PARKS DEPARTMENT

The Parks Department would like to start off by thanking the many people, that through their dedication to the Town, many things get done with very few people knowing! Many THANKS go out not only to Bill & Ann Seymour, but also to their entire family for lending a hand when needed. The ball fields at Allen Field are big a job every year to get ready for the season. With the help from Little League, Bill Davis and, this year, Joe Colemata’s crew, the fields looked as good as ever. Many thanks to the Ashby Fire Department for building the Bonfire each year and helping Linda Stacy decorate the Common for the Holiday season. Always a great job by Linda!

The Town in the very near future needs to spend money towards Allen field to improve the grounds and buildings to keep the facility a top notch place to bring the children of Ashby to play. The playground has had no serious work done to it except a new bucket of sand each year. The Grandstand, the back stops on the ball fields and the fence that surrounds the field will also need work in the very near future. 

Derek Saari’s help and hard work have saved some of the trees on the Common. Derek is securing additional funding to continue this project. Other projects on the Common that need to be addressed will be the electrical system and repairs to the Bandstand. 

The Town water supply came in use this year more than in the past years. We were able to upgrade the pump and connections to protect this supply. This is a project that Linda Stacy worked on and made all the necessary changes to make it work.

The Town of Ashby is fortunate to have great facilities that are now being used by many more people than before. In the spring it’s baseball, 4th of July Celebration, Concerts on the Common and in the fall there’s soccer and the Pumpkin festival. 

The Parks Department misses Andy Miller for all the little things he did for us without being told. 

Linda Stacy

Peter McMurray

COUNCIL ON AGING ANNUAL REPORT 2001

The Council on Aging members meet at the Lyman Building at 3:15 on the second Tuesday of each month with the exception of July and August. Our members attended meetings of the Central Massachusetts Councils on Aging, Montachusett Home Care Corp., and Massachusetts Office of Elder Affairs to obtain information to help elders.

Health Care Clinics were held through Nashoba Nursing Services at the Legion Hall on the third Thursday of each month from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Craft classes in plastic canvas were held and well attended. Flowers were planted in the watering troughs on the common and in front of the Lyman Building. On Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year Ashby Elementary provided meals for seniors for $1.25 which were served at the school. The Meals On Wheels Program was well staffed this year with wonderful volunteers who were able to deliver lunches five days a week to seniors at home for $1.25. Our appreciation to those who deliver and to the AES cafeteria staff who have been very helpful. The Council on Aging sincerely thanks the American Legion Post 361 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10337 for the use of the halls.







Respectfully submitted,







Ashby Council on Aging

Edna Jamnback, Chair

Fredrik Day, Vice Chair

Oliver Mutch, Treasurer

Teresa Forgues, Secretary

Auracy Murray

Ann E. Seymour

Rev. Andrew Gosnell

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

The Historical Commission assisted the Historical Society in their efforts to secure a grant for the preservation of the carriage shed on the Town Common. We were happy to see their efforts were successful and look forward to the work being completed.

We were saddened by the resignation of long time member Elaine Kielty, who has been a tremendous asset to the Commission and will be missed. We wish her well in her future endeavors.

The Commission is looking for new members. Anyone interested in serving, please contact one of the Commissioners or one of the Selectmen.

Respectfully submitted,

Claire Lavin, Chair

ASHBY CULTURAL COUNCIL

The Ashby Cultural Council (ACC) is a ten-(10) member appointed council whose members each serve a three-year term. The Council meets once informally during the summer months to prepare advertising soliciting grant applications and once formally during the fall to review grant applications received.  The Council meets at the Ashby Elementary School; meeting dates are posted; and meetings are open to the public. The current Council members and their positions are: Nancy Lippincott, Chairperson; Joanne Boudreau, Co-Chairperson; Mariana Furtney-Fyfe, Publicity Coordinator; Ingrid Sweeney, Treasurer; Rick. Tabor, Grants Coordinator; Ginny Bixler, Membership Coordinator; Beth Ann Scheid, Secretary; and members Diane Vanvoorhis, Janet Umphress and Barbara Landry.

Each year, the Council receives money from the Massachusetts Cultural Council for the Arts to be disbursed to approved grant applicants. The amount is determined based on population. This year's allotment was $3,300.00.

