns town residents voiced regarding size and design. The board is also working to reduce the cost of the project to taxpayers and hopes to attain funding of the town match before the end of 2003. 

In 2002 the library got its own web site courtesy of new member Peter Homer. Visit us at www.ashbylibrary.org. Information is available about hours, programs and services as well as about other town activities.

In 2003, like other town boards, the trustees will grapple with budget cuts but continue to focus on long-term planning for the library to improve both the building and the services available to the town of Ashby. 

The board of trustees meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in the library. All meetings are open to the public and townspeople are also welcome to voice concerns, compliments and complaints to board members. 

Respectfully submitted,

Maureen Davi

Chairperson

REPORT OF THE LIBRARY DIRECTOR 2002

The Ashby Free Public Library has celebrated its 100th birthday!! All those who attended our birthday party had a great time. The library has undergone many changes, very little to the building, but to the abundance of materials and services available to the public. 

Our collection of videos (VHS and DVD), CD-roms, CD's, audio tapes and of course books continue to grow. Your suggestions for materials are welcome and considered, dependent on budget. Library circulation: books - 25,283, audios - 640, and videos - 7,316. 

Internet access is FREE! Instruction on use and databases can be arranged. We are now working on having our catalogue online. This was made possible through a small networks grant and has continued with special project money funded by the town.Shortly our old library cards will be replaced with barcoded cards enabling direct access to statewide library databases. 

During the year the library was open 23 hours a week Tuesdays and Fridays 1:30 - 9:00, Wednesdays 2:00 to 7:00, and Saturday mornings 9:00 to 12;00. 80 children's programs were held, including story hours, summer reading and special performances sponsored by the Friends of the Library and the Massachusetts Library System.

A large screen television was purchased by the Trustees and presented as a 100th birthday gift to the library and a DVD/VCR was funded by the Friends of the Library. Our Friday Nite movies have been enjoyed by many. Why not join us.

A safety door was installed downstairs following the historical commission guidelines and public building codes. The heating system ceased to function, sounding very much like a jet plane on take-off. Money was requested to replace the hotair furnace and add air conditioning. 

The library is still not accessible, does not have potable or hot water or an adequate septic system. Parking on Main Street is hazardous for families with small children or persons with mobility problems, especially during the winter. The cost associated with compling with A.D.A, building and health codes could easily reach $900,000.00 without increasing space. 

The Ashby Free Public Library has been an intricate part of Ashby for 100 years. With the support of the townspeople it will continue to provide service for the next 100. I wish to thank all the people who have supported the library and continue in that support and to those who have spent many hours attending meetings and volunteering. Thank you for your efforts.





Respectfully submitted





Marja-Leena LePoer, Library Director
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