Sixteen (16) requests for funding were received by the October 16th deadline and ten (10) requests were approved, all at slightly above the level of funding requested. Due to having more requests than funds, certain choices had to be made.

The Council reviewed each application; of the six (6) that were denied, all were "orphan" applications in that there was no apparent link to the Ashby community or Ashby residents and/or the applicants planned on performance space without providing for location or cost of renting suitable space. Two "orphan" applications were approved, however. One for a summer storyteller presentation because of its obvious links to the Ashby Free Public Library's Summer Reading program and the artist's connections with Central and Western Massachusetts Regional Library System. And the other, a musical program designed for seniors, because it had obvious links to existing senior citizens activities ongoing in Ashby.

The Council received requests totaling $5,270. $3,135 in grants was approved, allocating this year's total allotment but setting aside the allowed $165 for administrative costs (such as photocopying, postage and a new plan for wider advertising). Due to the hold up of state funds during an extended state budgeting process, final decisions and publicity about those decisions was held up an additional six weeks. News releases will be submitted to the local media to announce this year's grant recipients and all grant applicants have recently been notified of the Council's decisions. A list of grant applicants and grant amounts is attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Lippincott, Chair 

ACC Grant Applications - 2001

Review Sheet

.
Title
Contact

Name

&/ or Group
Amount
Comments
Y
N
Amount

#


Requested



Granted










1
75 Years of Fashion
Karen Glickman
395.00
Orphan

X
-

2
From Sea to Shining Sea
Alicia Quintano
275.00
Orphan

X
-

3
Free Concert - Brass Music
Ken Longstreeth
$600.00
Orphan

X
-



New Eng. Brass Quintet






4
Birthday to Birthday
Chris Worth
375.00
Orphan

X
-

5
Wheel Thrown Pottery
Richard Hamelin
375.00
Orphan

X
-


.
Pied Potter Hamelin






6
Storytell - Todd Goodwin
Beth Ann Scheid
180.00
Yes
X

208.00



AES PTC






7
Parent Resource Library
Beth Ann Scheid
210.00
Yes
X

238.00



AES PTC






8
Pumpkin Festival Entertain.
Maureen Davi
550.00
Yes
X

578.00



FAPL






9
Sadecky's Puppets
Michele Alfond
225.00
Yes
X

253.00



AES PTC






10
Local Historic Videotapes
Florence Bryan
150.00
Yes
X

178.00



AHS






11
Prince Estabrook Present.
Florence Bryan
75.00
Yes
X

103.00



AHS






12
David Greenberg - Author
Mary Foster
300.00
Yes
X

328.00



HBMS






13
Local Arts & Enter. News
Betsy Dillbeck
400.00
Yes
X

428.00

14
Summer Storytelling
Tony Toledo
355.00
Coordinate with Ashby
X

383.00





Library for summer reading




15
Music for Seniors
Patty Carpenter
410.00
Sounded like a good idea
X

438.00



Charles Light

Give them senior contact name




16
Larry Blotter
Bob Thomas
395.00
Orphan

X



and his Poetry of Fire








TOTALS

$ 5,270.00



3,135.00

Ashby Free Public Library

Board of Library Trustees

(2001 calendar report)

The grant application submitted to the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners for the library modernization and expansion was accepted. Ashby libraries now sits on a waiting list pending a vote on a supplemental bill at the state legislature and a vote at the town level to appropriate funds and accept the state grant if and when it comes to be. At the special town meeting in November, the town approved going to a ballot on the issue. The ballot is scheduled for vote in January 2002. The town approved to purchase the land behind the library and to accept a private donation of the parsonage house and land.

This was the year of the library’s centennial. Originally a gift to the town, it has been servicing Ashby for 100 years. There was a celebration at the library in December.

The library received a conversion grant from the state with the goal of getting 100% of the collection on line. Information about library services and hours, as well as and the building grant proposal were added to the Ashby town web site. The Board thanks the Friends of the Library for their on-going support for library functions and Deb O’Hanlon for web page support.

49 scholarships were given to town residents this year with a total of $16,900.00 in awards.

Long term planning for the library continues to include addressing inadequate space and building deficiencies and increasing hours.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy Aubertin

Secretary

Report of the Treasurer of the Ashby Free Public Library and the

Ashby Free Public Library Fund

6/1/2000-5/31/2001

The Ashby Free Public Library Fund was formed by the Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library to assist the Trustees in administering gifts and bequests given to the library for scholarships and other library purposes. The elected Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors of the Ashby Free Public Library Fund are the same people. The fund is recognized as a non-profit charitable organization under federal law and donations are tax deductible. Additional donations and bequests are gratefully accepted.

Funds can be donated for specific purposes such as scholarships, library renovations or for general library purposes.  Regular donations and memorial donations are available immediately to be used at the discretion of the Board of Trustees for the purpose the donor intended. 

This year donations were received from the Kelsa family, from Robert Lyman in memory of his parents and from Deborah Woodsome in memory of Lois Thatcher. The Thatcher funds were used to purchase children’s audio books at the donor’s request.

Larger donations can be given as trust funds with only the principle usable. These funds are invested only in insured accounts preferably at local banks or credit unions. The funds are managed to obtain the best available interest rates within those parameters. Principle is preserved by reinvesting 10% of the income per year. 

The Board of Trustees of the Ashby Free Public Library determines how the income from trust funds is to be used in accordance with the donor’s requests and stipulations.  The majority of the income from these gifts and bequests is used to provide scholarships to any Ashby resident who is attending a full time program of higher education.  All students who apply and provide proof of attendance will receive a scholarship for each year of study up to a maximum of 5 years.  The amount of the scholarships depends on the number of applicants and the amount of income available.   

This year the three Ashby graduates from North Middlesex Regional with the highest ranking will be receiving the following scholarships. The Ashby Alumni Scholarship of $650 was awarded to Anne Gordon, the Ruth Brooks Scholarship of $650 was awarded to Aaron Grinstein and the Lyman-Marston scholarship of $650 was awarded to Hannah McCarney. An additional 46 Ashby students will be receiving  $325 scholarships each for a total award of  $16,900. Some of these students will be receiving this award for the first time while others have already received over $1000 in aid.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith Kulju, Treasurer

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ASHBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND INC.

PRINCIPLE RESTRICTED / TRUST FUNDS- ONLY INTEREST EXPENDABLE

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET 2000/2001AS OF 5/31/2001




PRINCIPAL
EXPENDABLE
TOTAL

LIBRARY GROUP LIBRARY FUND
 $                                  2,637.96 
 $         862.42 
 $     3,500.37 

ALONZO CARR LIBRARY FUND
 $                                  5,288.74 
 $      2,293.22 
 $     7,581.96 

DR HASKELL LIBRARY FUND
 $                                  2,659.17 
 $         995.84 
 $     3,655.02 

FREIDA LYMAN LIBRARY FUND
 $                                  5,288.74 
 $      2,172.63 
 $     7,461.37 

FREIDA LYMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $                                31,261.71 
 $      1,674.75 
 $   32,936.46 

RUTH BROOKS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $                              182,524.76 
 $      9,776.68 
 $ 192,301.44 

ASHBY ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $                                  8,196.16 
 $      1,689.09 
 $     9,885.25 

A.A.W. LOCKE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $                                  5,308.19 
 $         457.94 
 $     5,766.13 

FRANCIS MARSTON SCHOLARSHIP FUND
PRINCIPAL CONTROLLED BY BANKNORTH INTEREST PAID SEMIANNUALLY
 $      1,642.04 
 $     1,642.04 

FRANCIS MARSTON LIBRARY FUND
PRINCIPAL CONTROLLED BY BANKNORTH INTEREST PAID SEMIANNUALLY
 $         918.00 
 $        918.00 

BARBARA C & EDWARD J 

LYMAN LIBRARY FUND
 $                                   5,126.96 
 $         802.33 
 $     5,929.29 

OTHER FUNDS

 $          -   
 $               -   


 $                               248,292.39 
 $    23,284.94 
 $  271,577.33 






EXPENDABLE FUND BALANCES













SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
BALANCE
INCOME
EXPEND
TRANSF TO
BALANCE


6/30/00


PRINCIPLE
5/31/01

FREIDA LYMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $1,766.26 
$2,051.13 
 $1,937.53 
 $205.11 
$1,674.75 

RUTH BROOKS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $ 10,310.99 
$11,975.73 
$11,312.47 
 $1,197.57 
 $   9,776.68 

ASHBY ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $    1,530.10 
 $  537.76 
 $  325.00 
 $       53.78 
 $   1,689.09 

A.A.W. LOCKE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $       469.49 
 $  348.28 
 $   325.00 
 $      34.83 
 $      457.94 

FRANCIS MARSTON SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 $     1,582.44 
 $  709.60 
 $650.00 
 $               -   
 $   1,642.04 









 $   15,659.29 
$15,622.50 
$14,550.00 
 $      1,491.29 
 $ 15,240.49 















GENERAL LIBRARY FUNDS
BALANCE
INCOME
EXPEND
TRANSF TO
BALANCE


6/30/00


PRINCIPLE
5/31/01

LIBRARY GROUP LIBRARY FUND
 $        861.91 
 $    173.08 
 $   155.27 
 $          17.31 
 $      862.42 

ALONZO CARR LIBRARY FUND
 $     1,980.92 
 $    347.00 
 $             -   
 $          34.70 
 $   2,293.22 

DR HASKELL LIBRARY FUND
 $        995.85 
 $    174.47 
 $   157.03 
 $          17.45 
 $      995.84 

FREIDA LYMAN LIBRARY FUND
 $     1,860.33 
 $    347.00 
 $          -   
 $          34.70 
 $   2,172.63 

FRANCIS MARSTON LIBRARY FUND
 $        918.00 
 $    354.79 
 $   354.79 
 $               -   
 $      918.00 

OTHER FUNDS
 $        842.62 

 $   842.62 

 $            -   

BARBARA C AND EDWARD J LYMAN LIBRARY FUND
 $        672.73 
 $ 336.39 
 $   173.14 
 $          33.64 
 $      802.33 


 $8,132.36 
$1,732.73 
 $1,682.85 
 $        137.79 
 $   8,044.45 

MEMORIAL FUNDS NOT PRINCIPAL RESTRICTED

Income  2000/2001






    Interest
 $       858.98 





    new gifts
 $       650.00 












Income  2000/2001
 $    1,508.98 












Total balance
7/1/00
INTEREST
OTHER
DEDUCTIONS
6/30/01



ADDED
INCOME
SEE REPORT









Barbara Lyman Fund
 $    4,002.53 
 $       219.44 
$       100.00

 $    4,221.97 

Edward  Connor Fund
 $    1,536.57 
 $         84.24 


 $    1,620.81 

General Fund
 $   10,128.79 
 $       555.30 
 $       550.00 
 $       500.00 
 $   10,834.09 

Total balance
 $   15,667.89 
 $       858.98 
 $       650.00 
 $       500.00 
 $   16,676.87 

REPORT OF THE LIBRARY DIRECTOR –2001

After many hours of planning and work, the Ashby Free Public Library applied for and was granted a Construction/Renovation Grant and placed on the waiting by the Board of Library Commissioners. This is an important step in ensuring the library will remain a resource for future generations. 

As a member of the Central Massachusetts Regional Library System, citizens of Ashby are able to access library services and materials around the state. Regional Bookmobile services were discontinued, but we receive two courier visits a week. Deposits of books, videos, audios, DVDs, and CD-Roms augment Ashby’s collection. Forms for interlibrary loans can be submitted at the desk. The library serves as contact for the elementary school. Planning is in place to become part of on-line cataloging system, CWMARS. Internet /and or statewide catalog access is already available. 

The Library is open 23 hours a week, Tuesdays and Fridays 1:30 – 9:00 P.M., Wednesdays 2:00 – 7:00 P.M., and Saturday mornings 9:00 to 12:00 noon. The total circulation was 28,567, with 21,985 books, 647 audios, 5,338 videos, and the remainder in periodicals, CD-Roms, and miscellaneous. 10,501 persons used library services. During the year 66 children’s programs were held with an attendance of 1,347. 

As library director I continue to attend workshops on disaster planning, preservation, children’s literature, computer/internet literacy, program planning and cataloging. As in the past every effort will be made to apply for grants which will upgrade library services.

The Sibley room has been available for public use during library hours. A Chess Club has been organized and meets after school on Wednesdays. Applications for use of the building should be submitted by a contact person .

I thank my volunteers, especially, Faith Anttila, Judy Kulju, and Jackie Zeller, the Friends of the Library and the members of the Board of Trustees for their continued support. To the citizens of Ashby, remember this is your library. Your suggestions to better serve the public are always welcome.

Respectfully submitted

Marja-Leena LePoer, Library Director

11
93

